







































T H E 


MONTHLY REVIEW, 


Conclufion of the Debates of the Houfe of Commons, from the Year 
1667 to the Year 1694. Collected by the Honourable Anchi- 
tel Grey, Efq; who was thirty Years Member for the Town 
of Derby; Chairman of feveral Committees; and Decy- 


phered Coleman’s Letters for the Ufe of the Houfe. Vols. 
IX. and X. 


HESE concluding volumes comprehend the parliament- 

ary tranfactions of the moft interefting period in the Eng- 
lifh hiftory. ‘Till this happy era, we could fcarce be faid to have 
had any fettled conftitution. ‘The prerogatives of the crown, 
and the privileges of the people, were, both of them, rather 
founded on ufurpation than right: under the government of a 
weak and neceffitous Prince, the latter were prevalent; under 
that of an able and ambitious Monarch, the former were predo- 
minant: and as far as precedent could give a fanétion to prac- 
tice, both might equally juftify the exercife of undue and irre- 
gular powers. 


The unfortunate Charles, attempted to vindicate his arbitrary 
meafures, by this idle and infufficient plea. Had he been guided 
by his own good fenfe, inftead of being governed by the perni- 
Cious counfels of interefted and enterprizing advifers, he would 
have known, that no precedent whatever could warrant the ex- 
ercife of power which, by experience, is found injurious to the 
intereft of the people, for whofe benefit alone Kings were en- 
trufted with prerogatives; and of whofe majefty, Kings are but 
the reprefentatives. 
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It is fcarce credible, that they who deftroyed their King, be- 
caufe he excceded the jutt limits within which fovercignty fhould 
be circumferibed, were neverthelefs fo weak and inconfiderate, 
as to admit his fucceflor, wichout any aac attempt to a‘cer- 
tain the boundaries hetereun prerogative and privileg e, which, 
through various revolutions, had been di {puted at the expence of 
fo much blood. 


Their omiffion, however, was attended with fuch fatal con- 
fequences, as left the crown cnce more in the difpofal of the 
people, who, having profited by the errors of their predeceffors, 
at length took care toobiain an exprefs acknowlegement of their 
rights, and conferred the crown upon a real contract between 


the King and his future fubjects. 


Neverthelefs, though much was done at this time for the im- 
provement of national freedom and welfare, yet much was left 
undone; and is ftill wanting towards perfecting the generous 
plan, which the Patrons of the Revolution most probably had 
in view. 


It may not become us, as Reviewers, to point out wherein 
the revolutional fyftem is yet imperfect; and fuch an attempt is 
the more unneceflary, as, in the courfe of the following debates, 
the Reader's own fagacity will fuggeft to him many particulars 
to which we allude. 


On the meeting of the Parliament, the Houfe, in a grand 
committee, confidered the {tate of the ations ; when a long de- 
bate arofe, whether the words ** demife,” ‘* defertion,” ** de- 
volution,” or, *¢ abdicition,” fhould be made ufe of to fignify 
the confequence of the King’s having withdrawn himfelf. ~ Af- 
ter feveral very curious, learned, and critical arguments, which 
are too copious for abridgment, they 


Refolved, That King James the fecond having endeavoured 
to fubvert the conttitution of the kingdom, by breaking the ori- 
ginal centred between King and People, and, by the advice of 
Jefuits, and other wicked perfons, having violated the funda- 
mental laws, and having wiiiieaeen himfelf out of this king- 
dom, has abdicated the government, and that the throne 1s 
thereby become vacant. [Which was agreed to by the Houfe, 
and the Lords concurrence was defired. ] 


It is obfervable, that among other things, they very pr udently 
determined that ** The vacancy of the throne made no diflolu- 
tion of the government : and they confidered it as a cafe only 
tending to. diffolution. ‘The reafon of this fubtle diftin@tion is 


obvious ; for had it been deemed an actual diflolution, the go- 
vernment 
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vernment muft have devolved upon the people colle‘fively, and 
the Convention had no authority to aét as Reprefentatives. 


Having declared the throne vacant, at a fubfequent meeting 
it was debated, how to fill it, and what power fhould be given 
to the King. 


“© Mr. Garroway.] We have had fuch violations of our li- 
berties in the laft reigns, that the Prince of Orange cannot take 
it ill, if we make conditions, to fecure ourfelves tor the future ; 
and in it we fhalldo but juftice to thofe who fent us hither, and 
not deliver them up without very good reafon.” 


“¢ Sir William Williams. ] When we have confidered the pre- 
fervation of the laws of England for the future, then it will be 
time to confider the perfons to fill the throne. ‘The Prince’s de- 
claration has given us a fair platform. Some of your laws have 
been very grievous.to the people, though not grievances; and, 
perhaps, thofe occafioned arbitrary government. ‘Thofe are to 
be redrefled. Becaufe King Charles the fecond was called home 
by the convention, and nothing fettled, you found the confe- 
quence. Charles the fecond was a young man, in the ftrength 
of his youth, and, you know, much money was given him, 
and what became of it. The aét of the Militia is worthy your 
confideration ; and hein whofe hands you will put it, fhould be 
our head. I take it to be your fecuri ity to fettle your fafety for 
the future, and then to confider the perfon. I now {peak for all 
England. I would confider purging o ee and arbitrary 
power given by the late King to the Judges: weak Judges will 
do weak things; their Mafter commands shea they read no 
books, and know nothing to the contrary. I could give many 
more inftances.” 


“¢ Sir Richard Temple. ] I hope you will not leave, till you 
fee how we got out of our rights. Secure your liberties, and 
you cannot better recommend ‘the government to one to fucceed, 
than by fettling thefe things. I will reduce my thoughts to three 
heads effe ‘ntially neceffary. 1. Encroachment upon Parliament, 
(though in the hands where you will place the government there 
may be no danger) to fecure pofterity ; and you may have time 
to call perfons to account that break Parliaments, when they 
will not do what pleafed ; to provide for their certainty and fre- 
quency, and that perfons obtain not pardons when they have 
ruined the nation; and to provide for Elections of Parliaments, 
that corporations may not be made tools to nominate whom they 
pleafe; to provide againft a ftanding army without confent of 
Parliament, not in peace, when there i is no war nor rebellion. 
An army was no part of the government, till the late King’s 
Ke 2 time. 
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time. The militia act was made ufe of to difarm all Enoland. 
2. Yourcare fhould be, that Weftminfter- Hall be better filled 
with Judges; and not under pretence of the King’s p rerogatis e, 
to giveaway all. “That the Judges be ‘* during ‘life,’ and that 
they have falaries inflead of fees: that Sherifis ‘wake not unjuit 
returns of juries, and that Weftmintter-Hall have as little power 
as you can. Formerly Wettminiter-Hall decided not great cates, 
but left them to Parliament. ‘he Judges now do not only Lex 
dicerey but facere. In new and difficult cafes, this will be the 
way to preferve you from what they are bid to judge. 3. The 
coronation oath to be taken upon entrance into the government ; 
and, as we are fworn to our Kings, fo they be fworn to protect 
us. Purfue the erids of the Prince’ s declaration, with fome fuch 
jecurities as [ have mentioned, that thefe things may be taken 
care of; to recommend to pofterity what you have done for 
them.” 


<¢ Mr. Bofcawen.] We know that the Prince’s deelaration 
purfues all thofe ends mentioned. But agbitrary government 
ras not only by the late King that is gone, but by his Minifters, 
and farthered by extravagant acts of the leng Parliament. The 
act for regulating corporations was upon a fpecious pretence to 
fecure the Crown; but had the end with the commiffions for 
regulating corporations. “Though ever fo loyal, yet if they dif- 
fered trom the defigns of the Miniftry, they were put out. The 
Militia, under pretence of perfons difturbing the government, 
difarmed and imprifoned men without any caufe : T myfelf was 
fo dealt with. There is aclaufe inthe militia act, for a week’s 
tax after 70,0001. for trophies, and not to exceed it; but as it 
Is NOW practifed, two or three years have been collected toge- 
ther, without regard to the act, Arbitrary power ts ill in a 
Prince, but abominable to one another. The triennial bill for 
Parliaments was buta device, when we were going into flavery ; 
but by fuch an act, if we have no redrefs of grievances (as Mr. 
Vaughan, of this Houfe, then faid, who was as much for the 
King as any) ‘* better to have no law at all.” I move, that 
thefe things may be taken into confideration. 


«© Refolved, That before the Committee proceed to fill the 
throne, now vacant, they will proceed to fecure our religion, 
laws, and liberties.” 


‘¢ Serjeant Maynard.} I agree to the vote; but I fear, if we 
Jook fo much one way on at bitr: ary government, we may fit for 
five years, and never come to an: i ' of what has been moved. 
One feys, ‘ In the Saxon time, the people were much puzzled. 
© (ne King made one Jaw, and another King another.’ 
Another drives ata new Magna Charta. The former Pailia- 

ments 
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ments cared not which way they run, fo penfions were paid.— 
The management of the Militia was an abominable thing.— 
Many fpeak in coffee-houfes, and better places, of fine things 
for you to do, that you may do nothing, but fpend your hea! th, 
and be in confufion.—Take care of over: yading your horle, 
not to undertake too many things. I would go only to obvious 
and apparent, and not into particulars too much.” 


‘© Lord Falkland.] We muft not only change hands, but 
things; not only take care that we havea King and Prince over 
US, but that for the future he may not govern “i. Some, per- 
haps, are diflatisfed with the power, fome with the armya—it is 
for the people’s fake we do all, that pofterity may never be in 
danger of popery and arbitrary power.” 


“¢ Mr. Sacheverell.] Since God hath put this opportunity in- 


to our hands, all the world will laugh at us, if we make a half 


fettlement. As the cafe ftinds, no man can tell that what he] has 
is his own. Unlefs you look backward, how men have been 
imprifoned, fined, feverely dealt with ; ‘the fame may happen io 
other Gentlemen. We muft look a great way backward. I 
cannot find three laws, from twenty years upwards, that deferve 
to be continued. In the great joy of the King’s return, the 
Parliament overfhot themfelves fo much, and to redrefs a few 
grievances, they got fo much money, that they could live with- 
out you; penfions were agreed for fo much in the hundred for 
all they g cave; warrants of commitments, arms taken from per- 
fons, Ke. They were ill affected to the government, becaufe 
they endeavoured to choofe perfons they liked not. You may 
look back a great way; but fecure this Houte, that Parliaments 
be duly chofen, and not kicked out at pleafure; which never 
could have been done without fuch an extravagant revenue, that 
they might never ftand in need of Parliaments. Secure the right 
of eleétions, and the /eyiflaiive power.” 


“© Mr. Pollexfen.] Firft make a fettlement of the laws, that 
they may be afferted, and thofe muft a'l be confulted by Lords 
and Commons; and then fettle the Crown. Every man fees 
the nature of this propofition; [am as much for the amend- 
ment of the government as any man, and for repreffing the ex- 
0! hinecne - it; but the way you are in will not fettle the go- 
vernment, but reftore King James again. If but a noife of this 
goes beyond iea, that you are m aking laws to bind your Prince, 
it will tend to confufion. The greate oft enemy you have cannot 
advife better. One kingdom is gone a! ready ; ; and this is in 
confulion. Some of the Clergy are for one thing, fome for an- 
syn I think ay fearce know what they w ould have: and 
the more we divide, the more it makes way for the popifh inter- 
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eft. Popery is the fearof the nation; and all that voted againtt 
popery, may fear popery.— But now we begin to forget it. 
Formerly it was thought impoffible that popery fhould come in, 
and that the Tefts would keep it out.— But how can we bring to 
pafs all the‘e propofals before he is King? We cannot; and 
when he is King, perhaps he will not pats thefe into laws.— To 
ftand talking and making laws, and in the meantime have no 
government at all! They hope better things from our actions 
abroad, and a better foundation of the proteftant intereft. “The 
Prince’s de laration is the caufe of your coming hither, that the 
kingdom may be eftablifhed, and the laws and government {fe- 
cured from being fubve ted again. If we ftand talking here, 
we fhall do as ftrange things as thofe who prevailed by arms in 
the late times; and, not coming to a fettlement, it ended in 
their own deftruction, and never came into any fettled govern- 
ment; fothe authority of the King {wept away all at jaft. We 
Jately had a bill of exclufion; it was taiked of fo long, that 
both partics fuffered; one formerly, the other fince. A law 
you cannot make ti!l you havea King. ‘Ihe thing you go upon 
is not practicable: one Gentleman is of opinion, ¢ to take away 
‘ all the laws fince this King came to the Crown;” another, 
¢ to make a new Magna Charta.’ If you fit till all thefe mo- 
tions a:e confidered, we may think to make our peace with King 
James as weli as wecan, and go home.” 
<¢ Mr. Garroway.] I would not draw this debate out at length ; 
fomething muft be done: a great many things have been named 
by feveral perfons to be redrefied. I hope we do not go about 
to fit here till all be done. All we can do for the prefent is, 
to repr. fent tothe Prince, that thefe things may be done; and, 
under fome fhort heads, to prefent the Prince with what you 
would have done, to give fecurity to the government; and let 
an oath be admini tered to him; and in a few days you may 
come to your end.” 
“¢ \Ir. Seymour.] We fhall fulfer by our doing, more than 
by reafon of not doing at all. Will you think fic to leave the 
difp nfing power unquefioncd in Weftmintter-Hall ? Though 
the clock co not {trike twelve at once, mutt it not ftrike at all ? 
Vill you do nothing, becaufe you cannot do all? Will you let 
men goon in the fame practices they have formerly? Wiil you 
eltablifa the Crown, and net fecure yourfelves? What care I 
for what is done abroad, if we muft be flaves in England, in 
this or that man’s power? If people are drunk and rude below, 
as was complained of, muft that ftop proceedings in Parlia- 
ment?” 
se Sif 
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«¢ Sir Thomas Lee.] I find there is a difference in the com- 
mittee, how to word the queftion. I know not how to propofe 
words to reach every man’s fenfe. If you put it fo general, how 
our liberties have been invaded, perhaps a few days will fate it. 
There was an opinion formerly, of the long robe, that muft be 
explodes, ‘that the King may raife what army he pleafes, if he 

¢ pay them.” ‘That is the fupport o! flavery, when there is 
other {upport to the King than the people’s affections to their 
Prince.” 


‘¢ Colonel Birch.] Iam as much afraid of lofing time as any 
body: whereas diforcers of the army in Ireland are fpoken of, 
they will be fti!l worfe, unlefs provifion be made to keep us from 
flavery and popery. I ditter from what Gentlemen fay, as to the 
time it will take you up. I think it will not take you a day’s 
time, when you have filled the vacancy of the throne. Prepare 
what you would have repealed, and prefe ntit. As to the Faft 
moved for, | know not what we fhould faft for—I will not call 
to-morrow Sunday *, for [ do not find it called fo in books: I 
would fit to-morrow, and I hope to make an end to-morrow. 
There is a tax called bearth-money; take that away, and the 
Prince will have ten times more fafety than in all his army, and 
that may be in one line.” 


«© Mr. Hampden, junr. ] You are, by order, to confider the 
ftate of the nation. ‘Though you have voted, that Ki nz James 
has abdicated the crown, you have not done all; we are ftill 
free, ani not tied by oaths. The time ‘prefles hard, on many 
accounts; and to rife without doing more than filling the throne 
that is vacant, is not for the fafety of the people. It is necef- 
fary to declare the conftitution and rule of the government. In 
the late convention, there wasa vote pafied, ° That the govern- 
¢ ment was in King, Lords, and Commons.’ I move, that the 
Journal may be in! ‘petted. You have voted, *¢ That King 
¢ James has violated the conttitution of the nation,’ call the 
chief Governor what you will,’ 


‘¢ Mr. Harbord.] You have an infallible fecurity for the ad- 
miniftration of the government: all the Revenue is in your own 
hands, which fell with the laft King, and you may keep that 
back. Can he whom you place on the throne, fupport the go- 
vernment without the revenue? Can he do good or harm with- 
out it? It is reafenable you fhould be redrefled by laws; but 
unlefs you preferve your government, your papers cannot pro- 
tect you. Without your fword, how will you be fecured from 
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the dangers from Ireland, and the mutiny of the army? Alf 
may be loft, whilft you are confidering.” 


‘¢ Sir Richard Temple.] We here reprefent all the nation, 
Place the government in fome perfon, and then provide for the 
reit.” 


«¢ Sir Chriftopher Mufgrave.] In juftification of your vote 
yefterday, to declare your grievances, you are to declare where- 
in King James the fecond has broken the Jaws, and whom you 
have put by the government. You mutt have wheels before you 
can put the cart uponthem. In the firft place, put the queftion, 
+ That you will proceed in aflerting the rights and liberties of 
‘ the nation; and that you will appoint a committee to bring in 
general heads of fuch things as are abfolutely neceflary for fe- 
curing the laws and liberties of the nation.” 


a 


“ 


In confequence of this debate a committee was appointed, 
who drew up that grand palladium of the Britifh conftitution, 
the Bill of Rights, in which the Reader will find that many very 
material provifions are omitted, which were propofed and infifted 
upon in the courfe of the foregoing arguments. It is no won- 
der, however, that all fecurities in favour of public liberty, 
prove imperfect and incompleat, when we confider how many 
abject tools are forward to court the favour of the Crown, by 
checking every effort to eftablifh a due degree of political inde- 
p:ndence. 


The government being fettled according to the hafty plan 
dictated by the preffing exigence of affairs, the Commons foon 
began to grow jealous of the Court, and to perceive, that fome- 
thing was {till wanting for the improvement of the conftitution. 
The influence of the Courtiers in-Parliament, feems to have 
been one of their principal grievances, as we may learn from 
the following debate, 


“¢ Sir John ‘Thompfon.] I could wifh we had a felf denying 
ordinance, ¢ That noperfons fhould fit here, that have places or 
offices of profit. —I‘am juftified by good authority; for before 
Henry VIfith’s time, no perfon that belonged to the Court was 
permitted to fit within thele walls. It is wonderful to confider, 
that when the Commons were poorer than now, they fhould 
remove great men, and Favourites, from the Crown. ‘The rea- 
fon then was, there was no dependency upon the Court; they 
brought more of the country, and lefs of the court, with them 
in fier times.' J tpeak my mind truly, and have no referves ; 
but ¢ velieve we fhall not carry this, becaufe there were never 
more dependencies on the Court than now,” 
6s Sur 
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«¢ Sir Chriftopher Mufgrave. ] I moved the queftion, and I 
will tell you the meaning of it; ¢ That no Member fhall be a 
¢ Receiver of money granted by the exci‘e or taxes.’ I think 
it more proper that they fhould not be Keccivers, than give 
away the privilege of the Houfe.” 


«¢ Mr. Palmes.] We ought all to ftand here on an equal 
foot; if we make difcrimination of who fhall have privilege, 
and who not, | am againft that. I would, at prefent, wave 
both thefe queftions, and not lofe the fruit of this debate: but 
if you will lay your hands upon offices of great profit in this 
Houfe, and if you will make diftribution of it to the public ufe, 
I am for it.’ 


«© Admiral Ruflel.] I move, ¢ That the moiety of all profits 


* of offices above 500]. per annum, fhould go to the ufe of 
‘ the war.” 


*¢ Sir Rodert Rich.] Ruflel {poke to me of this motion long 
ago, before I had a place; but now I rejoice, that [ have an 

opportunity to fhew my refpect to the government, and fhew 
myfelf willing t> work hard to eafe the people.” 


«© Sir John Lowther. ] I am as ready as any body for this 
motion; I will only fay, if 1 found my fervice acceptable, I 
would ferve for nothing. I am for the queftion entirely ; but 
there mult be exceptions 5 ; as of the Judges: they lofe by their 


practice in being made Judges; and the Commiffioners of the 
Great Seal.” 


“© Sir Chriftopher Mufgrave.] What is faid by Lowther is 


worthy obfervation ; they do loie by their employments, and I 
would have them exempted.” 


«¢ Mr. Howe.] I am forry that we, who have no offices, 
have not power to vindicate ourfelves: but fome things are to 
be confidered in the queftion. There is great difference in em- 
ployments. A man has greater lofs in the country by attend- 
ing them, and fome are obliged to keep tables.” 


“«¢ Mr. Dutton Colt.] If offices of 5001. perannum fhall not 
be rated, I fhall have no fhare in it; but if keeping no tables, 
Iam willing to pay my fhare.” 


** Colonel Granville.] I move, ¢ That all falaries exceeding 


soa. per annum, fhall pay one half to the government, during 
the French war.’ 


‘¢ Sir Stephen Fox.] The neceflities of the government are 


fo great, that they | mzke the valianteft man tremble at the con- 
fequence of delay. 


‘¢ Sir 
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«© Sir Robert Rich.] The plaineft way is to begin at home. 
The Gentlemen of the Admiralty have 1000]. per annum paid 
them; my plain intention is, that they fhould have sool. per 
annum; but to cut off two parts of three, is the way to work 
them to nothing.” 


*¢ Refolved, nem. con.] That the falaries, fees, and perqui- 
fites of all Officers under the Crown, (excepting the Speaker of 
the Houfe of Commons, the Judges, the Lords Commiffioners 
of the Great Seal, [foreign Minifters] and commiffion Officers, 
ferving in the leet and army) exceeding g50ol. perannum, fhall 
be applied to the ufe of the war.” 


Such unanimity, upon a point fo highly injurious to the in- 
tereft of many Members, fhews, that there was yet fome degree 
of- public virtue in that aflembly. If it was thought expedient 
that ai) Officers of the crown (except thofe above fpecified) 
fhould contribute their moiety to the ufe of the crown, how 
efpecially juft and neceflary is it, that they fhould be made con- 
tributory who hold civil employments, which, in time of war, 
yield a princely revenue, and are little more than fine cures ? 
There cert: uinly cannot be a greater defect in any government, 
than to futfer a fet of indolent luxurious drones, who do not 
expofe their perfons for the public defence, to grew great by the 
public calamity. 


The influence of the Courtiers, however, was not the only 
circumftance which excited jealoufy in thefe days. The King, 
being a foreigner, was thought partial to his countrymen, at 
which his fubjects took great offence. In fome inftances, per- 
haps, they were rather churlifh to their Sov eign, by obliging 
him to difmifs even his body guards. Their epprehenfions, 


however, with regard to foreigners, will beft app.ar from the 
debate which follows. 


«¢ Sir Peter Colleton.] There are many brave men in the na- 
tion, and fome fit in your Houle, qualified for General Officers, 
and there is no need of foreigh General Officers. The foreigners 
would have raifed the fiege of Athlone; the foreign Generals 
were againft ftorming ; but an Englifh General was for it, and 
it was taken : for ought I know, had it not been done, !re!and 
had been ftill toreduce. Englifhmen natura!'y love their coun- 
try, and will not willingly deftroy their country. Foreigners 
cannot have that affection for Eng land. When King James fet 
up to overthrow Parliaments and | property, the E nolith Officers 
gave up their commands. We eer not how fvuon we may 
ficht for our all on Englifh ground.—! think we are much fafer 
in Englifh hands than in forcigners. None are ignorant of the 
melancholy 
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melancholy ftory of Steenkirk ; every one knows that tragedy. 
The common foldiers had no opinion of their Officers. I move, 
« That none but natives fhould command Englifhmen.” 


“© Mr. Wharton.] The thing is juft, to encourage Englifh- 
men; and as long as there is a neceffity of awar,. I would con- 
tinue it on our own foundation. We want not foreign Ofi- 
cers; we have natives fit for employment.—Nothing but an 
Englifh army can preferve our Englith liberties and properties. 


Encourage them to be e1itirely Enalih, from the foldiers to the 
Officers.” 


‘© Lord Falkland.] I have as much efteem for Englifh Off- 
cers as any body ; but the King, who is a witnets of their 
actions and merits, is the beft judge; I would have that 
come only from the King. You know not what Officers the 
King defigns. When you come to the ftate of the war, it will 
be proper to {peak to this then.” 


“¢ Sir Edward Seymour.] I wonder, that, on fuch a fubjeé& 
as this, and fo little debating upon it, Gentlemen call for the 
queftion fo fuddenly. 


‘¢ Jn relation to foreign Officers, that fell not out by chance ; 
it was neceflity, and not chance. Men are not born Generals. 
A man may be a good Officer, and not a good General. We 
have not of our own men fit for that employment; the King 
knows men, and I hope you will not offer the King men unfit. 
Men that get into employment, think it an injury if they are 
not Captains prefeatly. Men that have not gone through all 
employ ments, can never be fit for the army, ornavy, and return 
with all difadvantage. What number have you fit for General 
Officers? They are few; and will you think to difcharge and 
fend away foreigners, till you have Generals of yourown? I 
am not for foreigners, for foreigners fake. If we have not Ge- 
neral Officers of our own fit for this employment, I hope you 
will not put the foreign Officers out.” 


On this debate, which was drawn to a tedious length, the 
queftion was put, ¢ That the King be advifed, that no General 
‘ Officers, for the future, fhall command Englifhmen, but fuch 
* as are natives of hisdominions.’ But it does not appear what 
was determined in refpect to this queftion. 


It is obfervable, however, that the Courtiers on this, as upon 
every other occafion, were extremely obfequious: and there is 
as little found reafon, as public fpirit, in their arguments. That 
* men are not born Generals,’ is true. Neverthelefs, it does 
not fellow, that, previous to their promotion to thatrank, they 
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fhould ¢ go through all employments ;’ or that they fhould even 
ferve an apprenticefhip in the camp. We can happily produce 
fome recent examples of men who have done honour to the ftaff, 
without being mechanically trained through the feveral military 
gradations. Wolfe and Clive, were indebted more to genius 
than experience; and, notwithftanding our late advantages un- 
der a foreign General, we hope that, fcr the future, none but 
natives of thefe dominions will ever command Englifhmen. 


Every one knows that the difcontents of party in this reign 
ran very high; and that the King alternately placed his conh- 
dence in the Whigs and Tories, with equal ill fuccefs. The 
mifconduct of the adminiftration gave birth to a motion for com- 
ing to this refolution, ** That the great affairs of the govern- 
ment, for the time paft, have been unfuccefsfully managed ; 
and that the King be moved, for the future, to employ men of 
— integrity and fidelity.” This produced the following 
pirited arguinents. 


«© Sir William Strickland.] I cannot tell where it is we are 
wounded. I would not have the management in fuch hands for 
the future ; but this cannot be while we have a cabinet council.” 


<¢ Mr. Waller ] ¢ Cabinet council,’ is not a word to be found 
in our law books. We knew it not before; we took it fora 
nick-name. Nothing can fall out more unhappily than to have 
a diftinétion made of the ¢ cabinet’ and ¢ privy council.’ It has 
had this effect in the country, and muft have; that, in the 
country, the Juftices of the Peace, and Deputy Lieutenants, 
will be afraid to act: they will fay, * they cannot go on;’ and 
why? Becaufe feveral of them have been mifreprefented, and 
are not willing to act; they know not who will ftand by them ; 
and are loth to make difcoveries, unlefs feconded. If fome of 
the privy council muft be trufted, and fome not, to whom muft 
any Gentleman apply? Mutt he afk, * who is a cabinet Coun- 
{cllor?’? This creates miftruft in the people. I am fure, thefe 
diftinétions of fome being more trufted than others, have given 
great diflatisfaction. ‘This is what I have met with this fummer ; 
and therefore I fecond the motion.” 


‘© Sir Richard Temple.] All Governments reduce their coun- 
cil toa few; Holland does; and the French King to three.” 


« Mr. Waller.] We have reduced our Secretaries from two 
to one: the queftion propofed was, ¢ That the King be advifed, 
¢ that all matiers of ftate be advifed of in the privy council ; 
and that the management of them by a cabal ts dangerous.” 


“ Sir 
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s¢ Sir John Lowther. } I have heard foreign Minifters 
fay, ¢ That itis better for their affairs in England than any 
« where elfe, becaufe once a year the Parliament fits; and with- 
¢ out the charge of intelligence, they know all affairs.” If you 
act by meafures of no country, nor your own, what will en- 
fue?” 


« Mr. Goodwin Wharton. } As for private councils, 
all Kings have their Favourites; and I wifh the King had fuch 
a Secretary as Mazarine, to fecure the intereft of the nation, 
and not himfelf. “The method is this; things are concerted in 
the cabinet, and then brought to the council; fuch a thing re- 
folved in the cabinet, and brought and put upon them, for their 
aflent, without fhewing any of ‘the reafons. ‘That has not been 
the method of England. I am credibly informed, that it has 
been much complained of in council, and not much backed 
there. If this method be, you will never know who gives ad- 
vice. If you think it convenient, I fhall beof your mind; but 
I think this method is not for the fervice of the nation.” 











«© Mr. Foley.] I would have every Counfellor fet his hand 
tohis aflent, or diflent, to be diftinguifhed.” 


Thefe reflections on cabinet councils are certainly juft; and 
whatever {pecious pretence may be urged to induce a belief of 
their neceflity, they can never convince intelligent and unpreju- 
diced eorre! that the weighty concerns of a great and free king- 
dom fhould be tranfacted by a private Junto, and that the con- 
ftitutional Counfellors of the tate fhould be treated as cypheis ; 
much lefs can any man of common fenfe be perfuaded, that 
public bufinefs fhould be managed by a council, within a cabi- 
net council: and leaft of all, that it fhould be dire&ted by the 
fole will of any infolent, intruding, arbitrary fubject, under 
the title of Prime-Minifter. 


Among the remarkable tranfactions of this reign, fearce any 
raifed a oreater ferment, or occafioned warnier debates in Parlia- 
ment, than an ingroffed bill from the Lords, * For the frequent 
‘calling and meeting of Parliaments,’ fetting forth, ‘ that a 
‘ Parliament fhall be holden once every year: next, that a new 
‘ one fhall be called every three years, after the diffolution of 
* the former Parliament: and laftly, that a period fhall be put 
* tothe prefent Parliament in January next.’ The bill, in the 
Opinion of the moft judicious perfons, was not well drawn, to 
anfwer the general feeming intentions of the bill. 


Mr. Harley arraigned the Lords for fending down this bill ; 


touched on their extravagant afluming of F judicatory power ; ond 


then faid, 
“< The 
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«© The bill is a plaufible panegyric on this Parliament, for its 
funeral oration; yet notwithftanding I am for the bill. Such 
remedies, to obtain good things, muft be obtained in good Princes 
reigns. Annual Parliaments have been enacted by feveral ftatutes. 
When one is grown a little old, another hath been made. It is 
no entrenching on the prerogative, but is for the honour of the 
King. He hath faid in his declarations, ¢ That he will put us 
‘ in fuch a way, that we need not fear being under arbitrary 
< power, by yielding any thing to make us eafy and happy.’ 
Our honour is concerned for this bill ; confidering what we have 
done, we fhould let others come in, that they may find, that 
money is not here tobe gotten. 4 /fanding Parliament can never 
be a true Reprefentative; men are much altered after being fome- 
time here, and are not the fame men as fent up. The Lords 
fent you a bill in Henry the eighth’s time, for fettling their pre- 
cedency ; and you have fent bills to them concerning your pri- 
vileges.” 


On the laft reading of this bill, it was objected, ‘* That this 
was a good ltoufe, and that the nation would not be -grieved 
with its continuance.” To which, it was anfwered by 


“© Colonel Titus.}] Manna when it fell, was as fweet as ho- 
ney; but, if kept, bred worms. It is objecled, ‘ We have 
© good laws for frequent Parliaments already :’ [ anfwer, the Ten 
Commandments were made almoft four thoufand years ago, but 
were never kept.” 


When it was objected, ¢ That this bill did not only retrench 
the King’s prerogative, but might be reafonably ill taken by the 
King, who had done fo great things for us;’ 


' Mr. Harley, in reply, pulled out of his pocket the Prince of 


Orange’s declaration, and read it to the Houfe. 


After much controverfy, the bill paffed, 200 to 161: and 
the King let it lie on the table for fome time, fo that men’s eyes 
and expectations were much fixed on the iflue of it. But in 
the end he refufed to pafs it, fo that the feffions concluded in an 
ill humour. 


The rejecting of this bill occafioned furious difcontents, and 
produced the following warm debate. 


«© Mr. Brewer.] All agree, that the King hath a negative 
voice to bills: nobody hath a greater reverence to Parliaments 
than my(elf; but the bill rejected was liable to exceptions. I 
gave my vote to make the Prince of Orange King; but will 
never give my vote to unking him. I think it proper, in this 
cafe, for the King to exercife his negative voice.” : ‘ 
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«¢ Sir John Thompfon.] When I gave my voice to make the 
Prince of Orange King, [ thought to have feen better times 
than thefe. If this matter go, and nothing be done, I expect 
nothing but that we fhall be Underlings to Courtiers. It is fit 
to coniider the ftate of the nation in all parts of it; as in your 
quotas; fo if you confider your fleet, your convoys: look up- 
on all mifcarriages, and you may hunt them tothe cabinet; but 
there we mutt leave it, for we cannot find the hand that does 
the mifchief. King Chazles the Ift, was the firft that fet up 
the cabinet; but he was taken down for it ; fo was King James, 
his fon, and made a vagabond. All debates fhould be in coun- 
cil; now all things are huddled up. our affairs are fecret, but 
our mifcarriages open.” 


« Mr. Bromley. ] The preamble of the bill declared 
former corruptions, and fufpicion of the like now: the bill of- 
fers remedy, but we are denied it; which {peaks this language, 
‘ The King will have us ftill corrupt.” At length it was 





“© Refolved, That whoever advifed the King not to give the 
royal aflent to the act touching free and impartial proceedings in 
Parliament, which was to redrefs a grievance, and take off a 
f{candal upon the proceedings of the Commons in Parliament, 
is an Enemy to their Majefties and the kingdom.” 


In confequence of this, a reprefentation was made to his Ma- 
jefty, fetting forth how few the inftances have been in former 
reigns, of denying the royal affent to bills for redrefs of grievances ; 
and the great grief of the Commons for his not having given the 
royal aflent to feveral public bills; and particularly to the dill 
touching free and impartial proceedings in Parliament, which 
tended {fo much to clear the reputation of the Houfe. 


Tothis, the King, as might well be fuppofed, gave an eva- 
five anfwer: and no other, it is to be feared, will ever be ob- 
tained, to reprefentations of thisnature. We can only lament, 
that the bill rejected at this time, is likely to remain for ever a- 
mong the defiderata of our conftitution: though it is evident, 
that it would more effectually fecure the freedom and indepen- 
dence of Parliaments, than all the laws now fubfifting for that 
purpofe. 


We are concerned that our limits will not allow us to gratify 
our Readers with extracts of many other curious and valuable 
paflages in thefe volumes: which, with all their defects, ma 
be confidered as a very valuable acceffion to the ftock of political 
knowlege. ‘Though the abrupt, inelegant, obfcure manner in 
which they are, for the moft part, exprefled, renders them dry 
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and unentertaining to a hafty Reader, yet they who pay due ate 
tention to matter, wall find their time well beftowed in the pe- 


rufal of thefe Debates. 
Ro-a 





The Police of France: Or, an Account of the Laws and Regula- 
tions eftatlifhed in that Kingdom, for the Prefervation of Peace, 
and the preventing of Robberies. To which 1s added, a particu- 
lar Defeription of the Police and Government of the City of Paris® 
gto. 3s. Od. fewed. Owen and Harrifon. 


T may feem ftrange to affert, that Liberty is, in fome de- 

gree, an enemy to improvement. Neverthelefs, we may 
venture to fay, that, in a free country, it is more particularly 
dificult to eftablifh new regulations, however certain we may 
be, that the propofed innovation would prove of general benefit 
to the community. 


The multitude being governed by precedents and habits, ra- 
ther than by reafon and reflesti ion, conceive violent prejudices 
again{ft all new expedients. Not being able to forefee the pro- 
bable confequences attending their execution, they are alarmed 
by a thoufand ideal dangers, which their fears and their igno- 
rance fuggeft: and where every one has the privilege of being 
clamorous, though a projector had Lingua centum, Oraque centum, 
Ferrea Vox, yetit would be in vain to contend againft them. 


Add to this, that as free kingdoms are generally divided into 
political parties, the moft falutary {chemes will not fail to be 
condemned by thofe in oppofition, who will praétife on the 
public weaknefs and credulity, 2nd perfuade them, that their 
liberties and properties are endangered, by the very meaiures 
which are calculated to fecure both. 


Thus, fhould any attempt be made to regulate the Police of 
this nation, by borrowing improvements from our neighbours, 
our pretended Patriots would rejoice in an opportunity of ren- 
dering themfelves important among the rabble, whom _ they 
would induftrioufly tutor in the leffon of fedition.—No French 


government ! No wooden fhoes! would refound throughout every 
part of the kingdom. 


Neverthelefs, every one is fenfible of the fhameful defeéts of 
our Police, which daily expofe us to the aflaults of lawlefs and 
defperate rufhans ; who are only to be difcovered and apprehend- 
ed by mifcreants as abandoned as themfelves. Thus the remedy 
is as bad as the difeafe, which will ever remain incurable, while 
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iuftice is made a trade: atrade too, of which the profits accrue 
from the multitude of malefactors. 


For us, who, as Reviewers, are of no party, and of no 
country, we do not fcruple to declare, that in the account of 
the French Police now before us, there are many laws and re- 


culations which might be fafely and profitably adopted for the 
better government of this country. 


This very ingenious, and, we truft, juft account, firft exhi- 
bits a general view of the feveral jurifdictions eftablifhed in 
France for the adminiftration of juttice. In the next place, 
it gives a defcription of the particular eftablifhment of the Ma- 
rechaufeé in each province, for the prefervation Of the peace, and 
the preventing of robberies on the highway: and thirdly, de- 
fcribes the regulations in force at Paris, for the like preferva- 
tion of the peace, and the preventing of ftreet robberies. 


To thefe heads are added, a farther account of the French Po- 
lice with regard to the maintainance of their poor; the fupport 
of their hofpitals; the duty of their magiftrates in fupplying 
wood and water, and other neceflary provifions; the preventing 
fires; the regulating of public companies; and the paving, 
cleaning, and lighting the ftreets.. Likewife fome remarks on 
the extent and circumference of London and Paris, the number 
of their inhabitants, and the neceflity of circumfcribing the 
boundaries of each; concluding with an eflimate of the ex- 
pence of the Police. 


Should we attempt to give the Reader a general idea of the 
feveral contents of fuch various articles, we fhould be led far 
beyond our deftined limits: we fhall therefore confine ourfelves 
to the fecond and third articles, which defcribe the eftablifhment 
of the Marechaufee for preventing robberies on the highway ; 
and the regulations likewife for the preventing of ftreet rob- 
beries. 


The Writer gives a very curious and accurate account of the 
rife and jurifdiction of the Marechauiee, which is now compot 
fed of feveral companies, diftributed throughout the kingdom, 
one in every Generalité*, of which there being thirty, confe- 
quently there muft be as many companies ; over each of which 
there is a Prevot General, who conftantly refides in one of the 
principal towns of his department, under whom are two or 
more Lieutenants, refiding in fome of the other diftri€ts : - thefe 
command the Exempts, and thefe again command the feveral 


* A Generalité, in fome parts, comprehends one province ; in others 
two or more. 
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brigades in tae which the’ company is divided; each brigade cont 
fitting of ° Pnamgly.qn,Exempt and four Archers. 


«© Being divided into erent brigades, they are quartered in 
the feveral towns within their department, as near as poffible 
at equal diftances; fo as not to be more than half a day from 
the one to the other; from whence it is their duty to fet out 
every day on horfeback ; the one from one fide of the town, 
and the next from the other ; ; fo that one brigade going towards 
the eaft or fouth, according as the road lies, may meet at the ex- 
trenvity of their patrole the other brigade, that fets out at the 
fame time towards the weft or the north; and the next da 
each going the Oppofite ways, again meet with the other bri- 
gades, fetting out to meet them, in the like manner, from the 
other fides ; fo that each brigade is alternately to meet, every 
other day, the one and the other, that are quartered on each fide 
in the adjoining diftrifis: by this communication they are able 
to carry ona ftring of intelligence, from one extremity of their 
department, and, ‘T may fay, froin one extremity of the king- 
dom, to tlre other. It is by thefe means efpecially, that they 
inform one another of all public diforders, robberies, or other 
crimes, that have beert committed in their own, or in any dif- 
tant diftricts ; and in cafe of the offenders having efcaped, can 
tranfmit the defcription of his perfon, for each ‘to'fearch and 
apprehend him. ‘This intelligence is alfo communicated in an- 
other yet fhorter: method, by fending the defcription, or /g~ 
nalement, as it is called, of the fugitive, tothe ‘public ofhée of 
the Marechauflée at Paris, where it it immediately printed; and 
a proper number of bills fent by the poft to every Prevot general, 
in their feveral departments, who difperfe them to their feveral 
brigades : thus, within a few days, notice of the crime, and a 
defeription of the criminal, are fignified all over the kingdom, 
to thofe very Officers whofe duty it isto apprehend them. It is 
by this me thod likewife that they generally find out and retake 
all deferters from the army. So that it is fcarcely pofible for 
an offerder-of any kind whatever to fhelter himfelf from juftice, 
throughout the circumference of this wide’ and extended king- 
dom.” ‘ 


Having defcribed the order and diftribution of thefe Archers 
of the Marechauffée, the Writer, in the next place, gives an 
account of the fervice they perform, the extent of their power, 
_and the manner of exerting it. Among various fervices which 
he enumerates, ** They guard the Receivers of the public reve- 
nues; and, if required, are ready to do the fame to any Tra- 
vellers, .apprchenfive of danger, upon notice given, and ‘the 
payment ef a certain price, fixed at fo mucha league.” 
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Thefe regulations are admirably well calculated forthe pur- 
pofe of oublic fecurity; and though we are aware of the jea- 


loufy which very juftly prevails in all free kingdonis againft every 


appearance of military eftablifhment, yet we are perfuaded, that 


a guard, in the nature of our light horfe, might, under the di- 
rection of the civil Magiftrate, be made to perform all the func- 


tions of the Marechaufice with good effect. 


With regard to the regulations for preventing ftreet robberies, 
the inhabitants are protected, day and night,’ by a guard of arm- 
ed and difciplined watchmen, under the denomination of the 
Guet a Cheval, and Guet a Pied, who are never to ferve out of 
the walls of the city. 


The Guet 4 Cheval is a company compofed of two: hundred 
effective men, and twenty fupernumeraries, @ommanded by a 
chief, who takes his orders from the Lieutenant de Police, ‘or 
the Minifter who has the department of Paris. ** This com- 
pany is divided into brigades ; each brigade is compofed of a Bri- 
gadier and four horfemen: four brigades, or twenty men, pa- 
trole the ftreets in the daytime; and fifteen brigades, or feventy- 
five men, patrole the ftreets at night: and the whole, in their 
turns, perform thefe feparate duties alternately. 


«© The day guard being thus divided, traverfe the city,in dif- 
ferent patroles, and‘frequently making their rounds, appear, by 
the quicknefs of the circulation, to be more in number than 
what they really are. Each brigade in his turn goes through all 
the public ftreets, fquares, and markets, and traverfes along the 
quays; in doing which, it is their duty to interpofe upon the 
appearance of any tumult and diforder; to feparate and drive 
away all perfons wrangling and quarrelling together; to purfue 
all fugitives upon the firft outcry; and lay hold on the offend- 
ers they are charged with, and conduct them either to the Com 
miflary neareft at hand, or to the Lieutenant de Police, as may 
be required. : 


“ The night brigades, being fifteen in number, @s above- 
mentioned, meet towards evening at the places appointed, to 
receive the parole and order, which is brought from the Com- 
mandant himfelf; and prefcribes the routs they are to take; 
through what ftreets and fquares they are to pafs, and at what 
particular hours; where, and how often, they areto ftop; and 
where to apply for affiftance in cafe-of need. The Brigadiers 
only are entrufted with the fecrecy of thefe orders; which vary 
‘an night; and frequently are changed in one and the fame 
hight, as 
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The Guet a Pied, is a body of four hundred men, in Tike 
manner divided into.a day anda night guard; one hundred and 
five being appointed for the day, and the remaining two hundred 
and ninety-five divide, as near as may be, the night duty; half 
on one night, and half the next, alternately, “Che day guard 
is formed into fiftcen different parties, feven in each; and are 
diftributed in fifteen different guard-rooms, lately built, in dif- 
ferént quarters of the city; where they remain all day, with a 
eentinel at the door, who is relieved every two hours: from 
hence they are ready at the firft call, to give their afliftance up- 
on any event that may occafion a difturbance of the peace. 


“© The night cuard aficmbles at the deftined places upon the 
¢lofe of the day, the ferjeants only approach the order: the duty 
of thefe is, to march and patrole theftreets, in the fame man- 
ner as the horfe guard, and to perform all other duties in com- 
mon withthem: and further, alfo to fearch more narrowly into- 
all the bye-alleys where there are no thorough-fares; into all 
ftalls and rubbifh; and in the boats on the river, to difcover if 
any perfons lie concealed there: fo foon as their affiftance is re- 
quired upon any tumult or diforder, they fend an advanced cen- 
tinel, to give notice tothe other parties, to join them; who are 
immediately to change their pofts, and conform to what is re- 
quired. ‘They make their report every morning to certain off- 
cérs, to whom the chief command is now fubftituted, in the 
room of the Chevalier du Guet, which commiffion has been 
fometime ago fupprefied. 


“© Tt muft be obfervcd,, that the night-watch in general, both 
of horfe and foot, are never toxremain more than one hour in a 
place; and it is ufual for the commanding officers of each, to 
fend out their fpies, to examine if the orders are punctually ex- 
ecuted, and if the refpective corps are at their proper ftations,. 
and at the appointed times ; all which obliges them in general 
to be exactly attentive to the execution of their duty. Thefe 
ftations are changed every night in different parts of the city ; 
fo: that the fame guard ts never two nights together in the fame 
place; by which means they cannot receive any bribe or con- 
tribution for connivance, from any particular quarter ; and, as 
the orders of the night are entruited only to the brigadiers or 
ferjeants, the private men never know where they are to be, 
and confequently perfons of bad defigns can take no advantage 
of putting their enterprize into, execution, by the means of a 
previous intelligence of the intended ftations.” 


We cannot fuficiently applaud the good fen’e and policy of 
thefe inftitutions, which are excellently contrived to prevent any 
Repligence of duty, or amy corrupt combination among the 
guards. 
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euards. How greatly preferable is this to the eftablifhment of 
thofe miferable and moftly decrepid wretches whom we call 
watchmen, who frequently negle& their duty, and often willfully 
connive at malefa&tors? Why may nota fet of able-bodied men 
properly armed, be appointed to patrole the ftreets, and to vary 
their {tations every night to different parts of the city? Such a 
regulation would certainly be more effectual for the public fecu- 
rity ; ; and were we to coinpare the charge of fuch an eftablifh- 
ment, with the amount af the fums raifed in our feveral, pa- 
sifhes for the pay of our ufelefs watch, the difference of expence 
would be found very imconfiderable. On the whole, molt of 
the provifions in the French police might be introduced here ; 
with this caution, that the guards emp'oyed for this purpofe, 
be not put on a military eftablifhment. To avoid this, they 
may, with very litde alteration, be appointed and controuled by 
the fame power as our nightly watch. 


There are many other obfervable and valuable particulars ia 
this account of the French Police, for which we are obliged ta 
refer the Reader to the treatife itfelf.. We will only add, that 
ufeful as the matter is, it receives no fmall addition from the 
manner in which it is conveyed: the Writer having throughout 
exprefied himfelf with precilion, perfpicuity, and judgment. 


R-d 


A complete Syftem of aftronomical Chronology, unfolding the Scrip- 
tures: In which, 1. The Chronology of the Mafiretic Hebrew 
text is proved, by aftronomical arguments, to be genuine and au- 
thentic, without error and without corr uption. Il. The date Hf 
the creation is fixed, Il. The year, month, day of the mont 
and day of the week, in which the Ifraelites went out of Egyp', 
are afcertained. IV. It is clearly proved, that at the going cut 
of Egypt, the criginal Sabbath was changed by divine legiflative 
authority. \. It is proved, that our Saviour rofe from the dead 
on the feventh day of the week, in the uninterrupted feries of 
weeks from the creation, and that the criginal feventh day, or pa- 
triarchal Sabbath revived with him. Vit. tis proved, that our 
Saviour gave up the ghoft upon the crofs, on the very month, day, 
hour, and minute, on whichthe Pafchal Lani b was ordered by the 
law to be flain. NVI. Thechronology of the five books of Mo afes 
is completed in all its particulars. V\\1. ‘The aftronomical epocha 
of the gafpel, and the year, month, and day of Chri it’s death are 
determined. By John I Kennedy, Rector of Bradley in Derby- 
fhire. gto. 14. 5s. bouad. Davis and Reymers. 





T is feveral years fince Mr. Kennedy firft intimated his 
defi; gn, of giving the world a fyftem of facred chronology, 
Ff 3 founded 
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founded on aftronomical principles, ‘The Manner: in which 
he then treated the character of the favourite aftronomer and 
chronologift of the laft and prefent age *, was by no means cal- 
culated to enfure a favourable reception of his own fcheme. It 
is no wonder, therefore, if an apparent want of candour in him, 
fhould occafion a real one in the advocates for thofe fyftems he 
confeffedly laboured to overthrow. We mutt do him the juftice, 
neverthelefs, to own, that, in.the prefent, work, he hath ina 
great meafure avoided running into thofe reflections, which 
were fo juftly exceptionable in his former treatife. It is: for 
this Feafon, added to_that of the importance of the defign, and 
the time and pains our laborious Author hath beftowed on. this 
voluminous work, that we think hjm entitled to a greater fhare 
of attention and Tegard than fo unpromifing and unpopular an 
attempt might otherwife acquire. . Kennedy is indeed bY. no 
means happy either in his ‘ftyle or method; a certain conftitu- 
tional warmth of expreflion fometimes debafing the one, and 
the want of being. verfed in literary, compolition defacing the 
other : not but that it mutt be allowed a very arduous tafk, in 
a work of fo comprehenfiye a‘nature, to difplay at once the 
abilities and knowlege of an aftronomer, a chronologitt, and 4 
divine, 


The.ptincipal view, in which this learned writer would chufe 
to, be confidered, is probably. that of a chronologift; but, as the 
certainty. of; his chronological tables will be imagined to de- 
pend fo greatly on his aftronomical fyftem, we fhall enquire 
firft into the merit and validity of his icovedier: in that fcience, 
‘The moft confiderable of thete are his pretenficns to determine 
the exact length of a folar day, and of a tropical year, and his 
fhewing them to be invariable and commenfurate to each other. 
Aftronomers affirm and will undertake to demonftrate by obfer- 
vation, that folar days are not of equal length during the whole 
‘year; hence are framed their tables of the equation of time, 
all which, Mr. Kennedy takes upon him to affert in plain 
terms, are unaffronomical; every folar day being perfectly equal: 
Again, with regard to the tropical year, the aftronomers, con- 
cluding they could not rely onthe quantity of it, collected 
from obfervations that were made at the diftance of one year, 
have chofen to determine it by taking the obferyations of two 
equinoxes at manyyears diftance from one another, and di- 
viding the:time between the obfervations by the number of re- 
voluticns' the fun had made; ‘this quantity fhewing the time of 
one revolution; or the period af the earth in her orbit: that is 
not with a mathematical precifion, but nearly fo; for by this 
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method, if any miftake fhould have been made in the’ obfervar 
tions, it will be divided into fo many parts, according to. the 
number of years, that ic will be infenfible for the {pace of on¢ 
year. To this method alfo Mr. Kennedy objects, and calls it 
jikewife unaftronomical; pretending to have diicovered the exa& 
Jength of a tropical year, by the aflumption of arbitrary num- 
bers ; which, though not dire@ly deduced from actual obferva- 
tion, yet ferve to calculate the revolutions, eclipfes, &¥c.. of the 
fun and moon with greater exa¢tnefs than can be done by any 
numbers, taken from tables of equation, founded on obferva- 
tion. In proof of this, he hath given us a multiplicity of cal- 
culations, tending to fhew a greater conformity, or nearer coin- 
cidence, between his numbers and the feveral obfervations of 
aftronomers, than there is between the numbers extracted from 
the beft aftronomical tables and the fame obfervations.. He 
appeals alfo to future obferv:'ions for the like confirmation ; 
and challenges the aftronomers to calculate from any number of 
years back, down to’ any future tranfit or eclipfe ; fully .conft- 
dent that his numbers will be found to come nearer the truth of 
the obfervation than theirs. This method of decifion,:it mut 
be owned, is very fair; and, if purfuedy will in time put it out 
of all doubt, how far Mr. Kennedy is, or is not, miftakem. 
For our own part, however, we fhould not be furprized.to find 
our Auther, in this, frequently right, even admitting him to be 
in general wrong; for, notwithftanding his numbers may. be 
called merely arbitrary, the lengths both of his tropical year 
and folar day appear to be mean proportionals of different num- 
bers deduced from the obfervations of aftronomers. At the fame 
time, it may not be amifs to animadvert on the circumftances 
that might induce our Author to purfue this mode of invefti- 
gation, 


In forming a fyftem of chronglogy fo extenfive as to ‘refer 
back to the commencement of time, it was very natural to in- 
quire whether afy regularity of zra could be founded on aftro- 
nomical principles ; thefé, when once eftablifhed, being more 
fatisfactory, and lefs liable to controverfy, than any others. The 
exact quantity, however, of a folar tropical year, as well as a 
folar day, appearing indeterminate by the obfervations’of. mo- 
dern aftronomers, it feems as if Mr. Kennedy would have bees 
totally at a ftand had not the lucky thought fuggefted itfelf, 
that both years and days mu& be equal, notwithftanding their 
inequality by obfervation. The expedient of taking the mean 
of feveral different obfervations, however unexceptionable to 
practical aftronomers, appeared to him very bungling and uz- 
afroncenical ; and the phyfical reafons, given for the irregulari- 
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ties of the planetary motions, however convincing to the phy- 
fiologifts, feemed as unphilofophica! and inconclufive. 


The unlucky expreffions which have dropt from Sir Ifaac 
Newton and others, refpecting the irregularity of the planetary 
motions *, the wafle of matter in, the fun, and its occafional 
fupply from the comets, have been a ftumbling block in the 
way even of many a promifing Newtonian ; we need not won- 
der, therefore, that our chronological theologue fhould, from 
fo extravagant a theory, deduce nothing in favour of practical 
obfervation ; efpecially as the only method of fecuring obfervers 
from falling into any material error was itelf fufficient to make 
him conclude the obfervation falfe and unaftronomical. How 
Mr: Kennedy could, get over the known and obvious effe& of 
planetary attraction, we cannot conceive; or indeed, how he 
could lay down any kind of aftronomical principles in which 
the planets Mercury, Venus, Jupiter, and Saturn had no man- 
ner of influence or concern. But this we muft fay in his fa- 
vour, that fome of the principal errors, we conceive he hath 
allen into, have been in fome meafure owing to the ignorance 
of geometricians in philofophical matters, and their inaccurate 
and unguarded modes of expreffion, even in their mathematical 
reafonings. 


Our learned Author doth not appear to fet up for a geome- 
‘rician or a practical aftronomer ; fince he hath very implicitly 
quoted the definitions of the one, and borrowed the obferva- 
cions of the other. It would be unjuft, therefore, in them to 
cenfure him for the miftakes they have led him into: on the 
contrary, they would do well to reconcile their own incon: 
fiftencies, and take care to expreis them{elves with more preci- 
fion for the future. Mr. Kennedy hath given a fufficient proof 
of the neceflity of this, in the beginning of his fecond Dif- 
-fertation, where he quotes feveral paflages from Keil and Fer- 
gufon, in which both affirm, that the earth turns round its 
-axis, in, twenty-four hours, and yet both allow that the fixed 
ftars appear to go round the earth in twenty-three hours, fifty- 
fix minutes, and four feconds. Now Mr. Fergufon, as well as 
every other affronomer, knows that an abfolute turn of the 


* Of this kind isthe paflage quoted, page 195. in Mr, Kennedy’s work. 

«« Dum cometz moventur jn orbibns valdé excentricis undeque et quo- 
guoverfum in omnes cceli partes, utique nullo modo fieri potuit ut coeco 
fato tribuendum fit, quod planete in orbibus concentricis motu confi- 
mili ferantur codem omnes; exceptis nimirum jirregularitatibus quibuf- 
dow, Vix notatu dignis, que ex mutuis planetarum et cometarum in fe 
invicern a€tionibus oriri potuerint; quaque verifimile eft fore ut longuin- 
-quitace temporis majores ufque evadant, donec hac nature compages 
sanum emcudatricem fit defideratura.” : e 
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earth on its axis is a fidereal, and not a folar day; fo that the 
earth exceeds a revolution in twenty-four, hours. Not but 
that Mr. Kennedy might have very well underftood thefe ex- 
preflions in the meaning they weve certainly intended to con- 
vey: for, though Keil in his XVIII. Lecture fays, the earth 
has a vertiginous motion round her axis in twenty-four hours ; 
and Fergufon in his XLVII. Seé&tion fays the fame; yet the 
former in his XXV. Lecture, and the latter in his CCXXI. 
Se€tion, exprefsly make the diftin¢ction above mentioned 
between the fidereal and folar day. So that what had been 
faid before fhould have been underi{tood as a general expreffion 
in whole numbers, which is allowable, or at leaft commonly 
praGtifed, in giving the firft general idea of the objects of any 
treatife, and fhould not have been quoted by our Author as a 
flat contradiCtion. 


Again, Mr. Kennedy appears to have entirely mifunderftood 
and mifapplied a fcheme, taken from Fergufon’s Aftronomy, to 
explain the caufe and quantity of the difference between the 
lidereal and folar day; that difference not being produced in the 
manner he hath illuftrated; which is by fuppofing it a mere 
equatorial fcheme, as if the orbit of the earth’s annual motion 
lay in the plane of the equator. But whether this error fhould 
be imputed moft to mifapprehenfion in our Author, or to the 
want of perfpicuity in Mr. Fergufon’s fcheme, we fhall not take 
upon us to fay. Certain it is, that aftronomers have fallen into 
the inaccuracy of expreffion above cenfured, in their illuftra- 
tions of this very phenomenon: for they fay, ‘* becaufe the 
earth goes round the fun in the fame direétion as it turns round 
its axis, namely, from w./ to eaff, and thefe motions are with- 
Mn the {phere of the ftars, in comparifon of which the earth’s 
annual orbit is only a dimenfionlefs point ; let the folar days in 
a year be what they will, the number of fidereal days will be 
pne more. For the effect of one turn of the earth on its axis, 
with refpect to day and night, is loft by the earth’s motioh 
round the fun; juft as it would be to a traveller, in going quite 
_yound the earth from eaft to weft, following the apparent diur- 
nal motion of the fun: for let him take what time he would to 
go round the earth, he would reckon one day lefs at his return 
than the people would do who remained ‘all the while. at the 
place from which he fet out.” | 


Now can any thing be more natural than for a Reader, who 
perhaps never formed a geometrical idea of the fituation and 
revolution of the planets, to conclude from this paflage that 
the earth actually revolved round the fun in the plane of the 
equator ; or that the Jofs of a folar day in its annual and 
ewe gE ake Se Oe ’ ; ution 
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lution was direétly owing to the revolution of the earth on its 
axis in the. very. plane of. its orbit: in which cafe, the dif- 
ference between the fidereal and folar days would appear to be 

cxaétly one day, and all thefe days perfectly equal and commen- 
furcte to eachother! And, in fact, thus Mr. Kennedy feems 
to have underftood this matter; for, in his illuftration of Fer- 
gufon’s fcheme, he fuppofes his traveller to go round the globe 
full eaft on the equator ; whereas he fhould have fuppofed him 
to proceed in the oblique direction of the ecliptic. “The aftro- 
nomers will doubtiefs excufe themfelves by faying, they have 
elfewhere expretsly. declared, that if the earth proceeded equally 
round the fun in the.plane of the equator, the folar days would 
be: all. equal and»commenfurate to the fidereal. But what is 
this but a.fair confeflion, that they are guilty of thefe incon- 
fiftencies and obfcurities, which Mr. Kennedy charges on them? 
For. they will not furely maintain the propriety of faying, that 
a body, moving in the plane of the ecliptic, and revolving round 
its axis in that of the equator, proceeds and revolves in the 
fane direCtion. A feaman might as well maintain the propriety 
of faying, two fhips fteer the fame courfe, when there is two or 
three points of the compafs difference. Hence, though it 
fhould be found true, even to a geometrical demonftration 
that, while the ecliptic preferves an obliquity to the equator, 
the fidereal days muft be as incommenfurate to the folar, as the 
fide of a fquare to its diagonal; yet we think the aftronomers 
may thank themfelves’for many of the blunders Mr. Kennedy 
has fallen into, refpecting this fcience, as well as for the trouble 
he may give them to refute him. This, however, may not 
be a great deal, as any one may very fafely undertake to de- 
monittrate, both by theory and obfervation, that folar days are 
not equal ; and that, on the fuppofition of the earth’s revolu- 
tions on its axis being perfectly equable (which is admitted on 
both fides) the fpace of four minutes aflumed by Mr. Kennedy 
as the complement or exact difference between the fidereal and 
folar day, however conveniént it may prove to the purpofe of 
his calculations, is arbitrary and una/tronomical. 


With refpegt to the length and equality of the tropical. year, 
che arguments that might be brought from theory and obferva- 
sion; are alfo.equally cogent to prove Mr. Kennedy abfolutely 
miftaken. The'precife length of the folar tropical year he af- 
firms to be 365 days, 5 hours, and 49 minutes, to a mathema- 
tical exactnefs ; having never varied the fmalleft partof time 
fince the creation. This exact meafure he deduces, by dividing 
the time elapfed between the firft autumnal equinox, as ga- 
thered from the Pentateuch, and the fun’s entrance in the fame 
equinoctial point, as obferved by the late Dr, Bradley at a. 
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wich, by the number of years from the creation to the time of 
Dr. Bradley’s obfervations. Now, fuppofing Mr. Kennedy not to 
be miftaken in the number of his divifor, what hath he done in 
this particular, but followed the example of the aftronomers, 
who determine the length of the year, as before obferved, by 
dividing the time elapled between two equinoxes obferved at 
many years diftance from each other, by the number of thofe 

ears? It is true, he takes a greater number of years, and 
therefore may be fuppofed to come nearer the truth; but the 
uncertainty of ancient hiftory, as well as of ancient obfervation, 
is fo great, that a confiderable latitude was thereby afforded him 
to aflume fuch a number of years as would beft concur with 
aftronomical obfervation : fo that whatever ufe may be made of 
his calculations in chronology, no inference can be drawn from 
them to prove aftronomically, that the tropical year and folar 
day are always equal to themfelves, or that the fidereal and fo- 
lar day are commenfurate to each other. 


We do not deny, though we think it doubtful, that a period 
can be afcertained, in which the different revolutions of the 
earth may ke completed exaétly at the fame inftant. Mr. Ken- 
nedy, indeed, pretends to have difcovered it; and this, he fays, 
is 1440 years exactly ; a day, though not an aliquot part of a 
year, being the aliquot of 1440 years, and all the mutiples of 
that number ; but difcoveries founded on the mere coincidence 
of numbers, however near they may approach to the truth, or 
however ferviceable they may prove to the Chronologift, are not 
fufficient to afcertain aftronomical principles. We are furprized 
however, to find Mr. Kennedy fo difpleafed with approximation, 
which, he fays, always involves a mixture of error; when his 
own methods of deducing his whole numbers is fo near a kin to 
it. We would afk him, what he calls the method exemplified in 
page 165 of his work, for finding out the 45 minutes above the 
meafure of the mean Julian year? If this be not approxima- 
tion, it is fomething liable to much greater exceptions ; being 
an abitrary method of deducing mean integers, and applying 
them to quantities, without knowing whether thefe quantities 
are integral and applicable, or not. Procruftes like, however, 
Mr. Kennedy, finding one meafure too fhort for his purpofe, 
lengthens it; and jf another be too long, he fhortens it to his 
ftandard. ie Spas ae : 


But our Author hath not only thus determined the exact 
time of a folar tropical year and of a folar day, but alfo of a 
mean lunation, which, -he fays, is 29d. 12h. 44m. 1% 457", 
and this he affirms to be true, even to mathematical precifion ; 
having neyer been more or lefs fince the creation. Thefe re 
1G? be é tte i; -_ > ers, 
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bers, however, are deduced much in the fame manner as the 
preceding, and are therefore liable to the fame objections. 


But perhaps the ftrongeft objection that can be made to thee 
numbers of Mr. Kennedy, will arife from the confideration, 
that they are deduced folcly from the revolutions of the earth 
and moon, as if thofe of the other planets in the folar fyftem 
had no iufiuence or effect on them: whereas it is notorious, 
that the planets have a mutual and reciprocal effe€&t on each 
other’s orbits. Our author denies this doctrine, and tells us, 
that our proofs of it, are anly the effects of inaccurate obferva- 
tion. But this is to be proved, not only fiom actual obfervation, 
but from a theory, founded on the {tricteft geometrical reafon- 
ing, and the moft accurate phyfical experiment. Mr. Kennedy 
indeed objec ‘Cts, that if the doctrine be true, that there are fuch 
difturbances in the planets motions as affect the earth’s annual 
period, they muft produce their effects upon the equator, We 
imagine, however, he would be greatly at a lofs to give us a 
mechanical defcription of what thefe effects fhould be; and 
very certain we are, that neither obfervation nor calculation 
could afford the means of commen‘urating thofe effects. We will 
not pretend to deny that the near approach of a planetary body 
to the earth, might not even vary the time of its diurnal rota- 
tion ; but, as the mechanical caufe of gravitation would be at 
the fame time equally affected thereby, it would be impoffible 
to difcover by any clock or pendulum, whether its motion was 
affected or not. 


That there is an eftablifhed and uninterrupted harmony in 
the fyftem of nature, we may very readily admit; but this har- 
mony is general, and not partial: and we are fo far from thi@ge- 
ing the apparent irregularities in the motion of the planets ar- 
guments againft it, that.we think them the ftrongeft arguments 
for fuch an eftablithed harmony. Indeed our Author might as 
well affirm, that there is no eftablifhed proportion between 
geometrical figures and quantities, becaufe nature will not ad- 
mit of the quadrature of the circle, as that there is no efta- 
blifhed harmony in nature, if the revolutions of the ea:th and 
moon are not found peifectly to coincide in.a determinate pe- 
riod, 


Having thus examined into the defects of Mr. Kennedy’s 
poftulara, confidered as aftronomical principles, we come to 
confider the ufe he hath made of them in chronology. And 
here we cannot help teftifying our admiration at the numerous 
inftances he hath given of bis ingenuity and induftry, in his 
endeavours to adopt and reconcile the text of facred hiftory to 
his aftronomical data. 
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The firft thing remarkable in his chronological fyftem, is thi 
fixing the date of creation, or the commencement of time.; 5 
which, he fays, took place 5770 years ago, on the fourth day 
of the week at noon, in a meridian paffing | over the great Pacific 
Ocean: on which occafion, he obferves, **it would furely behigh- 
ly incongruous and abfurd, to date the beginning of time from 
an intermediate and not from the central point of the day.” We 
apprehend, however, that many of his readers may difcover an 
equal incongruity and abfurdity in dating the commencement of 
time from any part of the day ‘after the beginning of the FIRST. 
But it is to be obferved, that our Author confines himfelf lites 

rally to the terms of Scripture ; and fuppofes fome days. to have 
elapfed before the computation of time by means of the com- 
bined appearance of the fun and moon. As he muft neverthelefs 
be fuppoted to {peak always aftronomically, he fhould have ex- 
plained himfelf a little more fully in refpeé to thefe extra days ; 
which he fuppofes to have exifted before the commencement of 
time. ‘* Thefe four firft days, fays he, [by the way, however, 
they can be by his fcheme but sen and an half} had a read 
exifte ace, and are to be reckoned real natural days, with 
their evenings and mornings, in which the earth, by the im- 
mediate power of the Creator, was made to revolve about its 
axis in the {pace of 24 hours, as we have defined the time by 
common confent ; yet they exifted before the earth was caufed to 
proceed in its orbic, or had any progreflive motion.” Now, 
nothing can teem with greater incongruity than this paffage : 
for, in ‘the firft place, there could be neither evening nor morn- 
ing, ihe eye | fpeaking, till the formation of the fun. 
And\though we fhould fuppofe, in order to accommodate our 
meaning to the fcriptural terms, that a certain light previoufly 
ifted, which, for that time, fupplied the place of the fun, yet 
the earth, revolving in lefs than 24 hours, or @ folar day, thofe 
days could not be ‘with any propriety reckoned as fuch among 
the days of the week, taken up in the creation, unlefs fuch 
days were admitted not to be equal with the reft. And if they 
were unequal, the firft week, or the week of creation, muft 
have been fhorter than any fuc ceeding week: in which cafe, we 
refer it to Mr. Kennedy’s confideration, whether this circum- 
{tance will not derogate from the dignity and veracity of his 
fyftem of feven days, which, he.fays, ‘¢ derives its origin from 
che immediate inftitution of the Deity; the term feventh day 
implying an inftituted zra, for which the uninterrupted fuc- 
ceffions of an eftablifhed period or cycle muft be computed, the 
firft of which was completed on the feventh day of the crea- 
tion.” Now, by our Author's’ own method of calculation, 
the three days and half, or time elapfed from the beginning of 
Monday morning to Thurfday noon, would be fourteen mi- 
nutes 
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¢ 
nutes lefs, than the three days and half following, or from 
thence to Sunday at midnight: and thus the ftandard week, or 
zera completed as a model for the reft, would be fhorter than 
any fucceeding one. 


The next propofition our Author endeavours to eftablith, is, 
that time commenced at the autumnal equinox, in coincidence 
with a full moon. We have already intimated what he means 
by the commencement of time ; what we are to underftand by 
its taking place in coincidence with a full moon is, that he 
dates the earth’s annual motion from the extreme, or laft, point 
of the original full-moon day. Not that he conceives the moon 
made its appearance to enlighten the earth, till the evening of 
the. fourth day, full thirty hours after the time of the oppofition ; 
fuppofing the original ftation of the full moon to have been 
fixed, by the ordination of the Creator, in ip/jjimis nodis ; or in 
that point in which the orbit of the moon interfects the an- 
nual orbit of the earth. So that had the fun, moon, and 
earth exifted, the moon muft have fuffered a total and. central 
eclipfe. 


Mr. Kennedy is very elaborate in his calculations, to prove 
that fuch was the pofition of the two great luminaries, with 
refpe&t to each other, at the creation; and that their revolu- 
tions have ever fince perfectly correfponded with aftronomical 
obfervations, and with the chronology of facred hiftory, as it is 
to be gathered from the Maforetic Hebrew text. At the fame 
time, he charges the Septuagint Greek verfion with an error of 
no lefs than 1386 years, which have been hypothetically in- 
ferted in its computations; and calls upon the advocates for that 
verfion, to fhew by calculation, from the original full-moon j 
coincidence with the vernal equinox, agreeable to their ori 
ciples, that a total eclipfe of the fun will be obfervable at Lon- 
don, on the firft of April, upon a Sunday, between ten and 
eleven o’ clock in the morning, in the folar tropical year of the 
world 7189, anfwering, according to their chronology, to’ the 
year of our Lord 1764. For the particular fteps and methods 
of reafoning, by which his chronological inferences are deduced 
from fcripture, we muft refer the Reader to his work, page 
152—158, and alfo under the article of the fcriptural year; 
where he will find fufficient proofs of Mr. Kennedy’s in- 
duftry and ingenuity, whatever he may think of the juftice of 
his conclufions. Indeed there are many learned, ‘as well as 
fenfible ‘and pious men, who ftill maintain, that the dates and 
times mentioned a the Old Teftament, muft be'on many ac- 
counts erroneous and defective : how far Mr. Kennedy’s calcu- 
lations may in time operate to convince them of the contrary, 
experience 
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experience will fhew. ‘If any one, fays ‘he, can fairly and 
critically prove, that my deductions from the writings of Mofes 
are mere fictions and fancies, then it muft be faid, that I have 
Juckily mifinterpreted fome general expreflions into a true aftro- 
nomical xra, refpecting the fun and moon, and cofrefponding 
day of the week.” It will behove Mr.’ Kennedy, however,,to 
remove ‘all the objections above mentioned, beforé his @ra will 
be allowed tobe ftrictly aftronomical : but as he ‘appeals for the 
truth of it to the effects, which, in its ufé and application, he 
fays, ** it mever fails to produce, in an exact agreement ‘with 
thé natural fituation of the fun and mooh in the heavens, with- 
out any exceptions to the contrary,” it is to thofe effects alfo 
we chufe to appeal ; without concluding any thing for or againft 
it, from his numerous calculations, applied to texts of Scripture, 
and the inaccurate obfervation of the ancients. It‘ would, in- 
deed, be too tedious a tafk for us to purfue our Author through 
the labyrinth of thofe calculations, or of his interpretations’ of 
Scripture, in order to detect the errors he may very poffibly 
have fallen into in both; it would be alfo fo far needlefs, in that 
Mr. Kennedy, if his aftronomical principles are true, can with 
much greater eafe obviate the objections which aftronomers will 
make agaittft them.* Our Author, indeed, aflures us, that his 
calcutations. perfeétly Coificide with the obfervations of the beft 
modern“obfervers, and that they come nearer the truth, than 
thofe which are deduced from the tables: We do not think this 
allertion,. however, fufficiently. proved, or confirmed by a com- 
petent number. of trials ; although we fhould ‘not wonder, a3 
before obferved, that Mr. Kennedy’s calculations fhould, in a 
number of years, frequently approach, or hit on the truth whea 
the lengths of his tropical year, as: well as of his mean luna- 
tign arc fo nearly what they have been actually obferved ; and 
are probably mean proportionals of what fuch obfervations would 
be, if taken for many ages. On this fuppofition, it is not fur- 
prifing, therefore, if fuch numbers fhould anfwer all the pur- 
pofes of chronolog gy. They cannot be brought, neverthelefs, 
with any propriety, to afcertain either the exaét aftronomical 
length of the folar day, the tropical year, or of a mean lunation : 
nor indeed do they afford any phyfiological argument to prove 
the age of the world. For could our Author even afcertain the 
exact pofition of all the planets in the fyftem, with regard to 
each other, at the creation, or trace them back by a calculation 
to the inftant when they lay all in one meridian, yet this would be 
no proof that they might not have defcribed a cycle previous to 
that inftant. Suppofing, however, that Mr. Kennedy’s chro- 
nology is exactly taken ‘from the Hebrew text, we will admit 
‘that i¢ is a good hiftorical proof of the world’s age. - But, as 
vour Author’s leading principles are, that without aftronomy 
there 
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there is no certainty in chronology, and without chronology 
there is no hiftory,.we conclude’ his whole fcheme muft, in a 
great meafure, ftand or fall with his aftronomical principles. 


Having thus gone through the principal fubjeéts of his firft, 
fecond, and third Differtations, we fhall content ourfelves with . 
juft giving the outlines of the fourth, fifth, and. fixth, which 
compleat the work. The firft fubject of enquiry, in the fourth 
Differtation, is, a perfect national kalendar ; no fuch thing being 
to. be found in all the computation of times ufed by European 
nations, The next is the fciiptural kalendar, or primeval 
form of the year; all practical knowlege of which, fays our 
Author, is as entirely loft to the Jews, as it is unknown to 
the Chriftians. Indeed we do not remember, any more than 
our Author, to have met with one writer, who feems to have 
any notion or idea of the reality of its exiftence; nay, we are 
under fome doubt, whether, notwithftanding all the pains Mr, 
Kennedy hath taken to illuftrate this point, there will not be 
{till found many writers and. readers too, in the very fame cir- 
cumftances. We think, neverthelefs, that great ingenuity is 
fhewn in this part of his work; and that his divifion of the pri- 
mitive and fcriptural year into a twofold epoch, the one refpect- 
ing the fun, the other of the moon, is well worthy the eonfi- 
deration of our chronological divines. 


The defign of the fifth Differtation, is, to fettle the chrono- 
logy of that year in which the I[fraelites went out of Egypt, 
when the Paflover was inftituted: and the purport of the fixth, 
which, in the work is blended with the former, is, to fettle the 
chronology of that year in which our Saviour fuffered on the 
Paffover day. TThefe two {criptural years, our Author tells, us, 
were felected, not only becaufe they are diltinguifhed by véry 
remarkable and interefting events, but alfo on account of their 
clofe connection with each other. Hence it is, that the en- 
deavours to illuftrate the harmony fubfifting between the law 
and the gofpel, and to fhew that the latter is but a counterpart 
of the former ; fpecifying how and in what manmer the prophe- 
cies of the law were punétually accomplifhed in the adlions 
and perfon of Jefus; how fhadows gave way to fubftance, and 
how type was fulfilled in antitype ; it being evident, according 
to Mr. Kennedy, that Jefus expired on the crofs on the very 
month, day, hour, and minute, in which the Pafchal Lamb 
was ordered, by God himfelf, to be flain. 


In order to fhew this correfpondency and agreement between 
the legal type and the evangelical antitype, Mr. Kennedy hath 
difcufled at late that agitated and peplexing queftion, Whether 
our 
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eur Savisur eat the legal paffover the night before he fuffered ? 


which he determines in the negative : and, indeed, according 
to him, it was of very confiderable confequence fo to determine 
it; for otherwife it would neceflarily follow, that Jefus muft 
have eaten this paffover not only irregularly, but in flat con- 
tradiction to the precepts, prophecies, and types of the law, 
as he died on the crofs the moment it was enjoined by the law 
to be flain. 


As to the year of the world in which the Meffiah was ciit 
of, or Chrift died the deata of the crofs, our Author was un- 
der the neceffity of having recourfe to the famous prophecy of 
Daniel’s feventy weeks; there being no other parts of fcripture, 
he fays, which can immcdiately and directly lead us to a dif- 
covery of the very year, month, and day of Chrift’s death, and 
enable us to afcertain feveral remarkable times and feafonss 
which are left undeterminate in the accounts of the Evange- 
lifts. We are not a little apprehenfive here, that many of Mr, 
Kennedy’s Readers will object both to his facts, and his man- 
ner of inveftigating them. With regard to- the circumftance 
of the paflover, a plaufible and ingenious Writer hath already 
attacked him; and wi.h great appearance of candour and 
argument hath attempted to fhew, that our Saviour did eat 
the paflover the night before he fuffered: and as to Daniel’s 
feventy wecks, we fhould not be furprized, that a chronological 
era, dependent’on fuch data, fhould appear fufpicious to the 
unlearned, feeing no tranflation of that famous paflage hath 
ever yet given fatisfattion to many truly great and learned di- 
vines On the whole, therefore, Mr. ‘Kennedy feems to have 
cut himfelf out work enough, if he perfifts in maintaining his 
fyftem againft the attacks of the Newtonian Aftronomers, ‘{up- 
ported by mathematicians, on the one hand ; and againft New- 
tonian chronologitts, fupported by critical theologues, on the 
other. 


After all, as Mr. Kennedy confefledly defires the Reader to 
pay no other regard to his fyftem of chronology, than fuch as 


it may derive from the exaétnefs of its calculations; nor wifhes_ 


his calculations to be farther credited, than as they agree with 
the characters of time delivered to us by Mofes and the pro- 
phets; his pretenfions certainly deferve to be received with can- 
dour and examined with attention. 


We are well apprifed, that our Author’s fyftem hath already 
met, among the laity at leaft, with many fenfible and ingenious 
advocates ;_ among whom it Is very warmly aflerted, that Mr. 
Kennedy hath {reed religion and hiftory from difficulties which 
have appeared infuperable, and darknefs which no luminary of 
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Jearning hath hitherto been able to diffipate : that he hath efta- 
blifhed t..e truth of the Mofaical account, by evidence which no 
tran{cription can corrupt, no negligence can lofe, and no intereft 
pervert: that he hath fhewn the univerfe to bear witnefs to the 
infpiration of its hiftorian, by the revolution of its orbs, and 
the fuccefion of its feafons ; that the ftars in their courfes. fight 
againft incredulity ; that the works of nature give hourly con- 
firmation to the Jaw, the prophets, and the vofpel ; ; of which 
one day telleth another, and one night certifieth another: and 
that he has proved, that the validity of the facred writings ne- 
ver can be denied, while the moon fhali increafe and wane, 
and the fun fhall know his going down.” But, without paying 
any particular regard to fuch a : declamatory ftrain of compli- 
ment, we may fafely { ay, it is very happy for mankind in ge- 
neral, and the Chriftian caufe in particular, that the infpiration 
of the fcriptural hiftorians, and the validity of the facred 
writings, may be proved by very different, and more convincing 
arguments than fuch as our Author deduces from the harmo- : 
nical coincidence of certain numbers, or the uncertain inter- 
pretation of dark, and, perhaps, corrupted texts. We here 
take our leave, therefore, of Mr. Kennedy’s work, referring 
it to the joint and impartial examination of the aftronomers and 


divines, either to be effectually confirmed or refuted. 
K-n-k 


An expoflulatory Epifile to William Hunter M. D. 12mo. 6d. 
Edinburgh. 





HIS epiftte, fubfcribed Alex. Monro, is from the fenior 

anatomical Profeflor of that name, and father of the 
young profeflor,, who was a principal in the late anatomical 
difputes, which chiefly occafioned Dr. Hunter’s Commentaries*. 
It is evident, the Writer of the prefent Letter is not a little 
chagrined by that work. After a fhort addrefs to Dr. H. about 
one third of the Letter is employed in endeavouring to repel 
what the latter has advanced, concerning this fenior Profeflor’s . 
mifreprefenting Dr. Noortwyk on a point of anatomy, in which 
they differed, viz. about an ana/lomo/is, or communication be- 
tween the ballets of the womb and thofe of the fecundines ; 
Profeflor Monro denying fuch a communication, and that learn- 
ed Dutch phyfician writing, feveral years afterwards, in affir- 
mation of it. But abftra&ted from this diverfity of opinion, as 
far as we can judge, without having read that difpute, it does not 
appear to us, that there was any material mifreprefentation of 
Dr. Noortwyk intended or made by the Writer of this Epittle: 


* See Review, Vol. XXYVII, page 319. 
for 
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for though his tranflation of fome paffages in that phyfician’s 
treatife is not always exactly verbal, we do not fee his fenfe 
inverted ; nor have we been informed that Dr. Noortwyk com- 
plained of any fuch mifreprefentation in any reply to Mr. 
Monro, if he made any. But this docs not feem to have been 
one of the principal points infifted on by Dr. H. and was only 
introduced by way of epifode, to retaliate, perhaps, for what 
this Profeflor had afferted, in a former letter concerning Dr. 
H’s litigations with other anatomifts, and for his interfering 
in the difpute between the Doétor and his {yn. 


But with regard to the main point, the right to the annto- 
mical difcoveries contended for, it is remarkable, our fenior 
Profeflor ** refers the Doctor to fuch an anfwer as his fon fhall 
give him of the reafons of his conduct ; and ‘offers to clear 
himfelf by oath, if required. That before his fon went to 
London, he had not the leaft knowlege of Dr. Hunter's hav- 
ing ever demonftrated the injected feminal tubes ; nor of his 
having taught any thing particular, relating to the lymphatic 
veflels.” We fuppofe moft impartial Readers will be apt to 
credit an averment tendered in this manner; which, neverthe- 
lefs, does not efface any of that ftrong and accumulative evi- 
dence, which Dr. H. had produced to his having accomplifhed 
that injection; and maintained the abforbing faculty of the 
lymphatics. ‘This will render our fuppofition,(in our account 
of the Commentaries) that Profeflor Monro‘junior had con- 
cealed his information of thefe particulars, which it is reall 
dificult to imagine he had not received, from his father: to 
which opinion Dr. H. feemed to incline either ferioufly, or from 
2 decent regard to the writer of this epiftle. 





As Dr. H. had affirmed in his Commentaries, that this 
gentleman had formerly been an enemy to anatomical prepara- 
tions, notwithfianding he had wrote upon them; the latter, 
befides his referring to fuch repeated writings, adds, *‘¢ for forty 
years paft, he illuftrated the ftruQture of moft of the organs of the 
body by preparations, in every courfe of anatomy which he 
gave: but that fince 1758, he gave no lectures on preparations 
or injections. He fuppofes the only handle he could give for 
this fuggeftion, muft have been the caution he gave his ftu- 
dents, always to confider what change the method of preparing 
the organs could have on their fhape, fize, folidity, &c. the 
neglect of which had mifled feveral otherwife good and candid 
anatomifts.” : 


a P ‘ a 
The remainder of this epiftle (except what may be confi- 
dered as controverfial on the fenfibility of the periofteum, ten- 
dons, &c.) is employed in fuch perfonal and acrimonious re- 
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flections, as it was natural to fuppofe, muft arife from fuch fe- 
vere paflages in the Commentaries, as relate to our Author and 
his fon, and in which Dr. Hunter, who did not publifh firft on 
thefe occafions, might allow himfelf. Though, to. confider 
the matter in the moft impartial manner, we are really unable to 
fee how Dr. Hunter could avoid aflerting that prior right he has 
proved to the difcoveries in difpute, without fubmiiting to an 


imputation of having purloined them from a younger Gentleman. 


and Anatomift than him/fclf. It is fincerely to be wifhed, that 
all diverfities of opinion, in fciences and profeffions, were to 
be conducted folcly with regard to the litigated points, and ab- 
{tracted from all perfonal fpleen and obliquity. But this, alas ! 
is wifhing what has occurred in very few inftances; and what 
the prefent ftate of human nature, with a very few amiable ex- 
ceptions, feems fcarcely to admit of. For if Readers in gene- 
ral, are chiefly delighted with expreffions that are reciprocally 
bitter and piquant between Difputants ; it is dificult to fuppofe 
the Difputants themfelves, who know this, and who are inter- 
efted in the fubjeGt and the event, will be careful to abftain from 
darting and retorting them. A conteft, neverthelefs, may be 
fo circumitanced, that the faireft fimpleft relation of the fa&s 
may bear very hard on one or the other of the parties, who are 
feldom very equally erroncous or culpable. How the junior 
P.ofeflor will extricate himfelf with honour fiom the prefent de- 
bate, we are unable to fay ; but we ferioufly wifh his reputable 
father, who profefles the utmoft candour himfelf, (and who 
might not have been properly informed of the real flate of the 
matter, before his paternal affection had involved him in it) had 
been fpared much of that chagrine he appears to fuffer from its 
confequences, or had declined giving any occafion for it. 
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The Hiflory of Leuifiana, or, of the cftern Parts of Virginia and 

Carsiina: Containing a Defcripticn of the Countries that lie on 
both Sides of the River Miffifipi: ith an Account of the Sete 
tlements, Inhabitants, Soil, Climate, and Produé&s. Tranflated 
from the French, (lately publifhed) by M. Le Page duPratz*; 
with fome Notes and Obfervations relating to our Colonies. 
1a2mo. 2vols. 5s. fewed. Becket. 


HIS Lifery, as it is called, is faid to have been written 


by a Planter, of fixteen years experience in the country 


* Notwithflanding the pointing of this fentence, we prefume this is 
not the name of the Tranflater, but of the Author. 
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deferibed ; who had alfo the advantage of being Director of the 
public plantations, as well when they belonged to the French 
Company as afterwards, when they fell to the Crown ; ; by which 
means he had the beft opportunities of knowing the nature of 
the foil and climate, their productiens, and the improvements 
they are capable of admitting; circumftances in which, it is 
prefumed, the Englifh nation are at prefent highly interefted. 


It is unfortunate for the public, however, that perfons who 
have the beft opportunities of acquiring knowlege, have fre- 
quently the worft method of communicating it. This feems to 
have been peculiarly the the cafe with our Author, whofe work 
abounds with fo many trifling anecdotes, tedious narratives, and 
unneceflary digreffions, that the ends ‘both of inftruction and 
entertainment are, ina great meafure, defeated, by its prolixity. 
The Tranflator, indeed, tells us, that he hath himfelf metho. 
dized this performance, by reducing it into its prefent form. 
What it muft have been in the original, therefore, we are ata 
lofs to conceive, feeing it is, in its improved ftate, a very flrange 
compilation. 


To give the Reader fome notion of the information or amufe- 
ment this work affords, we fhall briefly mention its contents. 
The Tranflator having arranged his materials, and divided the 
whole into four books. the firft contains an account of the tranf- 
actions of the French in Leouifiana, from the time of their firft 
fettling there, till our Author left the country. In this account 
is given a minute detail of the behaviour of the feveral 
Commandants, and their conduct in regard to the natives 
the acknowleged difpofition and character of the latter, entitling 
them to much better treatment than they frequently met with at 
the hands of the infolent and brutal Othicers of a more polithed 
and civilized nation. 


The treacherous behaviour of thefe encroaching Settlers to- 
wards the Natchez, one of the principal nations on the banks 
of the Mififipi, is a proof how little our European refinements 
in the ar:s of civil life, have contributed to enforce the princi- 
ples of suttice and humanity. A quarrel having arif n between 
the French and thefe people, a war of courfe enfued; which, 
having jafted only four days, was ended at the requeft of the 
former ; and a peace regularly and formally concluded. Not- 

withftan ding th ris, in a fhort time after, the I’rench fell upon them 
unawares, in the night, and wlten they thought themfelves in 
perfect fecurity ; making great flaughter among ater and ob- 
liging them to give-up one of their oldeft Chiefs, in order to 
Procure a peace. Thedifcourfe which our Author had with one 
of them (oon after this affair, will pive the Reader a veey fa- 
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yourable opinion of the native good fenfe of thefe unhappy pea- 
ple, and fhew the cruclty of treating them in fo bafe, fo treach- 
erous a manner. 


‘¢ T one day ftopped the Stung Serpent, who was pafling along, 
without taking notice of anyone. He was brother to the Great 
Sun, and Chicf of the Warriors of the Natchez. I according- 
ingly called to him, and faid, ‘ We were formerly friends, are 
+ weno longer fo?? Heanfwered, Noco; thatis, I cannot tell, 
I replied, * You ufed to come to my houfe; at prefent you pafs 
‘ by. Have you forgot the way; or is my houfe difazreeable 
< to you? As for me, my heart is always the fame, both to- 
¢ wards you, and all my friends. J am not capable of chang- 
¢ ing; why then are you changed ?’ 


<< He took fome time to anfwer, and feemed to be embarrafl- 
ed by what I faidtohim. He never went to the Fort, but when 
fent for by the Commandant, who put me upon founding him ; 
in order to difcover whether his people ftill retained any 
grudge, 


«© He at length broke filence, and told me, ‘ He was afham- 
ed to have been fo long without feeing me; but I imagined, 
faid he, that you were difpleafed at our nation; becaufe among 
all the French who were in the war, you were the only one 
that fe]l upon us.” © You are in the wrong, faid I, to think 
fo. M, de Biainville being our War-chief, we are bound to 
obey him; inlike manner as you, tho’ a Sun, are obliged to 
kill, or caufe to be killed, whomfoever your brother, the 
Great Sun, orders to be put to death. Many other French- 
men hbefides me, fought an opportunity to attack your coun- 
trymen, in obedience to the orders of M. de Biainville; 
and feveral other Frenchmen fell upon the neareft hut, 
one of whom was killed by the firft fhot which the Natchez 
fired.’ 


nan we 8&8 fe ae BH & 
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‘¢ He then faid, ¢ I did not approve, as you know, the war 
our people made upon the French, to avenge the death of their 
relation, fecing I made them carry the Pipe of Peace to the 
French. ‘This you well know, as you firft fmoked in the 
pipe yourfelf, Have the French two hearts, a good one to- 
day, and to-morrow abad one? As for my brother and me, 
we have but one heart, and one word. Tell me then, if 
thou art, as thou fayeit, my true friend, what thou thinket of 
all this, and fhut thy mouth to every thing elfe. We know 
not what to think of the French, who, after having begun 
the war, granted a peace, and offered it of themfelvcs ; and 
| ¢ then, 


na nn ” na "ns ao °” vcr 




















Du Pratz’s Hiftory of Louifana. 447 


‘ then, at the time we were quiet, believing ourfelves to be at 
‘ peace, people come to kill us, without {aying a word. 


¢ Why, continued he, with an air of difpleafure, did the 
¢ French come into our country? We did not goto feek them : 
¢ they afked for land of us, becaufe their country was too L.ttle 
¢ for all the men that were in it. We told them, they might 
¢ take land where they pleafed, there was enou zh for them aad 
‘ for us; that it was good the fame fun fhould enlighten us 
€ both, and that we fhould walk as friends in the fame path ; 
‘ and that we would give them of our provifions, affilt them to 
‘ build, and to labour in their fields. We have done fo; is not 
¢ this an? What occafion then had we for Frenchmen? Be- 
‘ fore they came, did we not live better than we do, feeing we 
‘ deprive ourfelves of a part of our corn, our game, and fifh, 
‘ to give a part to them?’ In what refpect then, had we occa- 
¢ fion for them? Was it for their guns? The bows and ar- 
‘rows which we ufed, were fufficient to make us live we'!l. 
‘ Was it for their white, blue, and red blankets? We can do 
‘ well enough with buffalo fkins, which are warmer; our wo- 
‘me n wrought feather-blankets for the winter, and mulberry- 
‘ mantles for the fummer; which, indeed, were not fo beauti- 
¢ ful, but our women were more laborious, and lefs vain, than 
‘ thev arenow. In fine, before the arrival of the French, we 
¢ lived like men who can be fatisfied with what they have ; 
* whereas at this d: ay we are like flaves, who are not fuifered to 
do as they pleafe.’ 


“ 


A people who could think and reafon in this manner,’ were 
too obnoxious to Frenchmen and French Governors. The lat- 
ter, therefore, took every occafion to opprefs them, and, inthe 
end, finally extirpated them, in the year 1730; not, however, 
beiore they had nobly formed, and in part executed, a fcheme 
for a general maflacre of their infolent and ty rannical Oppreffors. 
Our Author gives us part of a {fpeech made by one of their old 
Chiefs, in a council held on that i important occafion. 


*¢ We have a long time been fenfible, that the neighbourhood 
* the French is a greater prejudice than benefit tous: we, who 

reold men, fee this; the young fee it not. The wares of the 
Frenth yield pleafure to the youth ; but, in effeét, to what pur- 
pofe is all this, but to debauch the young yrs and taint the 
blood of the nation, and make them vain and idle? The young 
men are in the fame cafe; and the married muft work themfelves 
to death, to maintain their families, and pleafe their children. 
Before the French came amongft us, we were men, content 
with what we had, and that was fufficient: we walked with 
boldnefs every road, becaufe we were then our own mafters: 
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but now we go groping, afraid of meeting thorns; we walk like 
flaves, which we fhall foon be, fince the French already treat 
us as if wewere fuch. When they are fufficiently ftrong, they 
will nolonger diflemble. For the leaft fault of our young peo- 
ple, they will tie them to a poft, and whip them, as they do 
their black flaves. Have they not already done fo to one rs our 
young men; and is not death preferable to flavery ©” 


«* Here he paufed a while, and alter taking breath, proceed- 
ed thus: 


s¢ What wait we for? Shall we fuffer the French to multi- 
ply, till we are no longer in a condition to oppofe their efforts ? 
What will the other nations fay of us, who pafs for the moft 
ingenious of all the Red-men? T hey will then fay, we have 
lefs underftanding than other people. Why then wait we an 
longer? Let us “fet ourfelves at liberty, and fhew we are really 
men, who can be [atisfied with what we have.” 





The chief then proceeds to lay down the particulars of his 
defign ; a plot formed with all the art, and carried on with all 
that precaution, which would have done honour to Roman or 
Grecian ftory ; but which, like many other great t defigns, mif- 
carried by the fatal influence of a woman, who found 3 means to 
penetrate the fecret, and then betrayed it. 


In the fecond book, we have an account of the country and 
its produce, to which are added, fome extracts from the hiftori- 
cal Memoirs of Louifiana, by Du Mont, relating to the culti- 
vation and curing of tobacco; the method of extracting tar, 
and making pitch; and of the mines found in that country. 


Book the third comprehends, what is called the natural hif- 
tory of Louifiana; but this is too imperfect, and apparently 
executed with too little judgment to be of any great authority 
with the lovers of this ftudy. The Author’s fhort account of 
the Wren of this country, may ferve as a fpecimen of his man- 
ner of treating thefe fubjects, and as an excufe for our making 
no farther citations from this part of his work. 7 


“© When fpeaking of the king of birds, I fhall take notice of 
the Wren, called by the French Roitelet, (petty King) which 
is the fame in Louifiana as in France. The reafon of its namé 
in French will plainly enough appear from the following hiftory. 
A Magiftrate-no lefs refp eétable for his probity than for the rank 
he holds in the law, affured me, that when he was at Sables 
d’ Olonne in Poitou, on account of an eftate which he had in 
the neighbourhood of that city, he had the curiofity to go and 
fee a white > eagle, which was then brought from America. Af- 
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ter he had entered the houfe a wren was brought, and let fly in 
the hall where the eagle was feeding. “he wren perched upon 
abeam, and was no fooner perceived by the eagle, than he left 
off feeding, flew into a corner, and hung down his head. The 
little bird, on the other hand, began to chirp and appear angry, 
and amoment after flew upon the neck of the eagle, and pecked 
him with the greateft fury, the eagle all the while hanging his 
head in a cowardly manner between his feet. ‘The wren, after 
fatisfying its animofity, returned to the beam.”—This, as the 
News-Writers have it, merits confirmation. 


In book the fourth, is given an account of the Natives of 
Louifiana ; containing, among many trifling, fome curious and 
entertaining articles; but as the principal of thefe are to be 
met with in Charlevoix, Du Mont, and others, we fhall here 
difmifs this work of M. du Pratz; which, tho’ neither deferving 
the name of ahiftory, nor being the moft agreeable performance 
as a work of entertainment, contains many things that may be 
of ufe to thofe who fhall hereafter vifit, or fettle, in thofe 


countries. 
K-n-k 


An Effay on the internal Ufe of the Thorn-Apple, Henbane and 
Monkshood; which are fhewn to be fafe and efficacious Remedies 
in the Cure of many Diforders. By Anthony Storck, M. D. 
Aulic Counfellor and chief Phyfician to her moft facred Ma- 
jefty the Emprefs-Queen, and Phyfician to the Pazmarian Hof- 
pital of Vienna. ‘Tranflated from the original Latin, printed 
at Vienna 1762. 8vo. 1s. Becket. 





E have not been deceived in our repeated * prognoftics 

of Dr. Storck’s extending his medical inveftigations ta 
other poifonous plants in Germany, after his fuccefs there with 
the common Hemlock. His next eflay, according to their or- 
der in this piece, is onthe Stramonium foetidum, or Thorn-apple, 
which, he confefles, all ancient and modern Writers affirm, to 
caufe madnefs, to deftroy our ideas and memory, and to occa- 
fion convulfions. Yet, like a ftaunch Lover of experiments, 
the Door confidering, whether it might not reftore mad folks 
to their fenfes, becaufe it deprived perfons in fanity of them; 
very honeftly, asin the trial of Hemlock, began with taking 
one grain and a half of its extract. He might poffibly be 
prompted to this whimfical, tho’ not wholly incurious, fuppofi- 
tion, by what has been faid here of tobacco’s making thofe wha 
are well fick, and the fick well; fuppofing the fame thing to be 
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faid of it in Germany. The cafes in which he gave it are but 
five; which, he admits, are too few to eftablifh much: and, 
on recounting their events very briefly, they feem to eftablith 
nearly as much againft this poifon as for it. 


The firft cafe was that of a girl twelve years old, who had 
been difordered in her mind for two months, anfwering confu- 
fedly and inarticulately to every queftion. She took half a grain 
of the extract fourteen days, without any alteration; but in 
three weeks became lefs fullen, anfwered more pertinently ; and 
in two months time, when the dofe was increafed to one grain 
and a half daily, fhe began to reafon well, faid her prayers di- 
ftinctly, gradually recovering her underftanding; though we 
are not told how gradually. "The fecond Patient was a woman 
of forty, troubled with an obftinate vertigo, accompanied with 
a degree of madnefs, as the tranflation tells us. She took half 
a grain morning and evening for feven days 5 and from the 
eighth to the twenty- -eighth, daily three grains. ‘I’he vertigo 
feems to have been but little abated by it; but as her anfwers 
became more pertinent, her madnefs is fuppofed to be cured. 
She continued five months in the hofpital, (her vertigo growing 
ftronger) at the end of which fhe died of a true apoplexy. ‘This 
it is certain the extract did not prevent, and not quite fo certain 
it might not caufe, or conducetoit, The third Patient, under 
a true epilepfy, with violent convulfions, and frequent madnets, 
took from one grain tothree, for thirteen days; fpeaking more 
confiftently, and recovering his flefh, before he left the hofpital. 
Inthe beginning of the fourth week, however, he had an epi- 
leptic fit, but without lofs of ftrength or fenfe, and returned to 
the pills, taking many of them, out of the hofpital with him ; 
and promifing to return, if he found the leaft diforder: but 
hearing no more of him, the Doétor fuppofes him cured. In 
the fourth Patient, of nine years old, who was frequently and 
ftrongly convulled, the Doctor candidly acknowleges, one grain 
a day heightned the convulfions ; notwithftanding which, the 
fame dofe was repeated, but with the fame confequence. It 

was then intermitted for fome days and refumed again, but with 
the fame bad effeét: after which other medicines were employ- 
ed; but it is not faid to what purpofe. The fifth and laft Pa- 
tient was a/moff cured; but as there were no more pills to be 
procured in the wine feafon, Dr. Storck obferves, it broke off 
the experiment. He had taken, however, from one grain and a 
half to four, five and fix grains full feventy days; and, when 
tney were all fpent, he rcfufed to take any other medicine, 
which, it feems, the Doé&tor thought neceflary. We cannot, 
therefore, reafonably fuppofe this above three quarters of a cure: 
tho’ it proves, that the continuance of this extract of the Thorm- 
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apple, even to five or fix grains daily, was fafe at leaft. This 
lant abounds in Carolina and Virginia too; and Beverley’s Hif- 
tory of the laft of thefe colonies informs us, that fome of the 
earlieft Settlers, or fome Sailors landing there, and miftaking it 
for fpinage, (a very grofs miftake) boiled and eat plentifully of 
it. The confequence of which was, a ridiculous and filthy 
idiocy of about twenty-four hours duration. Perhaps its being 
boiled in a large quantity of water, might leflen the proportion of 
thofe oblong bright fpicular falts which, the Doétor informs us, 
abounded and fparkled i in the black friable extract he obtained 
from the evaporated juice; and which remind us a litide of 
the fhining needle-like f{picula in a lump of crude antimony. 


The Extract of Henbane was given in thirteen cafes, after a 
dog had firft taken ten, and then twenty grains of it, without 
any enfuing fymptom: but two drachms, given three days after 
the laft, were attended with high nervous ones; a ftrong con- 
traction of the pit of the ftomach; agreat dilatation of the pu- 
pil, nearly a total lofs of fight, with trembling and weaknefs ; 
though after vomiting, purging, and fleeping much, he reco- 

vered entirely. Dr. Storck next took one grain fatting for feven 
enfuing days, without the leaft alteration in his health or fight 5; 5 
having rather a more open belly, and a far better appetite on 
thofe days, than at other times.——The firft Patient and Subject 
of it, had been afflicted with wandering convulfions for a year 
before; which had baffled all other remedies. She took from 
three to nine grains of the extract of Henbane, for the {pace of 
about two months ; ; after which, as no convulfive fymptom ap- 
peared, it was difcontinued. The fecond had a convulfive tre- 
mor of theright foot. She took from two to three grains of the 
extract; and in three weeks the diforder went quite off. She 
had daily plentiful ftools with thefe pills, being coftive before, 
Within half an hour after taking a pill of one grain, which was 
given twice the four firft days, ‘and thrice the fubfequent ones, 
fhe began to feel a chillinefs and fhuddering all over her body, 
with anxieties, a cold fweat, weaknefs of fight, and a fenfe of 
a beginning fainting fit, as the Tranflator exprefles it: but thefe 
fymptoms lafted not above two or three minutes. He calls this 
a perfect cure, which he had not fo exprefsly affirmed of the firft 
Patient; but left his Readers to infer it. The third Patient 
was a man of fixty, afflicted with involuntary twitchings of the 
tendons of both feet. This we may reafonably fuppofe to be 
the circumftance of moft painful twitchings, as no perfons would 
chufe them. The Patient imagined himfelf more chearful by 
the ufe of the extract. It is probable notwithftanding this, his 
chearfulneis never rofe to joy; for after taking it a long time, 
the Doctor fairly confefies the difeafe remained in the fame con- 
dition ; 
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dition; and he was forced to be fatisfied with its doing him no 
harm. It fhould feem as if Henbane was nota poifon fufficient 
either to kill or cure him; and from the fequel of this article, 
we fhall find occafion to regret, that he was not put into a courfe 
of the more poifonous and potent Monkfhood: but this plant, 
very probably, had not as yet been fubjected to a courfe of ex- 
periments. 


A chronical palpitation of the heart, with great anxiety on 
the leaft motion, and an apprehenfion of fuffocation, or fwoon- 
ing, was the cafe of the fourth Patient, a female of fifteen, 
She took two grains at twice for fome days, which abated her 
diforder; and then three grains at thrice in a day ; ; and we are 
told, that in eighteen days the diforder went quite off. It had 
been attempted to increafe this Patient’s dofe to two grains at 
once taking; but on each fuch attempt fhe had cholic pains, 
tho’ of fhort duration. The fifth cafe was a true madnefs 
from paffion, and afubfequent melancholy. Bleeding and other 
evacuations, and opiates were given, to no effect. He took 
from three to nine grains of this extract, and feemed almoft re- 
covered on the tenth day; buton omitting the pills the madnefs 
returned, and was aggravated: upon which he took fifteen 


grains daily for three weeks, became well, and went about his 
bufinefs. 


A man witha tickling cough, whofe fpiitle was ftreaked with 
blood, was the fixth fubject of Henbane. He took two grains 
at twice the firft and the fecond day, and three grains on the 
third; when the blood difappeared, and concoéted matter was 
coughed up. On the fixth day he took nine grains at three 
times: the fame dofe was continued for four weeks, when his 
breaft became free; he had three or four ftools daily, and yet 
recovered his flrength atthe fame time. This Patient is {ai id to 
have got well, but his cough only a/mof well: however the 
pills were forbore, tho’ Dr. Storck does not fay for what rea- 
fon, nor mention their difagreement with him in any refpedt, 
We acknowlege this plant has been boldly recommended in 
{pitting of blood and dyfenteries, internally : but our moft tPF 
dent Practitioners have certainly ab{ained from directing it 





The feventh cafe was alfo a (pitting of blood, lai ta 
a violent paffion. The Patient took from three to fix, and to 
nine grains, for eleven or twelve days ; when complaining of a 
flicht cholic pain after a fizy ftool, and crowing weak, the pills 
were omitted for fome days: but upon this her appetite went 
off ; foon after fhe felt a ftraitnefs in her breaft, and became 
coltive. She begged to have the pills again, which fhe has taken 
for three wecks fince, nine grains daily ; and has recovered her 
a : appctite, 
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appetite, and an increafe of her ftrength, with ftools. As Dr. 
Storck does not exprefsly fay fhe is cured, there is only room 
for a candid perfon to infer, fhe was in a ftate of confiderable 
amendment. 


The eighth Patient was aflifed with a melancholy madnefs, 
accompanied with fuch great fear, as to make the man run 
away from flies; neither had he fleep or appetite. Bleeding 
and other means rather heightened the diforder; but, on the 
fecond night of taking Henbane, he immediately began to fleep, 
and his whole afpect feemed calmer. In a week’s time he was 
not afraid even of men, but would not fpeak to them. Ina 
month he would make proper anfwers, but only in foliloquy. 
In the fecond month he began to talk and jeft, and was well. 
The firft three days he took three grains daily ; on the fourth, 
he took fix ; and every third or fourth day the dofe was increaf- 
ed, “till at laft he took twenty grains daily. Thus Henbane, 
we fee, proved a great remedy for aphony or filence; and this 
may furnifh a hint, perhaps, for giving it to dumb parrots, as 
a _/uccedaneum to Moliere’s bread and wine, to which his Mock 
Doétor afcribes their talking : except it fhould prove peculiarly 


venemous to birds, as its Englifh appellation might induce us to 
fufpect. 


Dr. Colin, a Colleague of Dr, Storck’s in the fame hofpital, 
has added five other cafes, all of female Patients, whom he re- 
ports perfectly cured by the Henbane. The firft was maniacal, 
the fecond epileptic ; the third had a violent head-ach and ver- 
tigo, with a previous obftruction of the menfes, and fome con- 
vulfive and delirious paroxyfms. . The fourth had violent con- 
vulfions of the abdomen and diaphragm, attended with a vehe- 
ment hiccough, the rifus fardonicus, or convulfive laughter, and 
a frequent lofs of fpeech. She took Henbane, May 3; on the 
r5th fhe had no fenfible complaint: it was continued however, 
in the quantity of fix grains daily, to the end of the month; and 
on Jun 4, fhe was {een by the Prefident in perfect health. The 
laft cafe was acontraction of the ftomach, with a difficulty of 
breathing and fwallowing. The Patient took two grains June 
18, and was difcharged, cured, July 2. Dr. Colin adds, he is 
adminiftering thefe pills to other perfons, under various nervous 
diforders, with good fuccefs: but as their cures are not yet com- 
pleated, he referves their cafes for another opportunity. 





The extraordinary falutary effects of this extract, thus atteft- 
ed, are the more furprizing, as Henbane has been affirmed by 
many reputable medical Wrirers, to be a moft violent narcotic ; 
diiordering the fenfes, and occafioning either a deadly or chro- 
nical maduefs. Hallerinforms us, that one who eat all the poi- 

ions 


7 









































tl sey De ew ly nn EE, ili 
i 
or 


lm ly a 














454 STORCK’s Effay on the 


fons of the phyfic garden, the Napellus*, Apscynum+, and Bella 
Dinnat, with impunity, was mattered by this: that after its 
ufual narcoti- effects, a palfy of one of the legsremained. Bo- 
erhaave had h's fenfes difordered only by making a plafter from 
this plant. What we had formerly fuggefted, of the evapora- 
tion of the juice of Hemlock, rendering its poifon lefs violent, 
by the avolation of its moft volatile particles, may probably hold 
equally truc with refpect to Henbane. A very remarkable hif- 
tory of the effects of its roots, boiled by miftake amongft Ci- 
chory roots, may be feen in Wepfer’s Cicuta Aquatic. p. 292 


to 295. 
The laft chapter treats of the Napellus, the Blue Monkf- 


hood or Helmet Flower, which is often cultivated in our flower- 
gardens. Dr. Storck acknowleges, it has been accounted a- 
miongft the rankeft poifons: but this, perhaps, was not the 
fmalleft inducement to Dr. Storck, who, probably, fuppofes, 
that the greateft remedies may be concentered, as it were, in the 
ereateft poifons. After trying the powder of it on his tongue, 
which it affected with a degree of burning heat, he exprefled 
its juice, and made an extract as ufual. He powdered two 
grains of this extract, adding to it two drachms of loaf-fugar, 
and tock from fix, to eight, ten, and twenty grains, within 
four fucceflive mornings, without any diforder; but obferved, 

that his whole body, to the extremities, perfpired extraordinarily, 
and was even moift with fweat the whole day. From this he 
naturally infered, that its principal ufe might be in fuch difeafes 
as are chiefly expelled by this evacuation. "Tt was given to four- 
teen Patients, in moft of whole cafes the ufual remedies had 
been vainly employed; and in fome of which even the Hem- 
lock had failed or difagreed. The complaint of the firft, was 
fuch an exquifite pain in his right fide, that he could not move 
his hand, with a lofs of appetite, &c. He took ten grains of 
the powder, night and morning, for two days: from the third 
to the twelfth, the fame dofe was given thrice aday ; which al- 
ways {weated him} in the night, and, if he lay down, in the day 
too. On the fixth, he was free from all pain, and could walk 
about; but omitting the powders, from the thirteenth to the 
Givnonsh inclufive, he found his limbs become languid, and felt 
a little return of his pains. For the three days after thefe, he 
took thirty grains daily; and the diforder, fays our Author, 
was fo far amended, that all his functions were reftored ; and a 
univerfal wafte of the whole body was removed. He did not 
fweat the two laft weeks, nor did his pains return afterwards 5 
tho’ he had then difcontinued the powder four months. 


* Monk fhood. + Dogbane. t Deadly Nightfhade. 
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The fecond cafe was anexquifite Sciatica, to which a violent 
pain of the arm fupervened. The Patient, a man of twenty- 
feven years, took twenty grains twice, and, on the firft night, 
flept infenfible of pain. A very general and troublefome erup- 
tion of ruddy puftles, full of an acrid humour, came out the 
next day, and chiefly about the privities. His ftrength and ap- 

etite increafed, with a continual breathing fweat, though lefs 

than the firft Patient, ie took the fame dofe for five weeks af- 
ter, and at the end of five months, tho’ under an exceflive in- 
clemency of the air, (by which we fuppofe Dr. Storck means 
exceffive cold weather) he had no relapfe. 


The third Patient had a Quartan of three years ftanding, 
which had been only mitigated, not cured, by the Bark. He 
took twice daily ten grains of the powder, which purged him, 
without abating his ftrength, and fenfibly relieved him. On 
the feventh day it ceafed purging him, On the ninth a gentle 
fweat and flying heat pervaded all his limbs, and he was well in 
other refpects. ‘The fame dofe was continued for three weeks 
more; the Patient was perfectly cured, and had not relapfed 
during two enfuing months. 


A woman of twenty had a tumour of five years ftanding, 
extending nearly over the left fide of her face; it felt like an 
Exoftofiss or excrefcence of the bones. Hemlock, in large dofes, 
had been ineffectually given her for feveral months. When Dr. 
Storck publifhed her cafe, fhe had taken this powder for three 
months. ‘The tumour is become fofter and moveable, diminifh- 
ed above half of its bulk, and the motion of the jaw is much 
freer, with an increafe of ftrength and appetite. She continues 
taking half a drachm of the powder (i. e. half a grain of the 
extract) daily, and the tumour abates in fize. But it appears 
this cure was not compleated when the Doétor publifhed. Nei- 
ther was the cure perfected in the fitth cafe. It was a Scirrhus, 
attended with violent rheumatic pains, to remove which Hem- 
lock had been employed in vain, for feveral months. She took 
twenty grains daily of this powder, and is faid to have found 
herfelf well, (tho’ not of the Scirrhus ;) but fhe continued it man 
weeks longer, to prevent areturnof her pains. The third week 
the tumour leflened. She continues taking thirty grains daily, 
and the Scirrhus is faid to abate gradually. 


The fuccefs of the fixth cafe is ftill more partial. The Hem- 
lock had been ineffectually employed three months, to difperfe 
{cirrhous tumours in a young woman’s neck. Some few of them 
remain after taking this powder two mouths... A full drachm 
was taken daily for five weeks. She has a good appetite, fleeps 
found, 
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found, and is ftrong. Hence Dr. Storck concludes, it is no 
ways detrimental, but rather ferviceable. 


The cafe of the feventh Patient, who had a tumour in the 
lium, and could not bear the Hemlock, may prove a cure in 


fieri. She took the ufual ten grains of it; and after the fecond 


month the tumour has a!moft fubfided. “he Hemlock had half 
cured feveral tubercles in the breafts in four weeks, but refufed 
to cure the reft in eight months. They became very painful ; 
eight ulcers broke out: fhe has taken the Wolfsbane two: 
months ; the ulcers are firmly cicatrized; the pains entirely» 
gone, the tumours leflened to half their bulk: whence this 
could fcarcely be efteemed above half acure, when the cafe was 
publifhed. She had a natural ftool every day, but no apparent 
evacuation from the powder. It purged the next Patient, of 
fc.ty-three, afflicted with exquifite pains of the right arm and 
foot, being given at firft in twice twenty grains daily: it was_ 
increafed to thrice twenty ; and terminated, like the fecond cafe, 
in broad, ruddy, itching puftules all over her body, on the fixth 
day, when almoff al! her pains ceafed. It was continued three 
days longer; then fhe took a purge, and can now freely move’ 
her arm and foot without pain: but on the whole, this looks 
rather like an unfinifhed cure; no mention being made of the 
term for which fhe has remained well. 


The tenth cafe muft be a very joyful one to the moft gouty 
Patient; fince in one who had been laid up nine months, in ‘a 
moft fevere fit of it; all whofe joints were fwelled and painful ; 
who could move neither hand nor foot; and could never fleep; 
who had taken the moft celebrated remedies, and amongft them 
the Hemlock in large dofes, for fix weeks, to no fort of pur- 
pofe—this fame moft miferable athritic Patient had all his pains 
mitigated in a few days; his fwellings much abated in two 
weeks; his motion, without crutches, reftored about the be- 
ginning of the fecond month; and, at the end of the third, left 
the hofpital perfectly cured; and without the leaft inconveni- 
ence, in any refpect, from the Wolfsbane, about which he was 
often interrogated. “The firft fortnight he took daily twice fif-_ 
teen grains of the powder; the third week the fame dofe thrice 
aday; and, from thé beginning of the fecond month, four 
times; which was never exceeded; having taken alfo three’ 
purges during the ufe of the powder. ‘This Patient fell to the 
care of Dr. Colin, who, by our Author’s perfuafion, prefcribed ° 
it under thefe circumftances, which they had both confidered as 
hopelefs and deplorable.—T hough we ferioufly with this extract 
may always be attended with the fame good confequences, it 
may be worth reflecting, how far it may be ftrictly credited Pr 
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the prefent cafe. For if we.confider this male Patient was but 
thirty years of age, which may be termed the .ftrongeft ftage of 
life; that no fymptom of any gouty attack on the head, fto- 


mach, or any noble part, is mentioned; atid that he was bed- , 


rid above nine months; if nature was to furmount this fit at 
all (after fo great a depofition of the gouty caufe on all or moft 


. of the joints) it was probably about this very time, fhe might — 


have been able to fet about, and toeffect it. Had the fummer, 
particularly, commenced about the tenth month, it might have 
greatly conduced to this cure, by augmeniing per{piration, which 


is gencrally the moit favourable diicharge for this difeafe. But. 
we have no information in what month or feafon of the year this ; 


Patient was brought to the hofpital; nor is there any mention 
of the powders {weating him, which was its moft ufual opera- 
tion. — Now, by our calculation, fuppofing him to take this; me- 
dicine ten weeks, out of his three months flay in the-hofpital,., 
he took about 3255 grains of the powder; fixty one grains of 
which contained but one grain of the extract ;- fo that he took 
in all but fifty-three grains and one third of a grain of the real 
medicine in all that time; which it is very difficult to conceive as 
adequate to fo extraordinary an effect. Indeed, ‘the whole cure 
reminds us a little of Dr. Gideon Harvey’s fhrewd and humour- 
ous treatife of the ufe of the Ari of Expectation in curing Difeafes. 
For, as Hippocrates talks of Cries in fome chronical difeafes, 
fupervening fometimes at the end of a hundred, and, if we re- 
collect rightly, fometimes as late as the end of two hundred 
days, if this medicine happened to co-incide, very luckily for its 
own reputation, with fuch a chronical crifs, it Is not im- 
poftible that the very fugar, the vehicle, if given alone, might 
have been dignified with the cure; which, in fuch chroni. 
cal cafes, as human art is unable to abridge, is often afcrided to 
the laft ching taken. Neither, in fact, will fugar be deemed a 
very inert falt, if we may credit the account of its proving the 
only antidote againft the poifon of thofe arrows ufed by fome ‘Sas 
vages in South-America. Afterall, we really intend no unfair 
depreciation of a medicine, however new or ticklifh,’ which 
poflibly might concur much in this deplorable cafe, and certain- 
ly did noharm: though we have thought itbut equitable, on the 
other hand, (till the efficacy of it is confirmed by more inftances 
of the fame kind) to offer thefe few reflections on the fubject. 


Neither may be it unfair to propofe the query of, What might . 


probably have been the effects of the medicine, if adminiftered 
in the firft, or the fecond, month of this Decumbiture? 


The next cafe was a terrible medley of nodes, tophi, and 
pains of a year’s {tanding. ‘The Patient was cured folely by this 
powder, attheend of three months. The dofe is not mention- 
Rey, June, 1763. Hh ed, 
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ed: Another, of avery fimilar kind, was not compleatly cured 
in the third month, the Patient fti!l taking the powder. 


The thirtcenth cafe is the cure of a true Anchylfis of the el- 
bow, in feven weeks, folely by the extract in powder, nothing 
elfe agreeing with it; the dofe is not mentioned. The four- 
teenth and laft cafe, is the cure of exquifite pains in the leg and 
foot, without any tumour or difcolouration: it was perfected 
in three weeks ; no dofe mentioned. 


The pamphlet ends with fome Corollaries, admitting, how- 
ever, as a falvo, thar the Blue Wolffbane is fometimes taken 
without effe&t, when Hemlock often fucceeds ; and vice verfé, 
fucceeds fometimes, when Hemlock fails: our Author affirm- 
ing, they have made many new and fine experiments with the 
laft, fince the publication of his Supplement, which experiments 
will be defcribed by the learned Dr. Colin. 


We have extended this article, on a fmall pamphlet, the more, 
from confidering, that all thefe plants are natives here, (tho’ 
the Wolfsbane is chiefly found in gardens) and that undoubtedly 
fome of our own Practitioners will be inclined to make trials of 
that efficacy, which Dr. Storck afcribes to them. | For this rea- 
fon we have never omitted the important circumftance of the 
dofe, no more than of the difeafe, in which our Author difpenf- 
ed their extracts, whenever he has not omitted the dofes him- 
felf. And we fhall rejoice to find their fuccefs lefs partial here, 
than the Hethlock has proved among us; which, however, has 
pretty generally been fafe, and in fome {cirrhous cafes alfo fuc- 
cefsful. .We may properly remark here too, that the common 
Hemlock is very probably the lea{t violent of thefe four poifonous 
plants. Galen informs us, an Athenian woman had gradually 
accuftomed herfelf fo much to the internal ufe of it, as to take 
a confiderable quantity without any ill confequence: and Fon- 
tanus knew a perfon, who, wanting fleep after the plague, cat 
Hemlock for fome time to good purpofe ; but needing reft ina 
fubfequent fever, when he had left off that plant, and finding 
repeated dofes of opium infufficient to procure it, he recurred 
again to the Cicvta, with its former fuccels. 


As we fuppreffed, in aformer article on this laft plant, fome 
pertinent reflections on the fubject of curing with poifons, we 
fhall indulge them a little on this occafion of Dr. Storck’s ex- 
tending his refearches to thefe venomous fimples. Philanthropy 
was certainly one confiderable incentive to the attempt ; nor can 
Lit be thought wholly irrational, after the preced<nt of ufing cor- 
rofive Sublimate internally, and with that great fuccefs of it 


which has been publifhed. Were we to fuppofe with a modern 
| { phyfical 
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phyfical Writer, that all fubftances we take internally, which 
are indigeftible and unaffimilable by us, were poifons, in fome 
degree, and proved remedies only by accident, or from circum- 
ftance; it would follow, that many of the known deleterious 
fimples were fuch, but in a farther degree; and needed only a 
very judicious reftriction in quantity, and in timing of them, 
to be exhibited advantageoufly in difeafes, eluding the moft cele- 
brated remedies. Whence, in fuch circumftances, we might 
extend Celfus’ preference of a doubtful remedy to none, into that 
of a dangerous one; but fo conducted as not to prove deadly. 
Neither is it very inconceivable, that in fome enormous and in- 
veterate cafes, fuch a preternatural ftate of the fluids and folids 
may exift, as fhould render the operations, even of fome poifons, 
lefs violent than they would have proved to perfons in health. 
This opinion is not a little countenanced by the great dofes of 
{trong purges, or of opiates, that are neceflary to affect mani- 
acal Patients, and might prove fatal to others. Even twenty 
grains of the White Ellebore powdered, are affirmed to have been 


fuccefsfully given in madnefs, when antimonivls have failed to 


operate ; which quantity muft probably have killed a Patient in 
a different difeafe, or a perfon in health. The republic of Me- 
dicine, therefore, muft think themfelves obliged to Dr. Storck 
for the extraordinary refearches which he makes, not without 
fome rifque of his own health; and fhould confider them with 
all due candour: fince the moft judicious Phyficians will chute 
to hear much of their efficacy, and of their fafety too, before 
they hazard the prefcription of them. 


On the other hand, this humour of invefligating remedies, 
chiefly in poifons, may poflibly be indulged to anextreme, and 
be attended with fome unhappy confequences, as ic is impoffible 
to prevent any Praétitioner’s making the fame experiments with 
thefe dangerous tools; and the leaft capable have not always the 
leafttemerity. Itis conceivable, that fome very bold and whim- 
fical perfon, on the inefficacy of any one of thefe extracts, might 
‘be for combining two of them, io fee what a tertium guid they 
might produce; or prove curious enough to try what Quintefl- 
ence might refult from the combination of ali the four. 


To prevent any ill effets fiom the rafhnefs of people but in- 
differently qualified, to prefcribe or exhibit fuch violent extras, 
we had already inculcated fome neceflary precautions with re- 
gard to Hemlock, which become {till more indifpenfible in re- 
{pect to thefe more deleterious plants. We fhould have thought 
it had not.be€n improper, if Dr. Storck, with the medicinal ufe 
of them, had alfo obliged his Readers with their antidotes, 
where they happened to act only as poifons ; which might hap- 
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pen, either from an accidental error in the dofe, or from an uf- 
forefeen peculiarity in the conftitution of a Patient: fince mere- 
ly difcontinuing the ufe of them, may not conftantly be fufficient 
to efface th: i: pernicious effe&ts. Asit is alfo acknowleged, page 
44, ** that the Blue Wolfsbane is /ometimes exhibited without 
any effect, [but we are nei-her :old bow often, nor ii what difs 
eafes] it would be but a natural conclufion, for perfons long 
habit..ated and attached to thefe inveftigations, to hope for a 
lefs fallible remedy in fome more virulent poifon, whofe fecure 
dofe might not be a tenth or twentieth part of a grain: fince 
the antimonial cup or bul.et has been afi med to operate, with- 
out the leaft difcoverable abatement of its weight. When all 
the poifons, however, of the fhops, or of German growth, 
were thorouchly experienced, and found to be as fallible in fome 
cafes as thefe four hive confefledly been, our Experiment ers, OF 
their Succefiors, muft have recourfe to the many poifons of the 
Torrid Zone for ftill tronger oncs ; and then figh for others, as 
Alexander did for other worlds to conqucr. But there remains, 
for their comfort, a large catalogue; befides thofe of which Wepfcr 
and others have treated. The villainy of the Negroes in Ame- 
rica, has convinced the inhabitants of feveral mortal poifons 
there. “The bulbous root of a low, wild, white lilly, has de- 
ftroyed many people. Cattle avoid it fufficiently when in bloom; 
but its narrow gramincous leaves in the fpring, confufed with 
the young grals, have killed horfes and kine, and greatly fwelled 
others for a time, who have furvived them. ‘lhe root of the 
fingle fowering Oleander, or Rofe-bay, has been found fo poi- 
fonous, as to he eradicated from ‘their gardens: and the hard 
woody feeds of the AZrabilis Peruviana, or Four o’clock flower, 
have proved a very mortal poifon. It will certainly be a long 
time before the inhabitants recur to thefe materials for health, 
being reafonably more anxious to difcover their antidotes ; that 
of the lilly at leaft having been effe ‘ctually found. The new 
world is rather too young - for the refinement of extracting fuch 
exquifite remedies and panaceas from them, as the Hemlock was 
predicated to be. Neverthelefs thefe practical refearches and ap~ 
plications of our Authors, under the reftrictions with which 
they have been regulated, certainly deferve the acknowlegement 
of Phyficians, and of their Patients, labouring under fuch in- 
veterate difeafes, as are affirmed by fome competent witnefles to 
have eluded the force of other celebrated remedies; and to have 
been entirely cured, or greatly palliated, by the ufe of thefe 


plants. K : 
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Letters of the Right Hon. Lady M—y Ww 
Vol. “iT. See our laf? Month’ s Review, 








HAT men of fenfe are all of the fame religion, wherever 

born, or wherever fituated, is comm only faid, and ad- 
mitted, among men of fenfe. Of this truth our ingenious and 
entertaining L. ady M—y gives us a flriking inftance i in her cha- 
racter of the Turks; which we fhall extraét from Letter XXVII, 
being the firit Letter of her fecond volume, dated Adrianople, 
April 1, 1717, and addrefled to the Abbot ; : 


—— ‘** An intimate daily converfation with the Effendi Ach- 
met-beg, gave me an opportunity of knowing their religion and 
morals in a more particular manner than, pe rhaps, any Chriftian 
ever did. Lexpiained to him the difference between the religion 
of England and Rome; and he was pleafed to hear there were 
Chriftians that did not worfhip images, or adore the Virgin 
Mary. Theridicule of Tranfubftantiation appeared very {trang 
to bin. Upon comparing our creeds together, I am con+ 
vinced that if our friend Dr. ——— had free liberty of preach- 
ing here, it would be very ealy to perfuade the generality to 
Chriftianity, whofe notions are very little different from his. 
Mr. Whifton would make a very good Apcftle here, I don’t 
doubt his zeal will be much fired, if you communicate this ac-r 
count to him; but tell:him, he muft fift have the gift of 
tongucs, before he can poffibly be of any ufe. 








‘¢ Mahometifm is divided into as many fects as Chriftianity ; 
and the firft inftitution as much neglected, and obdfcured by inr 
te: pretations, I cannot here forbear reflecting on the natural in- 
clination of mankind to make myfteries and “novelties. The 
Zeidi, Kudi, Jabari, &c, puts me in mind of the Catholics, 
Lutherans, and Calvinifis, and are equally zealous againft one 
another. But the moft prevailing opinion, if you fearch into 
the {ecret of the. Effendis, is plain Deifm. This is, indeed, 
kept from the peaple, "who are amafed with a thoufand different 
notions, according te the different interefts of their Preachers.— 
There are very few among them (Achmet-heg denied there were 

any) fo abfurd as to fet up for wit, by declaring they believe no 
God at al], And Sir Paul Rycaut is miftaken (as he commonly 
is) in calling the fect Muterin (j.¢. the fecret with us) Atheifts, 
they being Deifts, whofe impiety confifts in making a jeft of 
their I Prophet. Aci hmet-beg did not own to me, that he was of 
this opinion, but made no icruple of deviating from fome part of 
Mahomet’s law, by drinking wine with the fame freedom we 
did, When Il afked him, how he came to allow himfelf that 
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liberty, he made anfwer, That all the creatures of God are 
good, and defigned for the ufe of man; however, that the pro- 
hibition of wine was a very wife maxim, and meant for the 
common people, being the fource of all diforders amongft them; 
but, tuat the Prophet never defigned to confine thofe that knew 
how to ule it with moderation ; neverthelefs, he faid, that fcan- 
dal ought to be avoided, and that he never.drank it in public, 
This is the gene:al way of thinking amongft them, and very 
few forbear diinking wine, that are able to afford it. He aflured 
me, that if 1 underftood Arabic, I fhould be very well pleafed 
to read the Alkoran, which is fo far from the nonfenfe we charge 
it with, that it is the pureft morality, delivered in the very beft 
language. I have fince heard impartial Chriftians fpeak of it in 
the fame manner; and I do not doubt, but that all our tranfla- 
tions are from copies got from the Greek Priefts, who would not 
fail to falfify it with the extremity of malice. No body of men 
ever were more ignorant, or more corrupt; yet they ditfer fo 
little from the Romifh church, that, I confefs, nothing gives 
me a greater abhorrence of the cruelty of your Clergy, than 
the barbarous perfecution of them, whenever they have been 
their mafters, for no other reafon, than their not acknowleging 
the Pope. The diflenting in that one article, has got them the 
titles of Heretics, and Schifmatics ; and what is worfe, the fame 
treatment.” 


This Achmet-beg feems to have been a very honeft fort of a 
Gentleman; and if he be yet living, we fhould be glad of an 
opportunity of taking a fober glafs with him, to the memory of 
his old acquaintance Lady M—y. 


We are alfo particularly pleafed with the fenfible moderation 
of a certain fect among the Greeks ; of whofe compound reli- 
gion our Authorefs gives the following account, in the above- 
quoted Letter to the Abbe ———. 


«¢ But of all the religions I have feen, that of the Arnounts 
feems to me the moft particular; they are natives of Arnount- 
lich, the ancient Macedonia, and ftill retain the courage and 
hardinefs, tho’ they have loft the name, of Macedonians, being 
the beft Militia in the Turkifh empire, and the only check upon 
the Janizaries. They are foot foldiers; we had a guard of 
them, relieved in eve y confiderable town we pafled; they are 
ali cloathed and armed at their own expence, drefled in clean 
white coarfe-cloth, carrying guns of a prodigious length, which 
they run with upon their fhoulders, as if they did not feel the 
weight of them, the leader finging a fort of a rude tune, not 
unpleafant, and the ceft making up the chorus. Thefe people 
living between Chriftians and Mahometans, and not being ~— 
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ed in controverfy, declare, that they are utterly unable to judge © 


which religion is beft; but to be certain of not entirely rejecting 
the truth, they very prudently follow both. They go to the 
mofques on Fridays, and to the church on Sunday, faying, for 
their excufe, that at the day of judgment they are fure of pro- 
tection from the true prophet; but which that is, they are not 
able to determine in this world. I believe there is no other race 
of mankind, who have fo modeit an opinion of their own ¢a- 


pacity. 
‘¢ Thefe are the remarks I have made on the diverfity of reli- 
ions I have feen. { don’t afk your pardon for the liberty I have 
taken in {peaking of the Roman. 1 know you equally condemn 


the quackery of all churches, as much as you revere the facred 
truths, in which we both agree.” | 


Letter XXViil. is written in the true Englifh fpi it of Li- 
berty ; and fhews the hateiul effects of arbitrary government ; 
by enumerating fome of the oppreffions under which the Turks 
labour, from the tyranny of the Ottoman government. 


Letter XXIX. will infallibly pleafe the Ladies, and the bau 
Readers ; it is all about dre/s; except a paflage or two relating 
to the privileges of the Haram, (or woman’s apartment): from 
a due confideration of which, Lady M concludes, the 
Turkifh women are the only free people in the empire. This 
is giving us an idea of the fituation of the females in that part 
of the world, very different from the relations of male Travel- 
lers: but, we have already remarked, that in refpeé& to fuch 
matters as more peculiarly fell under the obfervation of a Lady, 
our Authorefs has greatly the advantage. 


In Letter XXX. which is addrefled to Mr. Pope, we have 


fomething to pleafe the Poets, and, what is more, the Critics. 





‘¢ Tam at this prefent moment, fays fhe, writing in a houfe fi- 
tuated on the banks of the Hebrus, waich runs und:r my cham- 
ber window. My garden is full of tall cyprefs trecs, upon the 
branches of which feveral couple of true turtles are faying foft 
things to one another, from morning till night. How naturally 
do doughs and vows come into my mind at this minute? And 
_muft not you confefs, to my praife, that it is more than an or- 
dinary difcretion that can refift the wicked fuggeftions of poe- 
try, in a place where truth, for once, furnifhes all the ideas’ of 
paftoral, The fummer is already far advanced in this part of the 
world; and for fome miles round Adrianople, the whole grqund 
is jaid out in gardens, and the banks of the rivers are fet with 
rows of fruit trees, under which all the moft confiderable Turks 
Hh « divert 
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divert themfelves every evening, not with walking, that is hog 
one of their pleafures; but a fet party of them ‘choofe out a 
green {pot, where the fha ‘e is very thick, and there they fpread 
a carpet, on which they fit drinking their coffee, and are gene- 
rally attended by fome flave with a fine voice, or that plays on 
fome inftrument. Every twenty paves you may fee one of ‘thefe 
little companies, liftening to the dafhing of the river; and this 
tafte is fo univerfal, that the very Gardeners are not without it. 
I have often feen them and their children fitting on the banks of 
the river, and playing ona rural inftrument, perfectly anfwer- 
ing the defcription of the ana Fifiula, being compofed of 


unequal reeds, with a fimple, but agreeable, foftnefs in the 


found. 


‘© Mr. Addifon might here make the experiment he fpeaks of 
in his travels; there not being one inftrument of mufic among 
the Greek or Roman {tatues, that i isnot to be found in the hands 
of the people of thiscountry. The young lads generaily divert 
themfelves with making ga:lands for their favourite lambs, which 
Ihave often feen painted and adorned with flowers, lying at their 
feet, while they fung or played. It is not that they ever read 
romances; but thefe are the ancient amufements here, and as 
natural to thern as cudgel-playing and football to our Britifh 
{wains; the foftnefs and warmth of the climate forbidding all 
rough exercifes, which were never fo much as heard of amongft 
them, and naturally infpiring a lazinefi s and averfion to labour, 
which the great plenty indulges. Thefe Gardeners are the onl 
happy r race of country people in Turkey. ‘They furnith all the 
city with fruits and herbs, and feem to live very eafily. They 
are moit of them Greeks; and have little houfes in the midft of 
their gardens, where their wives and daughters take a liberty not 
permitted in the town; I meanto go unveiled. ‘Thefe wenches 
are very neat and handfome, and pafs their time at their looma, 
under the fhade of the trees, 


s* I no langer look upon Theocritus as a romantic Writers 
he has only given a plain image of the way of life amongft the 
peafants of his country ; who, before oppreffion had reduced 
them ta want, were, | fuppofe, all employed as the better fort 
of them are now. I don’t doubt, had he been born a Briton, 
bgt his Jdylliums had been filled with defcriptions of thrafhing 
and churning, both which are unknown here, the corn being 

li trod gut by oxen; ann butter (I fpeak it with forrow) un- 
bead Of , 


ve I read over your Homer here, with an infinite pleafure, and 
find fevira' little paffages explained, that I did not before entire- 
ly comprehend the beauty of: many of the cuftoms, and much 
- of 
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of the drefs then in fafhion, being yet retained. I don’t wonder 
to find more remains here of an age fo diftant, than is to be 
found in any other country; the Turks not taking that pains 
to introduce theirown manners, as has been generally practtifed 
by other nations, that imagine themfelves more polite. It would 
be too tedious to you to point out all the paflages that relate to 
prefent cuftoms. But I can aflure you, that the Princeffes and 
great Ladics pafs their time at their looms, embroidering veils 
and robes, furrounded by their maids, which are always very 
numerous, in the fame manner as we find Andromache and He- 
len defcribed. ‘The defcription of the belt of Menelaus, exa@ly 
refembles thofe that are now worn by the great men, faftened 
before with broad golden clafps, and embroidered round with 
rich work. ‘The fnowy veil that Helen throws over her face, is 
ftill fafhionable; and I never fee half a dozen of old Bafhaws, 
(as Ido very often) with their reverend beards, fitting bafkin 
in the fun, but I recollect good King Priam and his Counfel- 
lors. Their manner of dancing is certainly the fame that Diana 
is fung to have danced on the banks of Eurotas, ‘The great 
Lady ftill leads the dance, and is followed by a troop of young 
girls, who imitate her fteps, and, if fhe fings, make up. the 
chorus. ‘The tunes are extremely gay and lively, yet with fome- 
thing in them wonderfully foft. “Ihe fteps are varied accordin 
to the pleafure of her that leads the dance; but always in voor 
time, and infinitely more agreeable than any of our dances, at 
Jeaft in my opinion. I fometimes make one in the train, but 
am not fkilled enough to lead: thefe are the Grecian dances, the 
Turkifh being very different. 


“¢ T fhould have told you, in the firft place, that the Eaftern 
manners give a great light into many Scripture-paflages, that ap- 
pear odd to us; their phrafes being commonly what we fhould 
call Scripture language. ‘The vulgar Turk js very different from 
what is fpoke at Court, or amongft the people of figure; who 
always mix fo much Arabic and Perfian in their difcourfe, that 
it may very well be called another language. And it is as ridi- 
culoys to make ufe of the expreffions commonly ufed, in fpeak- 
ing to a great Man or Lady, as it would be to fpeak broad York- 
fhire, or Somerfetfhire, in the drawing-room. Befides this 
diftin@tion, they have what'they call the fublime, that is, a ftyle 
for poetry, and which is the exact Scripture ftyle. 1 believe you 
would be pleafed to fee a genuine example of this; and I am 
very glad [have it in my power to fatisfy your curiofity, by fend- 
ing you a faithful copy of the verfes' that‘Ibrahim Bafla, the 
reigning Favourite, has made for the young Princefs, his con- 
tracted wife, whom he is not yet permitted to vifit without wit- 
nciles, though fhe is gone home to his houfe. He is a man of 
OMe, 3 : oe wit 
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wit and learning; and whether or no he is capable of writing 
good verfe, you may be {ure that, on fuch an occafion, he would 
; not want the affiftance of the beft Poets in the empire. Thus 
the verfes may be looked upon asa fample of their fineft poetry ; 
and I don’t doubt but you'll be of my mind, that it is moft won- 
derfully refembling the Song of Solomon, which was alfo addreff- 
ed to a royal Briae. 


E’s Letters. 


TurkisH Verses addreffed to the Sultana, eldeft daughter of 
Sultan Achmet III, : 


STANZA I. 


Ver. HE Nightingale now wanders in the vines ; 
I. Her paffion is to feek rofes. 


2. I went down to admire the beauty of the vines ; 
The fweetnefs of your charms has ravifhed my foul. 


4. Your eyes are black and lovely, 
But wild and difdainful as thofe of a ftag ; 


STANZA II. 


1, The wifhed poffeffion is delayed from day to day, 
The cruel Sultan Acumer will not permit me f 
To fee thofe cheeks, more vermillion than rofes. 


2. I dare not fnatch one of your kiffes, 
The fweetnefs of your charms has ravifh’d my foul. 


3. Your eyes are black and lovely, 
But wild and difdainful as thole of a ftag. 


STANZA III. 


1. The wretched Inrauim fighs in thefe verfes, 
One dart from your eyes has pierc’d thro’ my heart. | 


2. Ah! wheh will the hour of poffeffion arrive ? 
Matt I yet wait a long time ? | 
The fweeinefs of your charms has ravifh’d my foul. 


| \ 3. Ah! Suttaya! ftag-ey’d—an angel amongft angels! 
s J defire,—and, my detire remains unfatisfied. 
Can you take delight to prey upon my heart ? 


STANZA IV. 
1. My cries pierce the heavens ! 
My eyes are without fleep! 
Turn to me SuL+ana—let me gaze on thy beauty. 
2. Adieu I go cown to the grave. 


}f you cali me ! return. 
My heart is—hot as fulphur ;—figh and it will flame. 











3. Crown 
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3- Crown of my life, fair light of my eyes ! 
My Sutrana! my Princefs! 
I rub my face againft the earth; 1 ami drown’d in fcalding 
tears—I rave! . 
Have you no compaffion ? will you not turn to look upon 
me? 


& T have taken abundance of pains to get thefe verfes into a 
literal tranflation; and if you were acquainted with my Inter- 
preters, I might {pare myfelf the trouble of affuring you, that 
they have received no poetical touches fromtheir hands. In my 
opinion, (allowing for the inevitable faults of a profe tranfla- 
tion into a language fo very different) there is a good deal of 
beauty inthem. ‘The epithet of /fag-ey’d (though the found is 
not very agreeable in Englifh) pleafes me extremely; and I 
think it a very lively image of the fire and indifference in his 
Miftrefles eyes. Monfieur Boileau has very juftly obferv- 
ed, that we are never to judge of the elevation of an expreffion 
in any ancient Author, by the found it carries with us; fince 
it may be extremely fine with them, when, at the fame time, it 
appears low or uncouth tous. You are fo well acquainted with 
Homer, you cannot but have obferved the fame thing, and you 
mutt have the fame indulgence for all oriental poetry. The re- 
petitions at the end of the two firft ftanzas, are meant for a fort 
of Chorus, and are agreeable to the ancient manner of writing. 
The mufic of the verfes apparently changes in the third ftanza, 
where the burden is altered; and, I think, he very artfully 
feems more paffionate at the conclufion, as it is natural for peo- 
ple to warm themfelves by their own difcourfe, efpecially on a 
fubject in which one is deeply concerned; it is certainly far 
more touching than our modern cuftom of concluding a fong of 
paffon with a turn which is inconfiftent with it. The firft 
verfe is a defcription of the feafon of the year; all the coun- 
try now being full of nightingales, whofe amours with rofes, 
is an Arabian fable, as well known here, as any part of Ovid 
amongft us, and is much the fame as if an Englifh poem 
fhould begin, by faying, ‘© Now Philomela Pg-see Or 
what if I turned the whole into the ftile of Englifh poetry, to 
fee how it would look ? 


STANZA I. 


ee OW Philomel renews her tender ftrain, 
** Indulging all the night her pleafing pain ; 








«* T fought the groves to hear the wanton fing, 
«« There faw a face more beauteous than the dpring, 


‘«* Your large ftags-eyes, where thoufand glories play, 
«* As bright, as lively, but as wild as they. 


STANZA 
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STANZA IL. 


“ In vain I’m promis’d fuch a heavenly prize. 

«¢ Ah! cruel Suttaw ! who delay’ft my joys! 

«* While piercing charms transiix my amorous heart, 
«< | dare not {naich one kifg, to eafe the fmart. 


“ Thofe eyes hike, &c. 
STANZA Til. 


“< Your wretched Lover in thefe lines complains j “ 
« From thofe dear beauties rife his killing pains. 


« When will the hour of wifhed for blifs arrive ? 

« Mult 1 wait longer ?——Can | wait and live? 
«© Ah! bright Sultana! Maid divinely fair! 

“% Can you, unpitying, fee the pains | bear ? 


STANZA IV. 


«« The Heavens relenting hear my piercing cries, 
«« J loath the light, and fleep forfakes my eyes, 
“ ‘Turn thee Sultana, ere thy Lover dies ; 

, , ‘*¢ Sinking to earth, I figh the laft adiew, 
| “ Call me, my Goddefs, and my life renew. 
“< My. Queen! my Angel! my fond heart’s defire. 
“ T rave—my bofom burns with heavenly fire! 
“« Pity that paffion which thy charms in{pie.” 


“< T have taken the liberty, in the fecond verfe, of following, 
what [ fuppofe, the true fenfe of the Author, though not liter- 
ally exprefled, By his faying he went down to admire the beauty of 
the Vines, and her charms ravifoed his foul. \underftand a poeti- 
eal fiction, of having firft feen her in a garden, where he was | 
admiring the heauty of the fpring. But 1 could not forbear re- 
taining the comparifon of her eyes with thofe of a ftag ; though, 
perhaps, the novelty of it may give it a burlefque found in our 
language. I cannot determine, upon the whale, how weil I 
have fucceeded in the tranflation, neither do I think our Englifh 

proper to exprefs fuch violence of paffion, which is very feldom 
felt amongft us, We want, alfo, thafe compound words which 
» are very frequent and ftrang in the Turkifh language.” 
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The fubject of the XXXIft. Letter, is the Turkifh practice 
of Inoculation for the fmall-pox ; which tlis Lady, ever ready 
to receive improvement from whatever quarter it might come, 
and with a mind free from the litile prejudices and big try of 
her fex, adopted in her own family, and was the happy means 
of introducing into this country. 
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In Letter XXXII. we have a pleafing defcription of fome 
animals which fell under her Ladyfhip’s obfervation; as the ca- 
mel, the buffalo, and the pretty, fpirited Turkifh horfes: alfo 
fume account of their buildings, gardens, and Hanns, or inns. 
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Letter XXXII. is a voluptuous one, and will not fail to de- 
light every Reader who has not fworn eternal mortification both 
of body and mind. It is addrefled to the Countefs Of ue 
filter to the Writer. 


‘< T was invited to dine with the Grand Vizier’s Lady, and it 
was with a great deal of pleafure I prepared myfelf for an en- 
tertainment which was never before given to any Chriftian, f 
thought I fhould very little fatisfy her curiofity, (which I did 
not doubt was a confiderable motive to the invitation) by going 
in a drefs fhe was ufed to fee, and therefore dreffed myfelf in 
the court habit of Vienna, which is much more magnificent 
than ours. However, I chofe to go incognito, to avoid any 
difputes about ceremony, and went in a Turkifh coach, only 
attended by my woman that held up my train, and the Greek 
Lady, who was my Interpretefs. 


‘¢ | was met, at the court-door, by her black Eunuch, who 
helped me out of the coach with great refpect, and conducted 
me through feveral rooms, where her fhe-flaves, finely drefled, 
were ranged on each fide. In the innermoft I found the Lady 
fitting on her fofa, in a fable veft. She advanced to meet me, 
and prefented me half a dozen of her friends, with great civi- 
lity. She feemed a very good woman, near fifty years old. If 
was furprized to obferve fo little magnificence in her houfe, the 
furniture being all very moderate; and, except the habits and 
number of her flaves, nothing about her appeared expenfive, 
She guefled at my thoughts, and told me, fhe ‘was no longer of 
an age to fpend either her time or money in fuperfluities; that 
her whole expence was in charity, and her whole employment 
praying to God. ‘There was no affectation in this {fpeech; both 
fhe and her hufband are entirely given up to devotion. He ne- 
ver looks upon any other woman; and what is much more ex- 
traordinary, touches no bribes, notwithftanding the example of 
all his predeceffors. Heis fo fcrupulous in this point, he would 
not accept Mr. W——’s prefent, till he had been affured over 
and over, that it was a fettled perquifite of his place, at the en- 
trance of every Ambafflador. 





‘© She entertained me with all kind of civility till dinnér came 
in, which was ferved, one difh at atime, to a vaft number, all 
finely drefled aftgr their manner, which I don’t think fo bad as 
you have perhaps heard it reprefented, I am a very good judge 
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of their eating, having lived three weeks in the houfe of an Ef. 
fendi at Belgrade, who gave us very magnificent dinners, drefled 
by hisown cooks. ‘The firft week they pleafed me extreinely ; 
but, Town, Ithen begun to grow weary of their table, and de- 
fired our own cook might add a difh or two after our manner, 
But [ attribute this to cuftom, and am very much inclined to be- 
lieve, that an Indian, who had never tafted of either, would 
prefer their cookery to ours. Their fauces are very high; all 
the roaft very much done. They ufe a great deal of very rich 
fpice. ‘The foupis ferved for the laft difh; and they have, at 
leaft, as great a variety of ragouts as we have. I was 
forry I could not eat of as many as the good Lady would have 
had me, who was very earneft in ferving me of every thing, 
The treat concluded with coffee and perfumes, which is a high 
mark of refpect; two flaves kneeling cen/ed my hair, cloaths, 
and handkerchief. After this ceremony fhe commanded her 
flaves to play and dance; which they did with their guitars in 
their hands; and fhe excufed to me their want of fkill, faying 
fhe took no care to accomplifh them in that art. 


E’s Letters. 





‘© T returned her thanks, and foon after took my leave. I 
was conducted back in the fame manner I entered, and would 
have gone ftrait to my own houfe, but the Greek Lady with 
me, earneftly folicited me to vifit the Kahya’s Lady, faying, he 
was the fecond Officer in the empire, and ought, indeed, to be 
looked upon as the firft, the Grand Vizier having only the name, 
while he exercifed the authority. I had found fo little diverfion 
in the Vizier’s haram, that | had no mind to go into another, 
But her importunity prevailed with me, and I am extremely glad 
I was fo complaifant. All things here were with quite another 
airthan at the Grand Vizier’s; and the very houfe confeffed the 
difference between an old Devotee and a young Beauty. It was 
nicely clean and magnificent. 


«© [was met at the door by two black Eunuchs, who led me 
through a long gallery, between two ranks of beautiful young 
girls, with their hair finely plaited, almoft hanging to their feet, 
all drefled in fine light damafks, brocaded with filver. I was 
forry that decency did not permit me to ftop to confider them 
nearer. But that thought was loft upon my entrance intoa 
large room, ‘or rather pavilion, built round with gilded fafhes, 
‘which were moft of them thrown up, and the trees planted near 
them, gave an agreeable fhade, which hindered the fun. from be- 
ing troublefome. ‘The jeflamines and honey-fuckles that twift- 
ed round their trunks, fhed a foft perfume, increafed by a white 
marble fountain playing fweet water in the lower part of the 
room,, which fel! into three or four bafons, with’ a pleafing found. 
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The roof was painted with all forts of flowers, falling out of 
gilded bafkets, that feemed tumbling down. On.a fofa, raifed 
three fteps, and covered with fine Periian carpets, fat the Kahya’s 
Lady, leaning on cufhions of white fatin embroidered; and at; 
her feet fat two young girls about twelve years old, lovely as 
angels, drefled perfeétiy rich, and almoft covered. with jewels. 
But they were hardly feen near the fair Fatima, (for that is her 
name) fo much her beauty effaced every thing | have feen, nay, 
all that has been called lovely either in England or Germany. 
I muft own, that I never faw any thing fo glorioufly beautiful, 
nor can I recollect a face that would have been taken notice of 
near her’s. She ftood up toreceive me, faluting me, after their 
fafhion, putting her hand to her heart, with a Tweetnefs full of 
majefty, that no court breeding could ever give. She ordered’ 
cufhions to be given me, and took care to place me in the cor- 
ner, which is the place of honour. I confefs, tho’ the Greek 
Lady had before given me a great opinion of her beauty, I was 
fo ftruck with admiration, that | could not, for fome time, 
{peak to her, being wholly taken up in gazing. ‘That furpriz- 
ing harmony of features! that charming refult of the whole! 
that exact proportion of body! that lovely bloom:of complexi- 
on, unfullied by art! the unutterable enchantment of her fmile! 
—but her eyes !—large and black, with all the foft languifh- 
ment of the blue ! Every turn of her face difcovering fome 
new grace. 
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“¢ After my fift furprize was over, I endeavoured, by nicely 
examining her face, to find out fome imperfeGtion, without any 
fruit of my fearch, but my being clearly convinced of the error 
of the vulgar notion, that a face exaétly proportioned, and per- 
fectly beautiful, would not be agreeable 5 nature having done 
for her, with more fuccefs, what Apelles is faid to have eflayed 
by a collection of the moft exact features to form a perfeét face. 
Add to allthis, a behaviour fo full of grace and fweetnefs, fuch 
eafy motions with an air fo majeftic, yet free from {tiffnefs or 
affectation, that I am perfuaded, could fhe be fuddenly tranf- 
ported upon the moft polite throne of Europe, no body would 
think her other than born and bred to be a Queen, though edu- 
cated in a country we cali barbarous. To fay all in a word, 
our moft celebrated Englifh beauties would vanifh near her. 


“¢ She was dreffed in a Caftan of gold brocade, flowered with 
filver, very well fitted to ber fhape, and fliewed to advantage the 
beauty of her bofom, only fhaded by the thin gauze of her r fhift. 
Her drawers were pale pink, her waiftcoat green and filver, her 
flippers white fatin finely embroidered ; her lovely arms adorned 
with bracelets Of diamon.’s, and her broad girdle fet round with 
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diamonds; upon her head arich Turkifh handkerchief, of pink 
and filyer, her own fine black hair hanging a great length, in 
various trefles, and on one fide of her head fome bodkins of 
jewels. 





«¢ T am afraid you will accufe me of extravagance in this de- 
fcription. 1 think I have read fome where, that women always 
{peak in rapture, when they fpeak of beauty, and i cannot ima- 
gine why they fhould not be ailowed to do fo. I rather think it 
a virtue to be able to admire without any mixture of detire or 
envy. The graveft-Writers have {poke with great warmth of 
fome celebrated pictures and ftatues. The workrmanibip of 
Heaven, certainly excels all our weak imitations, and, I think, 
has a much better claim to our praife. For my part, 1 am not 
afhamed to own, I| took more pleafure in looking on the beau- 
teous Fatima, than the fineft piece of fculpture could have given 
me. She told me, the two girls at her feet were her daughters, 
though fhe appeared too young to be their movher. Her fair 
maids were ranged below the fofa, to the number of twenty, and 
put me in mind of the pictures of the ancient nymphs. I did 
not think all nature could have furnifhed fuch a {cene of beauty. 
She made them a fign to play anddance. Four of them imme- 
diately began to play fome foft airs, on inftruments between a 
lute and a guitar, which they accompanied with their voices, 
while the others danced by turns. ‘This dance was very differ- 
ent from what I had feen before. Nothing could be more art- 
ful, or more proper to raife certain ideas. The tunes fo foft !— 
The motions fo languifhing !—accompanied with paufes‘and dy- 
ing eyes ; half-falling back, and then recovering themfelves in 
fo artful amanner, that I am very pofitive, the coldeft and moft 
rigid Prude upon earth, could not have looked upon them with- 
out thinking of /omething not to be /poke of. ——I fuppofe you have 
read, thatthe Turks haveno mufic, but what is fhocking to the 
ears; but this account is from thofe who never heard any but 
what is played in the ftreets, and is juft as reafonable as if a fo- 
reigner fhould take his ideas of Englifh mufic, from the bladder 
and firing, or the marrow-bones and cleavers. 1 can atlure you, 
that the mufic is extremely pathetic ; it is true, 1am inclined to 
prefer the Italian, but, perhaps, I am partial. I am acquaint- 
ed with a Greek Lady who fings better than Mrs. Robinfon, 
and is very well {killed in both, who gives the preference to the 
Turkifh. ”Tis certain, they have very fine natural voices ; thefe 
were very agreeable. 


‘¢ When the dance was over, four fair flaves came into the 
room, with filver cenfors in their hands, and perfumed the air 
with amber, aloes- wood, and other fcents. After this, thev 
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ferved me coffee upon their knees, sim the: fine. fapan china, 
with /oucoups of filver gilt. Thelovely Fatima entertt:ined me 
all this while, in the moft polite agreeable manner, callin@ me 
often Uzelle Sultanam, or the Beautiful Sultana, and defiring my 
friendfhip, with the beft grace in the world, Jamenting that fhe 
could not entertain me in my own language. 


When I took my leave, two maids brought in a fine flver 
bafket of embroidered handkerchiefs; fhe begged I would wear 
the richeft for her fake, and gave the others to my woman. and 
Interpretefs.—I retired, thro’ the fame ceremonies as befoxe, 
and, could not help thinking, I had been fome time in Maho- 
met’s paradife, fo much I was charmed with what, [had feen, 
I know not how the relation of it appears to you: -[ wifhvit may 
give you part of my pleafure; for 1 would have my dear filter 
dhare in all the diverfions of, Yours, &c. &c.”’ 


On this Letter we fhall leave our Readers to form their own 
remarks and conclufions; for us, we muit here, for the prefent, 
take leave of an article which has already allured us beyond our 
limits. ‘This is a bewitching book—-there is no knowing when 
‘to lay it down. We muft, however, clofe it for this month ; 


but fhall not fail to open it again in the next. 


Reflections on the Government, Sc. of Indoflan: With a’ foort 
Sketch of the Hiftory of Bengal, from the Year 1739 to 1756; 
and an Account of the Englifh Affairs to 1758. By Luke 
Scrafton, Efq; 8vo. 2s. 6d. Millar. 





g YHESE Letters contain a well written account of the Gen- 

& toos, natives of the Eaft-Indies: preparatory to the main 
obje&t, which is a detail of the revolutions in Bengal, in which 
the then Colonel Clive acted fo principal a part. In reading 
this reprefentation of the manners and cuftoms of thofe Eaft-In- 
dians, with whom we are, in general, but little acquainted, we 
fhall not find them that wild ignorant people they are commonly 
imagined to be. 


To give fome fpecimen of the method and flyle in which Mr. 
Strafton conveys his refle€tions on this people, we wil! give his 
account of their divifion into tribes; which, he fays, forms the 
moft material diftinétion between the Gentoos and other na- 
tions. Seat 


<¢ The four principal tribes are, the Bramins, Soldiers, La- 
bourers, and Mechanics; thefe are again fubdivided into a mul- 
Rev. June, 1763. Li tiplicity 
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tiplicity of inferior diftin@tions. There are Bramins of various 
degrees of éxcellence, who have the care of religion allotted td 
them. Thefe are held facred by the reft: they {wear by their 
heads; they kifs their feet; and the Bramins have the entire 
government of their minds; and fuch as do not follow any 
worldly purfuits, are fupported: by the reft, which is a great bur- 
den upon the land. It is difficult to draw a general character of 
the Bramins, as they vary fo much in their purfuits, and in their 
degrecsof knowlege. Some I have converfed with, acknowlege 
the errors that have crept into their religion, own one Supreme 
Being, laugh at the idolatry of the multitude; but infift upon 
the neceffity of working upon the weaknefles of the vulyar, and 
will'admit of no doubt of the divine charaéter of their Legffla- 
tor. Talk to them of the truth of the Chriftian religion, they 
fay, * They believe it is all very true; but that God’ has given 
© different laws, and ordered: different forms of worfhip for’ 
© different nations, and has prefcribed them theirs, which their 
‘ forefathers have practifed for many thoufand years, and they 
© have no reafon to doubt its being acceptable.’ For this reafon. 
they admit no converts, nor are them{clves ever converted, what- 
ever the Roman Miffiona:ies may pretend ; except, indeed, the 
Hallachores, of whom I fhall fpeak hereafter, who are glad to 
be received into a focicty where they are treated as fellow crea~ 
tures. _But I much doubt, whetlrer there ever was an inftance 
of anyother of the Indians being converted by the Miffionaries ; 
artd even thefe do no honour to the Chriftian religion; for as far 
as my obfervation has reached, thefe half Chriftians are the moft 
abandoned profligate wretches of the human fpecies. 


But to return to the Bramins: fome few there are who, verf- 
ed in their learned langueces, foar above the vulgar ;. but the 
generality are as ignorant as the Jaity. Such who are not en- 
gaged in worldly purfuits, are'avery moral, fuperftitious, inno- 
cent people, who promote charity as muchas they can, to man 


and beaft; but fuch who engage in the world, are generally the, 


worft of ail the Gentoos;. for, perfuaded the watcrs of the 


Ganges will purify them from their fins, and being exempted: 


from the utmoft rigour of the courts of juftice (under the Gen- 
tce governments) they run into much greater excefles. 


‘© The Soldiers are commonly Rajah-poots, (or defcended’ 


from Rajahs).. Thefe inhabit chiefly the northern provinces ; 
and it is from hence I conjecture, that the Founder of their re- 
Jigion was alfo King of the whole continent, and that he fent 
off this tribe to govern the reft; for in all the fouthern pro- 
vinces, the reft of the inhabitants are quite black; and the fa- 
mily that govern, are a fuir complexioned people, of the colour 
of thofe of the northern provinces. Thefe Rajah-poots are 
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much more robuft than the reft; have a great fhare of courage, 
and anice fenfe of military honour, which confifts, among them, 
‘a fidelity to thofe they ferve. Fighting is their profeffion ; and 
they readily: enter into the fervice of any that will pay them,’ 
and will follow wherever he leads; but as foon as their Leader 
fills in battle, their caufe is at an end, and they run off the 
field, without any ftain to their reputation. . 


« The Labourers are next in rahk. This tribe includes 
farmers, and all who cultivate the land; and the Mechanics in- 
clude merchants, bankers, and all who follow any trade; thefe 
again arc fubdivided into each profeffion. 


« And now I thuft mention the Hallachores, whom I cannot 
call atribe, beitig rather the refufe of all thetribes. “Thefe are 
afet of poor unhappy wretches, deftined to mutlery from their. 
birth. ‘They verfbfth all the’ vileft’ offices of life; bury the 
dead, and carry away every thing that is polluted, They are 
held in fuch abomination, that on the Malabar fide of India, if 
they charice to touch one of a fuperior tribe, he draws his fabre, 
and cuts him down on the fpot, without any check, either from 
his own confcierice, or ftom the laws of the country. ‘How the 
Legiflator could let fuch an injuftice enter into his fyftem, I can 
no otherwife account for, than by his fuppofing a neceflity of a 
regular gradation ; ‘and he was obliged to facrifice a portion of 
his people, to preferve the purity,-(or that whereiri he defined 
purity to confilt) of the reft. All the different tribes. are kept 
diftinct from each other, by infurmountable barriers; they are 
forbid to intermarry, to cohabit, to eat with each other, oreven 
to drink out of the fame veflel with one of another tribe, and. 
every deviation in thefe points, fubjects them to be rejected by 
their tribe, renders them for ever polluted, and they are thence~ 
forward obliged to hetd with the Hallachores,” 


This divifion of the people into diftiné clafles, affords Mr. 
Scrafton an opportunity of deducing many pertinent observa- 
tions on the good and ill confequences refulting from-it; both 
with rég@rd to their internal oeconomy, and to their gencral 
frength againft foreign invaders, 


_ Nothaving room to attend to many interefting and entertain- 
ing particulars relating to thefe remote people, we will proceed 
to the hiftorical part ; which employs much the greater number 
of thefe pages. Of this it will fuffice to fay, that it affords a 
lels perfeét idea of the Mogul empire in general, thah of the 
hitory of Bengal in particular, which is traced for fome years 
back, previous to, and to difplay more intelligibly, the impor- 
fant fuccefs of Colonel Clive ; who acquired an influence there, 

Ji 2  ewing 
















































r tnd 


ee at 





476 ERsKINE’s and BosweE w’s Letters. 
owing to his own talents, and the fuperior difcipline of the Bri. 
tifh troops, which, at length, entirely put the balance of power 
into his hands, between the contending Soubahs, or Governors 
of provinces, {ubordinate to the empire.of Indoftan. 


The revolutions related in this narrative, with their leadino 
circumftances, though hardly known in Europe, beyond the 
India~-Companies, difplay as much policy, and ftate intrigue, as 
employ the political cabinet of European Powers ; “though of a 
different complexion. . 


The empire of Indoflan, too extenfive to preferve its influ- 
ence over remote and powerful provinces, affords continual op- 
portunities to ambitious Generals, and afpiring Governors, of 
caballing againft their’ common Sovereign, and againft each 
other, to elect and maintain independent fovereignties, which 
keep them all in a fluctuating ftate of warfare. in which gene. 
ral view, as well as by the particular circumftances attending the 
revolutions in Bengal, it greatly refembles, and this little hiftory 
in the reading naturally reminded us of, the empire of Rome 
in the times of its latter Emperors: when too unwieldy, and 
too corrupt, to retain its dominions in pofitive fubordination, 
their Prators and Lieutenants of provinces, elected themfelves 
into independencies, and fupplanted each other by the bafeft 
arts of intrigue, as well as by open violence. 


The conduct of Lord Clive is, in thefe Letters, fet in an ex- 
alted point of view; and the flourifhing ftate to which he re- 
ftored the Company’s affairs, from the difafter at Calcutta, fuf- 
ficiently fpeaks in his favour here ; as the particular honours con- 
ferred on him by the imperial court of Dehli, and the Lordfhip 
of the lands formerly rented by the India Company of the Sou- 
bah of Bengal, now conferred on him, fhew the opinion enter- 
tained of his management there. 


Thefe Letters, in brief, contain much matter to entertain 


_ and intereft the Reader, in a part of the world which give them 


the additional recommendation of novelty. 





Letters between the Honourable Andrew Erfkine and James Bol- 
well, Efq; 3s. in boards. Flexney. 


ESSRS. Erfkine and Bofwell are two juvenile Wi's, 
{ who have chofen to exhibit themfelves in a little octavo, 
for the entertainment of the public. This honourable and 1 


genious duumvirate appear to be Officers in the army ; young 
3 men, 
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men, frefh from North Britain, full of blood, fullof {pirits, and 
full of fun. Vive la bagatele is their maxim; and» away they 
(cribble, away they publifh; freely abandoning their names, and 
their fame, with the fruits of many an idle hour, to the morfute 
of criticiim, and the mercy of. the wide world ! 


Promifing young Geniufes as they are, we would not, how- 
ever, difcourage them by any feverity of animadverfion on their 
light and airy labours. ‘hey are pretty fellows in literature; 
and muft not be roughly dealt with. We fhall, therefore, add 
only this brief information, for the fatisfaction of our Readers, 
that the agreeable publication before us confifts of about thirty or 
forty {prightly E-piftles in profe and verfe, written, perhaps, on 
purpofe to make a book, in order to inform the world, that there 
are {uch perfons as the Hon. Andrew Erfkine and James Bof- 
well, Efq; that they are mem of wit, and men of letters: and 
that they can amufe themfelves and their Readers with an hun- 
dred and fifty pages about nothing, as well (no, pardon us, not 
quite, fo well) as the facetious Author of TriftramShandy. For 
example, Letter XXX. | 


‘“ Dear BoswELL, 


jt has been faid, that few people fucceed both in poetry and 

profe. Homer’s profe eflay on the Gun-powder-plot, is 
reckoned by all Critics inferior to the Iliad; and Warburton’s 
thyming fatire on the Methodifts, is allowed by all to be fuperior 
to his profaical notes on Pope’s works. Let it be mine to unite 
the excellencies both of profe and verfe in my inimitable epiftles. 
From-this day, my profe fhall have a fmack of verfe, and my 
verfe have a fmack of profe. Tl give you a fpecimen of both—~ 
My fervant addrefies me in thefe words, very often 





The roll is butrer’d, and the kettle boil’d, 

Your Honour’s newett coat with greafe is foil’d ; 

In your beft breeches glares a mighty hole, 

Your wafh-bajl and pomatum, Sir,.are flole. 

Your Taylor, Sir, mu payment, have,.,that’s plain, 
He call’d to day, and faid he’d call again. 





There’s profaic poetry : now for poetic profe——Univerfal Ge- 
mus isa wide and diffufed ftream, that waters the country, and 
makes it agreeable; “tis true, it cannot receive fhips of any bur- 


| then, therefore it is of no folid advantage, yetit is very amufing. 


Gondolas and painted barges float upon its furface, the country 
Gentleman forms it into ponds, “and it is fpouted out of the 
Mouths of various ftatues; it ftrays_through the fineft fields, 
and its banks. nourifh the moft. blooming flowers. Let me {port 


with this ftream of fcience, wind along thé vale, and elide through 
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the trees, foam down the mountain, and fparkle in the funny 
ray; but Jet me avoid the deep, nor lofe mytelf in the vatt pro. 
found, and grant that I may never be pent in the bottom of a 
greary cave, or be fo unfortunate as to ftagnate in fome unwhole- 
fome marfh. Limited genius is a pump-well, very ufeful in all 
the common occurrences of life, the water drawn from it is of 
fervice to the maids in wafhing their aprons; it boils beef, and 
it fcours the ftairs; it is poured iato = tea-ketiles of the La- 
dies, and into the punch- bowls of the Gentlemen. | 


‘¢ Having thus given you, in the moft clear and diftin& man- 
ner, my fentiments of genius, I proceed to give you my opinion 
of the ancient aod modern Writers; a fubject,. you muft con- 
fefs, very aptly and naturally introduced, 1 am going to be very 
ferious, you will trace a refemblance between me and Sir Wij}: 
Jiam Temple, or perhaps David Hume, Etq; ! 


«© A modern Writer muft content himfelf with gleaning 4 

few thoughis here and there, and binding them together, with- 
Out order of regularity, that the variety may pleafe; the anci. 
ents have reaped the4u!l of the harveft, and killed the nobleft of 
the game: in vain do we beat about the once plenteous fields, 
the dews areexhzled, no fcent remains. How glorious was the 
fate of the early Writers! born in the infancy of letters; their 
tafk was to reject thoughts more than to feek after them, and ta 
fele& out a number, the moft fhining, the moft ftriking, and 
the moft fufceptible of ornament. The Poet faw in his walks 
every pleafing obje@ of nature undefcribed; his heart danced 
with the gale, and his fpirits fhone -with the invigorating fun, 
his works breathed nothing but rapture and enthufiafm. Love 
fhen fpoke with its genuine voice, the breaft was melted down 
with woe, the whole foul was diffolved into pity with its tender 
complaints; free fram-the conceits and quibbles which, fince 
that time, have rendered the very name of it ridiculous; real 
paffion heaved the figh ; real paffion uttered the moft prevailing 
sacaben Mufic too reigned in its full force; that foft delud- 
ing art, whefe pathetic ftrains fo gently fteal into our ver fouls, 
and involve us in the fweetelt confufion; or whofe animating 
{trains fre us even to madnefs: how: has the fhore of Greecé 
echoed with the wildeft founds; the delicious warblings of the 
lyre charmed and aftonifhed every ear? The blaze of rhetoric 
then burft forth;. the. antients. fought not by falfe thoughts, and 
glitte:ing dition, tacuptiva.c the ear,. but by manly and energi¢ 
modes of expreffion, .to-rule the heart and fway the paflions, 


‘* There, Bofwell, there are periods for you, Did not you 
imagine that you was reading the Rambler of .Mr. Samuel Jobn- 
fon}; or chat Mr. Thomas Sheridan himfelf was refounding the 
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praifes of the antients, and his ownart? I fhall now finith this 
letter without the leaft blaze of rhetoric, and with no very man- 
dy. or energetic mode of expreffion, aflure you, that Iam, 
Yours fincerely, 
ANDREW ERSKINE.” 


From this fpecimen our Readers will form fome idea of the 
Honourable Mr. Erfkine’s manner; and if from thence they 
venture to guefs at the tura and ftyle of his friendly Correfpon- 
dent, James Bofwell, Efq; they will, probably gucls not very 
wide of the mark. The Gentlemen are kindied Geniufes; as 
like as the two Sofios in Amphytrion: or, rather, as we mean 
not i comparifon, as like as the twin-brothers in poetry, 
Mefirs. Beaumont and Fletcher, of the laft centur " .——Propi- 
tious be the omen to the jocund pair now prefent! may siete 
friendfhip remain as inviolable, their fame prove as lafting, and 
their works make as many volumes, as thofe of the two ‘cele 
brated Playwrights we have juft named ! CG 





_ 


e 

An Ode on 8t. Cecifia’s Day, adapted to the ancient Britifh Mujfic: 
viz. thé Salt-box, the fews-Harp, the Marrow-bones and Cleav- 
ers, the Hum-/trum or Flurlly-gurdy, © Se. With an Introduc- 
tion, giving fome Account of thefe truly Britifh Inftruments. By 
Bonnell Thornton, Efy; 4to. 1s. Becket. 


HERE is fomething fo peculiar even in the extravagancies 

of true genius, fomething fo feductive in its wilde flights 
and vagaries, that the fruits of its very diffipation are more 
efteemed by Readers of tafte, than the moft elaborate lucubra- 
tions of plodding induftry, We havea fingular inftance of this 
in thelittle Feu a’ efprit before us, written fome years ago inthe 
genuine fpirit of true Englith humour, and lately fet to mufic 
in as mafterly a ftrain as it was writtcn. It is held, we know, 
by, your doyble-refined and formal Critics, a kind of violatign 
thus to fport with the fublime and tratifcendent beauties of the 
fine arts. The Mufes, however, like other modeft Ladies, tho’ 
they blufh more, are lefs offended, at a hearty fmack on their 
ruby lips, given them by a flufhed and favouiite po than the 
would be at the formal faluis of their quaint Admirers, coldly 
imprinted on their lilly-white hands. Quaintnefs and formality 


_ pre almoft infeparalle attendants on mediocrity of tafte; while 
) thofe, who cannot do honour to the art they cultivate, by their 


genius, muft thelter the poverty of their genius under the dig- 
nity of their .art, , 


What an infult, cry the’ pedantic Verfifier and conceired 
Fidler, on the divine Cecilia and her feraphic ftrains! Wat 
li 4 a pros 
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2 profanation of the fublime arts of poctry and mufic! to 
have her facred Odes burlefqued by paltry catches, and the 
voice of her own-invented organ mimicked by a wretched 
hurdy-gurdy, or drowned amidit the clattering of a falt-box, 
or the difcordant clanging of marrow-bones and cleavers ! What 
an indignity to arts and fcience!—Very true, Sirs! Stand up 
ior the honour of, your profefiion ; you have nothing elfe for it : 
for, as before obferved, if you are no credit to that, you muft 
make that, if you can, a credit to you. We would not advife 
you, however, to carry this predilection too far, left the world 
fhould bs ‘gin to imagine you to be as much the mere too]s and 
implements of your profeflion, as are your goofe-quills and fid- 
cle-fticks. — But, to give our Readers a {pecimen of this hu- 
mourous performance. 





RECITATIVE, accompanied. 


The meaner melody we {corn, 
Which vulgar inftruments afford ; 

Shrill flute, fharp fiddle, bellowing horn, 
Rumbling baffoon, or tinkling harpfichord. 


Air, to the Salt-box. 


Jn ftrains more exalted the falt-box hall join, 

And clattering, and battering, and clapping combine : 
With a rap and a tap while the ho!low fide founds, 

Up and down leaps the flap, and with rattling rebounds, 


Recitative, tothe Jews-harp. 
Strike, flrike the fort Judaic harp ; 
Soft and fharp, 
By teeth coercive in firm durance kept, 
And lightly by the volant finger fwept. 


Air. 


Buzzing tw ‘angs the iron lyre, 
Shrilly : thrilling, 
Tremblibe, trilling, 
Whizzing with the wav’ring wire. 


Arr. After a grand Symphony accompanied with Marrow. bones 
and Cleavers 
Hark, how the banging marrow-bones, 
Make clanging cleavers ring, 
With a ding dong, ding dong, 
Ding dong, ding dong, 
ing dong, ‘ding dong, “ding dong ding. 
R: Sif your up- lifted arms on high; 
In long prolonged tones 
Let cleavers found 
A merry merry round, 
By banging marrow bozes. 
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Recitative. To the Hum-flrum, or Hurdy-gurdy, 
Ceafe, lighter numbers: hither bring 
The undulating firing 
Stretch’d out, and to the tumid bladder, 
In amity harmonious bound : 
Then deeper {well the notes, and fadder, 
And let the hoarfe bafe flowly folemn found. 


Air. 
With dead, dull, doleful, heavy hums, 


With mournful moans, 
And grievous groans, 
The fober hurdy-gurdy thrums. 


Our Readers will fee from this fpecimen, that the Poet hath 
frictly adhered, as he profefles, to the rule of making the found 
echo to the fenfe. It happened a little unfortunately, indeed, in 
the late performance of this Ode, that the public ear, vitiated by 
being fo long accuftomed to foreign inftruments, and foreign 
mufic, was not properly affected by the delicate and harmonious 
founds of the Jews-harp and the Hum-ftrum. When this Ode 
is performed again, therefore, we would advife it to be done in 
alefs tumultuous aflembly; or that an additional number of 
Harp-Trillers, and hurdy-gurdy Strummers, may be added to 


the band. 
K-n-k 





The Effufiens of Friendfip and Fancy. In feveral Letters to and 
from feveral Friends. Small 8vo. 2 vols. 4s. fewed. Becket. 


Vi fF OOLASTON, or Locke, or fome other of our Eng- 
/ V/ lifh Philofophers, hath obferved, that nothing is fo 
likely to render a man’s company generally acceptable, as a com- 
etent proficiency in the art of agreeable trifling.—Sterne is 
confeficdly a great mafter in the exercife of this art, upon paper ; 
and the fuccefs he has met with, hath prompted numbers ta 
tread in the fame fteps. Among the reft, a Writer whom we 
have often applauded, for his ingenious poetical produétions, 
has taken a fancy to ftray into thefe alluring paths, andchas pre- » 
fented the public with a couple of Shandyan volumes of epifto- 
lary effufions, in verfe and profe, which may ferve to unbend the 








mind from more ferious contemplations, and innocently while® 
away a vacant hour in a cool arbor, or a fhady walk. In fine, 
if the expreffion had not loft its novelty, we might, with no » 
mpropriety, at this feafon of the year, recommend the pre- 
fent publication to our Readers, (after. Mr. What's “his name, 

| the 
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the Mimic) as very pretty, light, /umnmer reading: to which 
the Letters of Mefirs. Erfkine and Bofwell may be added, as a 
proper fupplement. 


The little pieces im verfe, interfperfed through thefe Letters, 
have no difagreeable effect, as they are not the leaf valuable 
parts of the coliection ;_ but of thefe our Readers will require ng 
tran{cripts, as we have fo frequently given them fufiicient proofs 
of the Author’s poetical merit. Of his profe-writings too, they 
have feen an ample fpecimen, taken from his Solyman and Al- 
mena*: but here he appears in a new light, and las ventured 
into the pleafant province of humour. How far he is able to 
make a diftinguifhed figure.in this province, in which fo few are 

alified by nature to fucceed, may be in fome meature inferred 
rw the following fhort Letter, which js neither the brighteft 
nor the dulleft in the ferics, 


LETTER XXXV. Vol. I. 


es Y OU mutt not expect the news of the world from hence: 

though fo near London, we are as much fequeftered as 
you are in the woods of ***, No couriers pafs through this 
place, except fuch as are difpatched from the lowland Farmers 
to the Salefmen in Smithfield. We know no more about the 
Peace than the Compilers of news-papers, or the Authors of 
weekly lucubrations; and the ura palitica, the whifper of the 
day, dies long before it reaches D . 





‘ &¢ OF late, however, we have been honoured with the pre- 
fence of two eminent perfomages. One of thefe I take to have 
been a foreigner; for though he was himfelf drefled like an 
Englifhman, yet the garb’ of his fervant was very particular. 


‘He wore a fhort coat, variegated with fhreds and patches of fe- 


veral colours, and his breeches were partly in the form of trowf- 
ers, defcending to the middle of his legs. ‘This fellow always 
proclaimed the approach of his mafter by found of trumpet, up- 
on which fummons the whole village aflembled to meet him, 
He was richly apparelled in velvet and gold, and feemed to be 
of+a very benevolent difpofition; for he would frequently con- 
defcend to talk to the poor inhabitants of this place, and to give 
them inftru@ions concerning their health. I was much edified 
by hearing him fpeak, which I could, even in my chamber, for 
his voice was loud, and he ufually afcended a fcaffold; but as 
he was a foreigner, his language was fomewhat hard to be un- 


derftood. 1 am told that he makes it his bufinefs to go from 


* See Review, vol. XXVI. page 254. 
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town to town, to preferve the health of mankind; and that 

notwithftanding the magnificence of his drefs, he is fo humble, 
that he will fometimes vouchfafe to pull out the aching tooth of 
a Mantua-maker, or a milk. maid. What an honour to human 
nature isfuch benevolence and humility! One thing, however, 
I could not but behold with indignation. ‘This was the infuf- 
ferable impertinence of his fervant. The domeftics of foreign- 
ers, I know very well, are admitted to greater liberties than 
thofe of our own country ; but this rogue in the long breeches, 
was eternally playing tricks with his Mafter, and mimicking him 
even in his moft ferious and humane fpeeches. 


‘© The other eminent perfon who honoured us with his pre- 
fence, was no other than the celebrated Mr. Powel. A. moft 
wonderful man this! who, I fuppofe, has formerly exifted in 
fome comet, and dropped from its tail, ypon too near an ap- 
proach to the earth. His common food is fire 4nd brimftone, 
which he licks up with the fame avidity as a hungry peafant 
would a mefs of peafe-pottage. This he has done before Princes, 
Peers, and Potentates, to their no {mall emolument and fatif- 
faction. This Zudax Iapeti genus, has not only literally eaten 
afbes for bread, but even red hot cinders, and glowing charcoal ; 
nay, fuch is his paffion for this terrible element, that were he to 
come hungry into your kitchen, and find a Sir-Loin upon the 
{pit, he would eat up the fire, ayid leave the beef. It is very fur- 
prizing that the friends of true merit, as he exprefles himfelf in 
his bill, have not thought of p:omoting him. We live in an 
age that is by no means unfavourable to men of genius. Mr. 
Johnfon has. been honoured with a royal penfion, for writing 
well, and Mr. Sheridan for {peeking well; but Mr. Powell, for 
eating well,~is ftil unrewarded; obliged to wander from place 
to place; and, inftead of indulging himfelf in private wida his 
favourite element, is under the. uncomfortable neceffity of eat~ 
ing in public, and helping himfelf from the kitchin fire of fome 
paultry ale-houfe. O Tempera! O Mores!™ 5 


As we proceed through thefe little tomes, their contents feem 
to rifein importan-e ; and in the fecond volume we find a variety 
of ingenioys criticifm, and remarks on the ftudy of poetry, 
which evince the Author’s abilities as a claffical S¢halar, and 
his good tafte in polite literature, etre rel . 
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MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 
Boe 5s EL 2763. 


RettGtous and CONTROVERSIAL. 
Att.1:. & Difcourfe on Freedom of Thinking ix Matters of Re- 


ligion; with its juf? Limits and Temper, neither indifferent nor 
jutolerant. 8vo. 5s. Fletcher.. Printedat Oxford, 1763. 


E have here a new edition of a treatife once held in great repute, 

written by the famous Dr. Taylor*, on The Liberty of Prophecy- 
ing. Shewing the Unreafonadlene/s of prefcribinz to other Men's Faith, 
and the Tniquity of perfeculing differ ent Opinions. ‘It was former ly printed 
with the Author’s other works, but is now re-printed feparately, with a 
view, fays the Editor, “* of promoting thole principles, with which, in pro- 
portion as they are promoted or difcountenanced, Chriflianity mutt it- 
telf'flourith or decay.” Fort the alteration of the titie, the following 
reafon is given, and we think it fuflicient to excels the liberty taken with 
the good old Divine of the laft age,. viz. The cld Title feems to 
have ¢aufed a prejudice againit even tie after the book, as the 
Editor owns was the cafe of himfelf, and every one of his acquaintance.” 
it is very true, that many have been prevented from looking into this 
truly feafible and candid performance, through a diflike of the original 
titic; a-title too, which was not fo properly adapted to the work, as 
that _now given it by the Editor: whole benevolent view in re-printing 
it, at this ‘junfture, deferves the acknowlegements of all true friends to 
religious freedom.—Notwithit: anding which, as fo many excellent trea- 
tiles of this kind have appeared fince Dr. ‘Taylor’s time +, written in a 
ftyle and manner more agreeable to the prefent taite for literary compo- 
fition, it isto be feared, that our Editor will not find fo quick a fale for 
his direst, as he probably expected, and we fincerely wifh him ;— 
more efnecially do we with it, as peeve of this amp do not com- 
monly ifiue com the Oxford prefs; which we hope to fee henceforth 





-—— 


Bithoo of Downe and Connor in Ireland. This voluminous 
Writer died in the year 1667. 

+ Notwithitanding the flyle of Bifhop Taylor's writings may now be 
thought¢ fomewhat exploded and uncouth, his books have been deemed 
not inclegant; and the eeem in which he was held, may be gathered 
from the ‘following character given of him by his fucceflor, Bifhop Ruft. 
*< Phis ereat-Prelate, ‘fays he, had ‘the good humour of a Gentleman, 
the elogeegce of an Orator, the faney of a Poet, the acutenefs of a 

Schoolmang the profoundnefs of a Philofopher, the wifdom of a Chan- 
cellor, the fagacity of a Prophet, the reafon of an Angel, and the piety 
of a Saint. Hevhad devotion enough for a cloiller, learning enough 
fora univer fity, and w: t enough for a college of Virtuofi: and had his 
part; and endowments been pa arcelled out among his poor Clergy that 
he left behind him, it would, perhaps, have been one of the bet dio- 
ceies in the world,’ 
abounding 
























































Reticious aud CoNTROVERSIAL. 4&5 


abounding in good works, fuch as may tend to promote the beft interclt 
of mankind; heir libefties;'civil and religious. 


Art. 2. Lhe Scheme for ereéting an Academy at Glafgow, fet forth 
in its own proper Colzurs. In a Letler from a Society of the li- 
habitants of that City,. who are not yet tainted with a Tafte far 
Literature, to their "Brebeen of the fame Principles at Paijley. 
Svo. 6d. Glafgow, 1762. 


Some wicked Wag at Glafgow has amufed himfelf with jecting the 
taite and difpofitions of his townfmen, and the Hittle regard fhewn ‘by 
them to a judicious tract Jately publifhed, entitled, ‘ The Defcéts oe 
univerfity Education,” &c.* which referred particularly to the intirove-., 
ment of education at that place: the finall inclination the people of. 
Glafgow and Paifley manifeit to profit by the fcheme therein recommenid- 
ed, this unfound Member of the Kirk’ Was ridiculed in the chara@ler of 
one of a fociety united to oppofé the advancement of literary Know- 
lege. He here fuppofes the ettablifhment of dh academy would Open 
the narrow minds of his countrymen, and infpiré them with ec- 
nérous fentiments, which he confiders as incompatible wath their prefen 
greedy attachment to trade; but more eéfpeci tally a3. tending t6 wean 
mankind from an implicit reverence to good old found prefbyte rian or- 
thodoxy ;_ which, beyond ail things, they ough’ carefully to guard 
againtt. 

“At fitlt view, this pamphlet may feem confi: ned toa local application, 
which, in faét, it is, i fome parts; but the general charactess thereia 
ridiculed, are to be found in many places befide Glafgow and Pally. * 


* See Reviews vol. XXVI. re 2346 ON 


Art. 3. ew of the Glory of the Maffia es Reinidoims Gontaanine 
a brief ‘Gane on feveral ele? .Paffages of: the: Book of th: 
Revelations, -compared with the Old Tc/tament:Prophecies, c. 
&c. By Alexander Clarke. 8vo. 2s. 6d. Keith. 


It cannot be faid of Mr. Clarke, as was faid of St. Paul, that mich: 
learning hath made him mad, for he is a poor ignorant Gardener, ‘frorit 
Drumcrief near Moffat in. Scotland. It appears from-a’ part 6F his | 
book, which he entitles, A brief Atcount of anextraor dinary Renichat ion,” 
and saber Things remarkable in the Cou fe of Gods Dealings with Alexity= 
ander Clarke; that this perfon had‘fome diforder,. probably’ a feeer, if” 
the year 1749, which, we fuppofe, unhappily affected his meel¥eet 94 
‘* When the Lord, fays he, was pleafed to chatiife me gteatly ind be@ 
of afflition, and in the midft of .my great trial, -it pleafed the ‘Abn ty 
God wonderfully to furprize me with a glorious light round about nie;? 
and looking up, I faw ftraight before me a glorious building in’ the air, 
as bright and clear as the fun; it was fo vaftly great, fo amiable tobe 
hold, 0 full of majefty and glory, thatat filled: my heart with wonder 
and admiration; the place where this fight appeated to ine, was jun 
over thecity of Edinburgh ; at the fame initant L heard, ds it were, thier 


mufic-bells of the faid city ring for joy. 
“ After 
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«¢ After this, particularly one day in the morning, about the rifing 
of the fun, as | was mufing on my bye-paft furprizing fight; immedi- 
ately the {pirit of the Lord God fenfibly was poured upon me to fucha 
degree, that I was thereby made to fee things done in fecret, and. came’ 
to find things loft, and knew where to go and find thofe things which 
were loft.” 

- Poor man! happy had it been for him could he have known where to 
recover his loft reafo The book of Revelations was not a likely 
lace for him to find itin. There, however, unfortunately for him, 
Seer his refearches been chiefly employed ; and the refult is, that iike 
Bell, the preaching Life-guard man, he is continually raving about the 
end of the world, andthe great and terrible day of the Lord, But this 
is not the only fubjeCt_ of his book, Original fin, the doétrine of the 
Trinity, the fallof Antichrift, and various other topics are difeuffed, in 
fuch a manner as may be expected from a perfon thus ftrangely qualified 
to fet up for an Author, It is a misfortune to many people, that ever 
they were taught to read. Had Alexander Clarke never known the ufe 
of letters, he might ftill have kept his fenfes, and his place near Moffat 
in Anandale, which he loft by fetting up for a Prophet ;, he might alfo 
have faved the ** confiderable expence” which he now feems to com- 
plain of, in his Apology, of printing the prefent volume, which he 
muft defray out of the little he has ‘* earned with the fweat of his brow.” 
Indeed, we think it fcarcely honeft in thofe Printers who are acceffary ta 
fo many wrong-headed and crazy people throwing away their money, in 
a manner fo abfurd, and which can only ferve to proclaim to the world, 
the weaknefs or infanity of the unfortunate Scribblers.who- refort te 


them. 
4 MEDICAL 


Art. 4. Receipts for preparing and compounding the principal Medi- 
cines made ufe of by the late Mr. Ward; together with an Intre~ 
duétion, Fc. .By John Page, Efq; to whom Mr. Ward left 
his Book of ‘Secrets. 8vo. 6d. Whitridge, &c. 


Though we may reafonably fuppofe, the curiofity of the public after 
fecrets, and efpetially after {uch medical fecrets as have been thought of 


frequent and confiderable fervice, may have cireulated a {mall pamphlet ' 


fufficiently, to render our account of it fuperfluous; yet, in compliance 
with our plan, we have judged it proper to fay, briefly, of thefe Re- 
Ceipts, that they are introduced by a fenfible Addrefs to the public: 
from which it is evident, Mr. Page could’ have no poflible motive, but 
the good .of his fpecies, for publifhing this part of Mr. Ward’s book, 
the whole of which was left entirely to his ditpofal. 

With refpe&t to the efficacy of thefe Medicines, he relates only fuck 
gvents as had occurred either to himfelf, to a very few of his acquaint 
ance, or to fome of his domeltics, who had taken them. Wih regard 
tothe Pills, particularly, he cautions thofe who have uafound Vi/eray 
or Bowels, againit the ufe of them. 

He acknowleges tte Reccipts for preparing the Pill and Drop, have 
not been as yet difcovered in the book. He has given them, howevery 
according to the procefs communicated to him by Mr. White, a Che- 
wu, 
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mitt, who made the Glafs of Antimony for Mr. Ward; and who aflur- 
e¢ Mr. Page, he has long made and adminiftered them in his own fa- 
mily, &¢. and that upon a comparifon of their,operation, and by their 
analization alfo, he found them to anfwer exactly to thofe made by Mr. 
Ward. Upon this foundation, the generous Publifher of thefe Receipts 
gives them, as what he really believes to pointat the genuine, and beft 
manner of prepariog the Pill and Diop... We fhall juft remark on this 
Medicine, that many eminent Phyficians have long afferted the extraor- 
dinary efficacy of fome antimonial preparations, and recommended the 
emetic wine, which has a confiderable affinity with this Drop, to be 
taken in fma'l dofes, as a greatalterative and deobftruent. The pro- 
cefles of the other medicines, as tak: n from the book, are attefled by 
Mr. White, or Mr, D’Ofterman, who formerly did, and are now em- 
ployed by his Majeity’s beneficence, to prepare them. Mr. Page jultly 
fuppofe , that even the fagulty will thank him for one effeét of this 
publication, as xt will fupprefs the practice of ignorant Pretenders .to 
the knowlege of Mr. Ward's fecret:, ‘I’htis, he fays, was a confider- 
able motive to his publication, and was certainly a very good one: fince 
a Reader with a fufficient ftock of credulity in phyfie, may incur the 
hazard of being perfuaded (by the multitude and effrontery of our em-. 
pirical advertifements) to conciyde, that among them they had arrived 
at the fecret of exterminating death icfeif. Whether thefe medicines 
will long preferve all the veneration paid to them when feerets, and 
vended at very high prices, time only can difcover. We ane told, in. 
this pamphlet, that the prefent Receipts are not the whole cortents of 
this bequeft of Mr. Ward's; but of fuch as have been. efteemed the. 
principal, the moft efficacious, and the bef underflood, 
PoETICAL. K 


Art. 5. The Tower, a'poetical Epiftle, inferibed to Fobn Wilkes, Eq; 
4to. 6d. Ridley. 


An empty bouncing cracker, intended as a Feu ce joye, in compli- 
meat to My. Wilkes; whom he addrefies in the elegant ftyle of, 


- O Decits of exalted foul, 
Priof to difgrace, unknowing of controul. 


» If this be not a fufficient proof of the Author's fine genius, take,,.cour- 
ttous Reader, another {pecimen, in the compliment he alfo here pays to 
the Reviewers : 








From fuch who build profeffion on abufe, 
Juft like their brother conj’rers the Reviews. 


They muft be Conjurors, indeed, who can difcover any extraorditiary | 


_ meritin thefe rhymes; which, we are forry to fay it, appear to come. 


fom the Author of the new paraphrattical Imitation of Juvenal." Sce* 


Review, page 373- 


Att. 6. The Temple of Venus. Part Il. 4to. 1s. 6d.. Moran. 


What we faid of the firft Part, is equally applicable to this Supple- 
mat, See Review for April, p. 318, art 12, + pele 
4 Art.- 
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Art. 7. The Prophecy of Famine, Parti. Inferibed to C. Churchijt 
4to.. rs. 6d. Cabe. 


{f Mr, Charchill’s poetry needed a foil to fet.it off to the hizheft ad. 
vantage, this anonymous fupplement to his celebrated Scots Paftoral, 
would anfwer the purpofe, to the utmoft of his wifhes. 


Art. 8. Zhe Poetical Calendar. V lassie the fourth, for April. 
1z2mo. 1s..6d. Coote. | 


If we except Mr. Cawthorne’s Abelard to Eloifa, this volume js 
miore defpicable, move replete with rubbifh, than any of the former, 


POLITICAL 


Art. g. An Appeal to Facts: In a Letter ta the Right Han. Earl 
| Temple. Ato. 1s. Millar. 


The fa&ts appealed to in this Letter, to fhew the prudence with which 
the fupplies for the prefent year were railed, may ftand unimpeached by 
us, but they would have appeared to more advantage, had they been 
urged in amore becoming manner. In brief, they are toffed out to the 
public with a fneering grin, worfe than that which Hogarth has beftow- 
edon Mr. Wilkes. 

Arguments from fats can receive no addition:] force by the hetero. 
geneous mixture of humour; which will not procure them a betcer re. 
ception. Faéts ought not to be fported with ; and were ¢4-/ no better 
fupportéd than the ftrains of irony in which they are conveyed, the late 
Minifter, in whofe defence they are urged, would hardly fee caufe to 
boatt of his Advocate. ‘This Author’s humour is very ill fuftained, In 
one place he pretends to tax Lord B. with ** ¢orrupting all the good, 
and inflaming all the bad iriclinations in a young unexperienced Prince ;” 
aud of inililling into him an indifference to, and contempt of, the efta- 

lifhed religion of his country, and of every private and public duty of 
morality: and, in another, with the poor trite repetition of his con- 
{tant attendance on public devotion, and receiving the facrament. Will 
fuch coarfe daubing as this, pafs for the delicate touches of irony. 

‘Phat:man can with a very ill grace burlefque the opprobrium caft on 
his patron, @s a Sco’, at the fame time that himfelf defcends to reflect 
on another (Mr. W.) for the misfortune of fquinting !——~ Ix fine, not- 
withftanding the commendations with which this pamphlet has been dit- 
tinguifhed, as the production of aGentTLEMan above the common le- 
vel of Writers, it bears few marks of gentility about it. N | 


Art. 10. Chronicle of the Reign of Adanijah, King of Ifrael. Tran- 
‘ flated from an Hebrew M.8. By Benaiah, a Jewifh Rabbin. 


A . 
aso. 1S. iolock. P | 


‘A very infipid ch4prer and verfc-allufion to the late adminiftration un- 
der Lord Bute, and to the profecution of Mr. Wilkes, who is here cha- 
raéterifed under the name of Barzillai, who hada wife and underfianding 
beart; and who was loved by all men becaufe of the ere thing: he had 

: uit. ems 


ve OF 










































18 











Poa rrPpoatet ys! - 489 


ewritier: which, we imagine, is more than any wife man will fay of 
this ** Chronicicr of Small Eeer.” ) 


Art. 11. Two new comic fatiric Dialogues, that lately paffed in the 
Tower; the firft, between Fobn Wilkes, Ef, and two of bis 
Majefty’s Lions; the fecond, between that Gentleman and the 
Shade of thé late Sir William W*****m,  8vo. 6d. Pridden. 


The two dialogues make but a very inconfiderable part of this pam- 
phiec; the bulk of which coniifts of tranfcripts from the public papers, 
of the feveral Letters, Speeches, &c. occfioned by the arveft of Mr. 
Wilkes, and his detenfion in the Tower. There is, however, fome 
tolerably fmart feurrility in the Dialogues; abufing the late Mimitter 
and his diterary * Advocates Paul Whitehead, Dr. Francis, Dr Smol- 
Jet, Mr. Murphy, Mr. Mallet, and, the Author of the Wandfworth 
Epiftle ; which Epiftle, we aie here told, in avery. polite note, was 
* written by one Olw—lId, a Scotchman, and Lord of the Preafury,’ 


* Alfo Mr. Hogarth, for hid print of ¢de Times, and his caricatura of 
Mr. Wilkes: for which, however, Mr. tiogarth had certainly ample 
provocation in the North Briton, : 


Art. 12. 4 Review of Lord Butz’s Adminiftration. By the Au- 
thor of the Review of, Mr. Pitt’s. 8vo. 28... Pridden. 
ae We will not mifpend our own time, nor take up the Reader’s.atten- 
tion? With’ a tedious coniment on’ this: dul!, wire-drawWn: treatifer of oke 
“handred ‘and fixteen pages. Ler it fufice to oblerye, that it is.written 
in the true fpirit of party, inveighiag agaioft the late Minifter,, often 
without reafon ; and extolling his predeceflor, (who, as a Statefman, 
had real merit upoa the whoi:) for! the mott.excepgiogable paris..of his 
‘adminittration. : But this fleepy dofe,, which jis, calculayed forthe lethar- 
gic Politicians: who dream away their time at coffee houfes;, would have 
tallen much*fhort of :its. meafure, if itshad not, by the\iagenuity, of An- 
thor-craft; been. filled up with the.dregs of news- papers, »with t.ifliag 
anetdotes, and idle quotations from: fenfclefs oyiginas., , BR 


Art. 13. Dhe Appeal of Reafon to the People of England, an the 
prefent State of Parties in the Nation.» 8vo.:-29.'° Becket, 


This déughty. Appellant obferves,.in his preface, that ‘4a pamphlet 
on the fide of a Great Man, is penevally Jvp; fed, € the Author is /up- 
pofed to have any addrefs, to ipeak his fent ments, _ If this pamphlet 

~ (he continties)’ was /iuppofed to’ {peaks the fentiments of ‘thenoble perfon 
io often mentioned in it, it would give offence'to many.” | From albthéfe 
Suppofitions we’ tay be at liberty to! /upfo2,.'th::-the Writer cannot be 
 fiptrfed to’ be very expert in the art of haranguing the public. Wemay 
be at liberty to ‘/ipp-fe likewife, that, in the foregdiagextract, his mat- 

, ter is as except.onable as his manner. For, in a pasiphlet on the’ side 
of aGreat Man, if the Author is fuppofed to have any addrefs, it is ge- 
‘ nerally /uppofed, that he does nor {peak his fentiments.> Few men; who 
Rev. June, 1763. Kk take 
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take a party, fpeak thei fentiments. But this Advocate, in. the rt 
fentence of his Appeal, loudly exclaims, that ‘* We have feen our fa 
cred Sovercign infulted, affronts thrown on one part of the united king- 
dom, and a Statefman equalling the magnanimity and moderation of 
Arittides injured.” Injured, indeed! And why will this. Writer heap 
injury upon injury? ‘To be ferious, the Author appears to bea man of 
probity, and good natural fenfe; but one who writes from his clofet, 
without having drawn his materials trom the living world. R Toh 

, ‘ —d 


Art. 14. 4 Letter to the Right Hon. the Earls Uy Egremont and 
Halifax, his Majefty’s principal Secretaries of State, on the Sei- 
zure of Papers. 8vo. 6d. Williams. Gy 


This pamphlet is one inftance, among many, that when Writers evi- 
dently have truth and reafon on their fide, they never have frecourfe’to 
buffoonry or fcurrility. <1 he fubje&t of this piece, whichis of the moft 
ferious.and iaterefting nature, is treated witli great pood fenfe, préci- 
om and moderation. Certainly nothing can be more injurious to li- 
berty than an unlimited right of feizing papers: and if the fafety of the 
State makes it in /ome cafes neceffary, thofe cafes fhou!d be aicertained ; 
that no Magiftrate may be intrufted with the difcretionary exercife of fo 
dangerous a power, But, on this head, we cannot do better, than refer 
the Reader to the ingenious and matierly piece before us, which"is:pen- 
ned without any‘party heat, or political animofity, , Oe ee 

) wei , R—a 


Art.15. The Oppofition to the late Mimfler vindicated, from the 
Afperfions of a Pamphlet entitled, Confiderations on the prefent 
dangerous Crifis. 8vo. 1s. Bathoe. ~~ ° “* °° 


- Avery fenfible’ and mafterly reply ‘to a pamphlet which we recom- 
mended to our Readers lait month; as we now, with the flricteft regard 
‘totruth ahd ¢candour, recommend the prefent performance’ to all whd 
have: read the Coxferations: ‘the ingenious Author of ‘which. is: bere 
convicted of .oné of two capital ‘mhiftakes ;° particularly im having affert- 

.ed, pa the late precipitate Cyder-bill pafied the’ Commons «without 2 
~idévifion’® whereas the contrary is notorious——the prefent Writer ap- 
pealing to every Member of that honourdblé Houfe, whether there were 
not at leaft s1x divifions upon it? Eee ee Ry my ae Bats 








Art. 16, The Conftitution afferted and vindicated, $vo. 18. 

ads aman Nicoll. Opothemud T 
_ ‘This poor-word Con/litution has been more abufed than any in the : 
Englith language. ¢ Many have attempted to explain it ; few have been | 
fatisfaftory’on the: folzeét. But this: fagacious.Pamphleteer, ‘who has 
profefledly undertaken to affeit and vindicate this fame,;Conftitution, 
turns tail on ‘his: fubjeét,‘ and tells.as, “‘ There aré. myfteries in politics 
as: well as religions’ which a‘good Poliiician and a good Chrillian fhould 
endeavour to believe, without attempting even to underfland,’ ‘Indeed ! 
Then pray, good Sir, what occafion to write about it? This isa droll 
esi. : 3 > * SW : . ; wa 
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way of afferting and vindicating the Coniticution, to tell us, that we 
mutt not attempt to anderiland its myfteries as the Poet fays, 


What need you more, than tell us we are fools? 





But whatever his Readers may be, we are well aflured, that this myfte- 
‘rious, conilitutional Aflertor, is not over intelligent. Witnef., amon 

other inftances, what he fays of the Bifhops, to whofe pride and ambi- 
tion, he tells us, the privilege was refu/ed, of being tried by their peers, 
Had he gone a little deeper into antiquity, he would have found that 
this privilege was not réfu/-d to them, but that they declined it, claim. 
ing an ecclefiaftical privilege, to be tried only by ahe Archbifhop as their 
Ordinary. Bat we have neither leifure nor inclination to enter farther 
ino the merits of this polemical Hero, of whom we will only add, that 
he is an indire&t Advocate for Lord Bute, and has thrown out fome harm- 


lefs {arcafms on Mr, Pict.. R—d 


Art. 197. England's cauftitutionalTcft for the Year 1763. In which 
are difcuffed, 1. Authorfoip. Ul. Popularity. If. Liberty of 
the Prefs. 1V.. Dignity of London Furies. “8vo. 1s. Mor- 

gen. . 

_.,, This Author is 4 zealous Whig; but his zeal overpowers his judg- 

ment.. He may be an honeft man, and a fincere well-wither to his 

country, bat he is a low, intemperate Writer: and therefore we hope 
he will ceafe to trouble the public, and the Reviewers, with his inve- 
terate abafe of the Scots, which, if we miftake not, he has retaled un- 
der various forms : as Scotchman be modeft, the New Highland Adwen- 
-Gurer, &C. mentioned in fome late numbers of our Review. ) 


ma 


Art. 18. An Addrefs to the Citizens of London. By a Lover of 
| ‘Liberty. 8vo. 6d, Wilkie. 


Jufily felf-condemned in the laft page, where the confcious Author 
apologizes for his poor performance, (the main purpofe of which’is to 
abufe Mr. Wilkes) in thefe words, ‘ Weak and prefumptious have I 
been,’ very true !—-‘ to talk thus openly on fubjects far above my ca- 
pacity,’ true again !—‘* to handle with decency and propriety :'—~then 
what a plague did you print for? 


Art. 19. The three Coujurers, a political Interlude. Stolen from 
, Shakefpeare. ato, #3... Cabe. 


A whimfical fatire on Lord B—, ynder the name of Macboot. The 
idea of his confulting Witches, or Conjurors, taken from Macbeth. 


Art. 20. A Letter to the Right Han. the Earl of Temple, on. the 
Subjed? of the forty-fifth Number of thé. North Briton; and on 
his ‘Patronage of the fuppofed Author of it.” 8vo. ¥3. Hinx- 
ge Vf | 
Anfwers the North-Briton, , paragraph by paragraph ; ules Mr. Wilkes 

very harfhly, as the Author of that paper, (a circumftance whith it was 
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not fair to take for granted, before it /ega//y appears whether he is te: 
ally the Author or not) and treats Lord Temple with great freedom, for 
his patronage of that Gegtleman; whor, faeerio ‘gly and meanly, he 
terms his Lordthip’s dirling, his minion, &c. There are, notwithitand- 
ing, many pe:tinent oblervations in the pamphlet; although the Wri. 
ter’s zeal {eems to have carred him too far :—he goes throw oh with it, 
and wixdicates every thing Nothing like a ttaunch Advocate ! To* Com: 
mend me toa man,’ faid a late famous Dutchels, * that will ea» his 
money !” 


Art. 21. 4 Letter to the Right Hon. Earl Temp! @; upon the pro 
bable Motives and Confequences of bis Lerdphip’s Conduéd with rée 
gard to Mr. Wilkes. 4to. 1s. Nicoll. 


A lighted torch, held up to finge the beards of the noble Lord, and 
the celebrated Commoner, hi: fi iend. The face of the latter efpeci- 
aily, is fcorched byit, black as the ‘ fab! e-vefled night.’ 


M-IscELLANEOUS. 


Art. 22. Memoirs of the Life and Adventures of. Tfonnonthouan, a 
King of the Indian Nation called Roundbeads. Extraied from 
a original Papers and Archives. 12mo0. 2 vols. 5s. Knox, 


Thefe Memoirs are not fo totally deiiitute of humour, as fome. may 
think them to be of decency and probability : indeed, we imagine the 
generality of Readers kaow too little of the Indian manners and cuf- 
toms, to enter into the fpirit and deliga of our Author: Chailevoix 
himfelf may pafs very well as a Romance-writer for years to come ; but 
then he profefles to write matter of fact, and therefore is well received: 
whereas a profefied novel, or humourous ro: mance, like that before us, 
fhould be founded at leaft on known circumitances, and familiar traths. 
Without this, there is.no entering into the hemour of the charaCters, or 
the (pirit of the piece. Thus our Author might almoit as well have laid 
his {cene among the wandering Arabs, and the itraggling hords of ‘Tar- 
tary, whofe oddities we certainly fhould have entered into, and been 
highly diverted by the exertion of a-fine train of ridicule on fuch capi- 
tal objeats ! It wou'd, coubtels, be extremely abfur4 and ridiculous in 
an European, to adopt the Indian maniiou, and make a deity of a 
-bear’s paw, a bull’s pizzle, a buffaloe’s hide, a brandy bottle, or a red 
rag; but this circumfta: ce in an un:uiored Indian, ought rather to ex- 
cite fenfations of pity and compaflion, than thofe df ridicule and laugh- 
ter. Our Novellift is alio frequently as grofs and indelicate in his fat're, 
as he is miftaken in the objects of it; making no feruple of bawdry, 
and bordering fometimes fo neatly on blafphemy. that we can very rea- 

dily believe what he, advances in his preface to be true, viz. that his 

Bookfeller never read a fenience of his book. 

.. But, even fetting thefe exceptionable points afide, it does not appear 
tO US, that the Author is himielf fuiiiciently verfed in the manners, cuf- 
toms, and circum'tances of the people and fcenes, he affects to detcribe. 

: His deitription of the battle between Tfonnonthouan and the bear, with’ 
the hamodrs of Diggory Bunce, their tecond, is doubileis very re : 
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but he is a little unlucky in telling us, that this horrid creatare was very 
near tearing the fair Saiterati to pieces, and that he opened a pair of 
terrible jaws to devour her deliverer, which he would have effefted had 
not his antzgonift cramme! a brandy-bottle down his throat; the belt 
and lateit lravellers from that part of the world affuring us, tiat the 
bears they met with, were-none of them carnivorous animals. On the 
contrary, we are told, that, tho’ when attacked, or infulted, thefe crea- 
tures will give rather a clofer hug than is agreeable to delicate conititu- 
tions, they never fet their teeth into human ficth living or dead. 

We could mention other inftances wherein the Author breaks through 
tbe rales of the fpecies of writing he attempts, as well as thofe of de- 
cency and decorum; but we are appreheniive our Readers would not 
thank us for enlarging on fuch an arucle. 


Art. 23. A Review of the Proceedings of a General Court Mar- 
tial held at Lincoln upon Mr. Glover, a Lieutenant Colonel of the 
Militia ; who was tried for behaving in a Manner unbecom- 
ing an Officer and a Gentleman; and who was fentenced to be 
publicly reprimanded. His Grace George Duke of Manchefter 
Prefident. Wherein many interefling Particulars relative to that 
Trial are laid before the Public, and the Behaviour of Calonel 
Welly, and other Militia Officers, confidered. \ Being an Anfwer 
to the Remarks on two Courts Martial. 8vo.” 1s. 6d. 
Stevens. Ton the ) 


The publication of the Preceedings * and Remarks + were juft noticed 
by vs at the time of their appearance; theugh the affair did not then 
jeem to require the merits of it to be canvaffed beyond the jurifdiétion 
of the court wherein it was cognizable. By this Review we, neverihe- 
lefs,. find, that the court-martial had a fubje&t of no {mall delicacy be- 
fore them; the Profecutor being an Officer of the regular forces,—the 
Defendant, and the court, Officers of the militia, Of this the Prefi- 
dent is faid to have been fenfible ; ‘and his obfervation on it is fuch, as 
mutt fausty the Gentlemen in the regular fervice, of his intentions to 
act with that honourable impartiality which conftitutes the very effence 
of all legal proceedings. He ‘ was of opinion, that if the militia ac 
* hed any faults, that was one of them, that it had not provided againft 
‘ a difpute between two Officers in the different fervices of army and 
‘ militia, and had not divided the members equally, fix and fix from 
* each, in cafe of a general court-martial to be held. Hence (we fup- 
pofe the Reviewer continues) ‘ arofe a natural diflruft in the Profecutor, 
* that the members being all of the militia, might lean a little to the 
* prifoner, who was of ihe militia too, and an equal difruf in the 
‘ members, that ia ¢ale they cenfured the prifoner feverely, they might 
* be thought not to preferve a proper and due attention to their own 
* body ; whereas an equal mixture of the members, or the Profecutor 
* and Prifoner being both in the fame fervice, would have removed any 
‘ difficulty and embarraflinent of this nature.’ Confidering the ftrigt 
punctilios made, and neceiiary to be obferved, in military fervice, to 
preierve due iubordination of rank, confiftent with the general character 





* Review, vol. XXVIII: p. 154. Ditto, p. 510, 
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_ of Gentlemen, but which has net yet obtained in the militia to eqhal 
nicety; it appears that 2 his behaviour before, at, and after, trial, 
the Defendant fully juftifies the lenient opinion and decifion of the 
court. 


Art. 24. A concife Account of the Rife, Progre/s, and prefent State 
of the Society for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures, and 
Commerce, infiituted at London, anno 1754. Compiled Srom the 
original Papers of the firft Promoters of the Plan; and from 
other authentic Records. By a Member of the faid Society, 
Svo. 1s. 6d. Hooper. 


‘© The chief defign of this little piece, fays the Author, is to refeue 
from oblivion the laudable zeal of thofe noble and worthy perfonages 
who firft carried into execution the plan for eftablifhing a fociety tor the 
encouragement of arts,” &c. The fociety is doubtlefs very much oblig- 
ed to this Gentleman for his kind éntention to perpetuate the memory of 
its Founders; but we fear they have only his intention’to thank him 
for; as it does not appear that he has taken due care to infure his own 
performance from ob/:vion. So that it is apprehended the fame of ‘thofe 
worthy Patriots who firft fet on foot this very laudable affociation, muft 
take its chance, and truft to other means for being duly tranfmitted to 
polterity.——-Some account of this flourifhing fociety, may be found in 
the twenty-third volume of our Review, page 431. 


Art. 25. Collateral Bee-boxes; or a new, eafy, and advantageous 
Method of managing Bees. In which Part of the Honey is taken 
away, .1n an'‘eafy and pleafant Manner, without deftroying, or 
much difturbing, the Bees; early Poa if defireds are éncou- 
raged, and late ones prevented. y Stephen White, M. A. 

| Reétor of Holton in Suffolk. The fecond Edition, 8vo. 
is. 6d. Davis and Reymers. 


Though the former edition of this judicious benevolent traét; was 
juft mentioned in the Review, yet on the occafion of its fetond publi- 
cation, we were ftrong!y tempted to recommend once more to the Raifers 
of honey, a method of ordering their bees, which the motives of éafe, 
profit, and hemanity, join to perfuade thofe to try, who are capable of 
feeing beyond the prejudices of vulgar cufiom. It is net the fcheme of 
a vifionary Projeftor, difficult to execute, and pregnant with difap- 
pointment; but a method to which any poor cottager poffeffed of a 
fingle {warm, may have recourfe, and which will render the ‘manage- 
ment of them a humane fource of entertainment, at the fame time that 
it will increafe his ftock to the full extent of reafonabie expeétation. 
Mr. White has clearly fhewn, that it is not only unneceflary, but-an att 
Of cruelty and ingratitade, to durn a colony of innocent induftrious fer- 
vants, who, as they have laboured one fummer for ‘the benefit.of their 
matters, are, with xo increafe of trouble in management, or what is vfus 
ally underftood by driving them, able and wilting to Continue‘their in- 
duitriows and wonderful employment, in returfot the’ grant ‘of ‘their 
lives, the enfuing feafon, We fay no more on a fubje& which fo copt 
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oufly fpeaks for irfelf; but, again, earneftly recommend this fcheme to 
thenotice of thofe Readers for whom it was intended; and who, by 
fillowing the worthy Author's directions, will not fail to reap the juit 


reward of rational benevolence. 1 


Ait. 26. The Schemer, or Univerfal Satirifi. By that great Phi- 
-lofopher Helter Van Scelter. 12mo. 3s. bound. Wilkie. 


A co'lcétion of the truly comic papers, publifhed under the above 
title, in the London Chronicle, and fufficiently known to the pub- 
lic. thei nigenious Author has, in this edition, added fome whimfical 
Notes. 


Art. 27. 4 General Hiflory of Sieges and Battles, by Sea and Land, 

| particularly fuch as relate to Great Britain. Including the Lives 

of the moft celebrated Admirals, Generals, Captains, we Em- 

- -bellifhed with a great number of rE aa 12mo. 10 vols. 
‘15s. fewed. Johnfon, Curtis, Se, | equine 


Well enough te-amufe young Readers, before they have acquired a 
tafle for more: valuable compilations, 


Art. 28. fn impartial Hiftory of the late War. 12m0. 3s. 6d. 
in boards. Johnfon, éec.> ° | 


A proper companion for the work above- mentioned ; ; but we do not 
. warmly recommend it, for fear the cats fhould frighten the children. 


“Are. 29. A compleat Hiftory of the Origin and Progrefs of the late 
| War, from: its Conimencement to the Ratifications of Peace, 1763. 
8vo. 2.vols. 108. bound. Nicoll, 


Y gelaieiahibe better than the speandinig Hifory.; but it feems°to be a 
fatality attending ev ery Hikory Of. the current Times, that they are 
‘flofied. with: etails of fuch occurrences as.are. below the dignity and 
tharaéier ‘ piftorical'compofition.—But what does the Author mean by 
thas mei €ntiding his work a complear Hiftory? Were it true'that 
he had, with fingular felicity, wronght-up this pérformance to: the fumn- 
jit of perfétion, he’ might, everthelels, have Jéft ‘the difeove 4 
fuch fuper- extellence to his Readers: who would. have:been as lik 
find it out, as they are to credit his affuming pretenficns.— We Raver 
knew one of the compleat produdtions that was not, to fay the Teatt, as 
_ much defective as thof which have been Iels arrogantly introduced to 
public hotice, | 


; Art 30. Proceedings of a Court-Martial held at Fort Royal, in the 
Bland of Martinico, in April, 1762, — the Trial of Major- 
€ommandant Celin Campbell, 8vo, I S. Walter, 


Major Camptell, of the 1ooth regiment, flood charged dt his trial, 
with the murder of Capt. MRiedy, of the fame pena The fact 
feems 
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feems to have been fomewhat of an irregu’ ‘ar duel; but the circtzm- 
ftances are not clearly afcertained, as the affair happened in the night- 
titie, 2ndin the dark: fo that the Evidecces could not well fee what 
was going forward. ‘The Major’s defence is well drawn up; altho’ it 
was not fo thoroughly fatisfactory to the Court, as to fave him from a 


fentence, by which he was cafhiered, and rendered incapable of arving 
his Majefty. 


Art. 31. A genuine Narrative of the Life and Attions of “fobhn Rice, 
Broker, interfperfed with fome curious Anecdotes, particularly of 
the Lord Mayor and Bifhop of Cambray. 8vo. ts. A. Hens 
derfon. 


~ Relates fome particulars concerning Mr. Rice, from his birth to his 
being capitally convicted of the forgery for which he was hanged. There 
are fome other accounts of him publifhed, in which the Ordinary of 
Newgate is)more compleatly anticipa'e: the ingenious Au:hors having 
thought fit to accompany their Hero to the gallows. 





\ one ad ~ —_—_, 


SERMONS on the General Thank/ziving, og a 1763, 
on Account of the Peace. 


1. At the parith church of Brafted in Kent. By George Davis, M.A. 
Matter of Queen, Elizabeth's Free Grammar-{chool at Seyven- 
oaks in Kent. * Dodfley, &e. 

2. The Blefings of Peace, and the Mears of preferving.it,—before the 
Univerfity of Oxford, at St. Mary’s. By Jacob Jefferion, M. A. Ly 
‘low of Queen's céllege. Rivington. 

- 13. At Reigate:in.:Surry.) By: W. Stead, M. A. Vicar: of Reipate, 
snd ‘Chaplain to the Dutchefs Dowager of Somerfet. ..Burdz .o.6 

4. Atthe meeting-place in Artillery-lane, ‘Spittetelds, By John, , 
Richardfon:! Buckland, - 

» 5. Lhe. Bleffings <4 Peace ‘fecured by Piety, Graitebniant Litniiatly, 
—at St. Andrew Underfhaft, London? By Thomas , Bonney, Sen M. 
Reétor of the faid parith: Caflon. © On 

.'66 National Peake a choice Bleffing of the Lord,—at the 1éeti ng-houle t 
in Redcrof-ttreet.. By Thomas Craner. Johnfon, § * 42" 

7. Serving the Lord, the only true Thank/ziving,—-at' Wylye near’ Sa- 
rum. By George Eyre, M.A. Curate of the fame place. ‘Withers. 

8. Atthe Hague, in the chapel of Sir Jofeph Voile, his Majefty’s 
Ambaffador to the States General... By Kobert Richardfon: M.A. Pte- 
hendary of Lincoln, Rettor of Wallington, Herts; Chaplain to the 
Earl of Gainsborough, and to his Excellency. Becker. 

g. The prefent Peace confidered, and thankfully acknow. eged ta be a Jea- 
fonable and fpecial Bleffing,—préached. to a congrégation ot Protetfant 

ee at the meeting- -houfe in Redcrofs- treet. By John Stephens. 
ceith bien dea cade 

10. The Bi effing of Peace,—at Newcattle. By s. Lowthion. Ris 
chardfon. 

1. At Abingdon, Berks. By Andrew Portal, A. B. Vicar. Withers. 


*.* The Mfellaneous Sermons in our next, 
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Queftions de Droit Naturel. Et Obfervations fur le Traité du Droit 
| de la Nature de M. le Barsnde Wolf. Par M. de Vattel*. Or, 


Obfervations on feveral Queftions in Natural Law; being Re- 
marks on Wolfus’s Treatife on the Law of Nature. 12mo. 
Printed at the Hague, by Gofle, 1762. Imported by Becket 
and De Hondt. 


T is with pleafure we fee the ftudy of natural law gradu- 
ally fet free from thofe fhackles in which it hath been fo 
long fettered, by the force of prejudice, the prevalence of cu- 
ftom, and the fantion of antiquity. It hath, indeed, been too 
generally conceived, even by fome of the ableft writers on this 
fubject, that the means of recurring to the ftate of nature, and 
_ thence to the rights of fuch a ftate, were beft afforded by 
hiftory and tradition. There is a wide difference, however, be- 
tween matter of right and matter of fact; fo that even fuppo- 
fing hiftory and tradition tran{mitted to us faithful and unexcep- 
tionable copies of the manners of primitive ages, yet we fhould 
not thence be enabled to deduce the laws of nature, as pre- 
cepts immediately arifing from fuch examples. Let us trace 
the hiftory of mankind as far back as we will, we fhall find 
no pictures of human life and manners, but what have been de- 
lineated fince men had formed themfelves into fome kind of 
civil fociety ; and, as the cuftoms or laws of every foci 
mutt greatly depend on the fituation and circumftances of thofe 


* The learned and ingenious Author of The Law of Nations, &c, 
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See Review, Vol. XXIII. p 104. } 
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who invented or adopted fuch cuftoms, nothing can be con- 
cluded abfolutely from the practices of particular people, con- 
cerning the natural propenfities of man as an individual, or the 
rights of mankind in general. Befides, by thus deducing right 
irom faét, civilians have been led of onan to confound mat- 
ters of polit ty and equity together; though doubtlefs there is a 
very eflential diftinction between things politically expedient and 
naturally jut. 


The authority of the antient lawyers hath alfo weighed too 
much with the moderns, in their manner of treating the fubj ect of 
natural rights ; which, it muft be allowed, are more ttrietly 
deducible from arguments a@ priori, fosnded en: the univerfal 
perceptions of pain and pleafure, and their kindred fenfe of 
right and wrong, implanted in the brealt of every individual, 
At leaft, if any reafoning from facts or cuftoms, a@ pofferiori, 
be admitted to illuftrate or confirm the other, thofe faéts 
fhould be fuch only as might be very general, if not univerfal, 
and equally applicable to all nations. Hence it is plain, that 
‘the labours of the philofopher muft have been of more ufe 
‘to the cultivation of this fcience than thofe of the hiftorian or 
the poet: and yet the writings of the two latter have been 
made, in a great meafure, the bafis of almoft all our fyftems of 
natural law. Selden, Grotius, and Puftendorf afford fufficient 
proof of the truth of this afirmation. Many things, indeed, occur 
in the laws of nations, that are too intimately connected with, 
and dependent on, the arbitrary rules of civil fociety, to be readily 
determined by the principles of natural juftice ; in which cafes, 
the eftablifhed cuftoms and practices of antiquity are ufually 
adopted as precedents. “This, however, hath been evidently 
owing to the imperfect ftate of the fcience; for, we prefume, 
no one will pretend, that the laws of nations are not founded 
on that of nature; or, that cuftom, however firmly eftablithed, 
ought to prevail againit the dictates of natural juftice. 


Among thofe writers who have availed themfelves more of 
the reafoning and penetration of philofophers, than of the au- 
thority of Hiftorians, Poets, and Lawgivers, we may rank as 
the principal, fome of our own countrymen, efpecially Hobbes ; 
who, though miftaken in fome capital points, may yet claim 
the honour of having opened a way to the improv ements that 
have been fince made in the ftudy of natural law. 


The celebrated treatife of Wolfius on this fubject, is too 
well known to need any encomium on its author, whether we 
confider him in the light of a Philofopher or Civilian. It is no 
wonder, however, that amidft fuch a numerous diverfity of 
objects, as are aflembled inthe compofition of fuch a work,’2 
fucceeding. 
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fucceeding writer of M; Vattel’s abilities flould find fome er- 
rors to correct, or omiffions to fupply. 


Our Readers will, we doubt not, approve of our felecting 
a few of the queftions here treated of; by which they will be 
enabled to form fome judgment of the manner and merit of the 
whole. The firft we fhiall take notice of, regards the lawful 
means of felf-defence, and the inftitution of penal laws, for the 
fecurity of perfon and ptoperty. The propofition of Wolfius 
runs thus 3 

In cums qui te lafit, tantumdem tibi licet, quantum ad avertendum 
periculum lefionis futura, five ab ecdem tibi atque alits, five ab aliis 
ejus exemplum fecutis trbi metuenda@ fufficit. It is lawful, when a 
perfon hath injured us, to take every meafure againft the of- 
fender, that is neceflary for our own fecurity or that of others, 
whether by way of preventing his repetition of the offence; or 
by way of example, to deter others from doing the like, 


“Tothis Mr. Vattel replies, “I cannot admit of this propofi- 
tion, without fome qualification, and would add, that a due 
proportion fhould always be obferved between the punifhment 
and the offence er injury fuffered. Would it, for inftance, be 
lawful for me, in order to preferve the apples in my orchard, 
to kill the firft man who fhould come, without my permiffion, 
and pluck them from the trees; even fuppofing, as it happens 
in fome places, that the people of my neighbourhood were fo 
addicted to this kind of theft that they were not to be deterred 
from it by milder punifhments ? Who would denounce fo cruel 
afentence? It fhould rather have been faid, therefore, *¢ it is 
Jawful toinfli& on the perfon who injures us, a punifhment fuf- 
ficient to correct him, and to ferve for an example to deter 
others ; provided always, that the evil we make him {uffer, be 
not too difproportionate to that which we endeavour to prevent 
being done to ourfelves or to others.”” ‘This decifion Mr, Vat- 
tel endeavours to prove perfeétly confiftent with the general 
principles of his Authors After which he obferves, that if it be 
neceflary to proportion the punifhment to the evil committed, 
it is alfo requifite to pay a due regard to the prevention of fuch 
evils 7 futuro. ‘* Hence, fays he, in civil focieties, if any {pe- 
cies of ciiminality become frequent, by the propenfity of in- 
dividuals to indulge themfelves therein, the punifhment in- 
flicted on the offenders is rendered more fevere, than it may at 
firft appear to deferve. But in this cafe, it is certain, that the 
frequency of the crithe, makes the evil of it greater; and thus 
renders it proportional to a greater punifhment. Thus, for exe 
ample, if an ordinary punifhmént be not fufficient to prevent 
our. gardens from being robbed, and our trees are yearly ftfip- 
ped @f their fruit, the evil becomes confiderable, and a feverer 
Ll 2 punifhment 
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punifhment ought to be inflicted on the offenders ; as fuch dif- 
orders in fociety ought to be abfolutely fupprefled.” And yet 
our Commentator will not entirely admit of what his Author 
afferts elfewhere, Pane tanta licitte funt, quante ad deterrendum 
nocituros a deliéto vel crimine perpetrands, quantum peri | pote/t, Juf- 


frciunt, confequenter fi appareat, non fufficere leniores, gravioribus 
uti liceat. 


Mr. Vattel is of opinion, that before we can truly affert, 
that it is equitable to employ feverer punifhmenis, when yh 
mild are found infufficient, it is neceilary that the evil occa- 
fioned thereby fhould be'of fufficient confequence. ** The right, 
continues he, which the magiftracy is invefted with, of punith- 
ing offenders, is derived from that which nature hath given to 
every man, to act in his own defence. Now, if a robber, ina 
ftate of nature, fhould take from me a thing of little confe- 
quence, and which I could eafily do wi ithout, E am affuredly 
not permitted to kill fuch an ofiender, even thou; gh I have no 
other method of recovering what is ftolen from me.” 


Might not the ingenious cafuift, however, be afked here, 
what lofs of property he would adjudge to be equivalent to the 
life of aman? for, as it is, he hath left this matter very inde- 
terminate ; and, indeed, on this principle, we fhould think, that 
nothing lefs than a robbery which would reduce a man to the 
condition of ftarving, wv ‘ould authorife him to defend his pro- 
perty, by taking away the life of the robb:r. Nor, indeed, 
is this very confiftent with what he advances above, re fpeAing 
the aggravation of the evil by a repetition of the fact; for by 
this argument it Should feem, that if a man fhould rob us of a 
euinea, and we were poflefied of ten thou‘and, we have no 
right to kill him tn defence of our property ; whereas if it were 
the only guinea we had in the world, we fhould be authorifed 
to doit. And yet might not a man be thus robbed of one gui- 
nea after another till he had but one left ? In our opinion, 
however, the principles on which the civil power hath pro- 
ceeded, in aggravating the punifhments of offenders, in cafes of 
frequent delinquency, are different from thefe affigned by M. 
Vattel. If penal ftatutes were aéts of vengeance, the utili 
ments inflicted by them would reafonably ‘be pr roportioned to 
the evil committed ; but, as the end and defign of all legal pu- 
nifhments (from whatever fource the right of infircting them. 
be derived) are confetledly the fecurity and tranquillity of indi- 
viduals and the ftate *, the punifhment ought to be Pee 

tione 





* Thus Plato in that celebrated paflage, tranflated and adopted by 
Seneca, “ Punifments ought not to be infli€ted, mercly on accouat of 
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tioned to the intention of the offender (which may be truly 
called the offence) as well as to the injury actually committed. 
And tho’ it may feem cruel, that one man fhould fuffer the fame 


punifhment for caufing a ‘trivial injury, as another doth for 


caufing the greateft; yet if it be certain that the defign of the 
former was equally criminal with the latter, we do not fee that 
the accidental defeat of that defign renders him lefs deferving of 
punifhment. On the other hand, if a trivia injury only bei: ntended 
and committed, we do not {ce why the frequent repetition of fuch 
injuries by different perfons, fhould aggravate the punifhment 
of any one. According to our ideas of natural juftice it fhould 
not. If the punifhment fhould be, as we think, proportioned 
to the offence «as well as to the injury ; we don’t fee how the 
crime of a man who robs an orchard this year, ie avgravated by 
the fame orchard’s having been robbed laft year, fuppofing the 
prefent criminal innocent and ignorant of the prior robbery. 
But granting the crime is 2ogravated by its frequency and for 
the reafons our Author alledges, yet ere a government is jufti- 
hed in aggravating the punifhment, it fhould be firft proved 
that fuch aggravation is the only method of producing the ef- 
fect intended. Now, though the prevention of crimes may 
not be effected by one kind of punifhment, it does not thence 
follow that it might not be effected by one of another kind, 
wae mild with refpe& to the perfon of the offender. It 
isdar from being prow ed that capital punifhments are the beft 
fecurity of property ® ; and, till this be dane, we muft efleem 
it a f{pecies of cruelty higbly diferaceful to the laws of this and 
fome other countries, to doom indilcriminately to death, the 
poor wretch who artfully deceives or boldly compels you to 
relieve his neceffities, and the infolent villain who wantonly 
plunders thoufands and involves Whole families in poverty and 
ruin. 
In treating of the validity and obligation of promifes, Wol- 

fius hath laid down the following propofiti ion. 


“¢ 81 conditia potefliva fucrit ex parte pramifforis, is cam protrabere 


the evil already committed, (for this being done and paft, cannot be 
undone and recalled) but on account of the evil which might other- 
wile be commiited hereafter. Plat. de legibus, lib. xi. 


* Mr. Vattel indeed appears, in another part of the work, to be 
exactly of our opinion in this refpeét. ¢* I] eft important d? obierver en- 
core {ur cette matiere, que la rigueur ces peines n’eft pas toujours les 
plus sir moyen d’ empeécher quedé defordre et le crime ne fatfeat des 
progres. Ajoutez qu’ il eit ties dangereux de rendre communes Jes 
peines capitales, qui doivent <tre rélervces pour les grands forfaits. 
Wexperience nous apprend que le brigandage ef devenu frequent dans 
Dien des pay, oule vol elf pani de mort.” | 
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non debet eo fine, ne quod prom: (Jum praflare teneatur: multo minus 
efficere debet ne ex/ftet ‘couiliaie. ecodem fine.’ If a man be in the con-« 
ditional circumftances of difcharging his promife, he ought not 
to change his fituation, in order to avoid the completion of fuch 
promife; much lefs ought he to do any thing to prevent his be- 
ing in fuch circumftances, 


Mr. Vattel conceives this propofition to be true only with 
regard to promifes made againft an equivalent. ‘Thus, for in- 
ftance, ‘when the perfom to whom a promife is made, hath 
done any thing with a view to fuch promife, it would be a 
fraud to fhun the conditions under which it fhould be fulfilled : 
becaufe, confiding in your good faith, by admitting of a condi- 
tion dependent en yourfe Af, he refts aflured you will perform 
your promife if nothing fhould abfolutely prevent, A/fi/? me in 
my affairs to-day ; and, to-morrow, if I am here, Iwill affift you 
in yours, ‘This certainly fignifies, that I will affift you to-mor- 
row, if nothing prevents my being here. I fhould therefore 
defraud you, if I departed without neceffity, and merely with a 
view to elude the condition of my promite. And yet, even in 
fuch a cafe, you would have no right to compel me, jure belli, 
in a ftate of nature, to ftay ; becaufe it is left to myfelf to 
judge, whether I am to ftay or go, So that, though my pro- 

cedure is unjuft, yet you have no right to complain.” 


With regard to promifes which our Author calls purement 
gratuites, he thinks they always include a tacit condition, that 
the performance thereof fhould not be hig chly inconvenient to the 
promifer, and that the perfon to whom the promife is made 
fhould, in the interim, do nothing to offend him. For our 
part, however, we do not rightly underftand what Mr, Vattel 
means by promifes purement gratuites, If he means promifes 
perfeétly difinterefted, and made without a view to any kind 
of equiyalent or return paft, prefent, or future, fuch promies 
appear altogether the effect of caprice, and cannot be judged:of 
as the actions of a rational creature, to which the ftandard of . 
right and wrong is at all applicable. But the truth is, that pro- 
mifes (not merely capricious) are, however apparently difinter- 
efted, {till gratuitcus, and, asthe very term imports, made witha 
view of gratitude to fervices or pleafures received or expected. 
If itbe objected, that this is not the cafe, with regard to promifes 
made out of pure love and affection for the perfon promifed ; 
we anfwer, thefe are lefs difinterefted than moft others ; as in 
fact; we gratify ourfelves in promifing to ferve thofe whom 
we "take pleafure in obliging. ‘* If I fhould promife, fays 
Mr. Vattel, to give a friend an hundred crowns a fortnight 
hence, and, in the mean time, he declares himfelf my encmy, 
J am not under any obligation to make him fuch a prefent.” 
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We believe, indeed, that- few perfons would in fact be {cru- 
pulous obfervers of their word in fuch a cafe; and yet a refufal 
would, in our opinion, plainly fhew, that the promife was not 
purely difinterefted ; the intended prefent being hereby declared 
the purchafe-money of the other’s friendfhip. So that, on the 
whole, it appears that no promife legally valid, can be made on 
a purely difinterefted motive. 


The next queftion we fhall fele&t, relates to the litera- 


ry reputation of Authors, and immediately affects ourfelves, 


in the capacity of Reviewers. Our Readers, however, will 
fee what Wolfius hath advanced againft the equity of detract- 
ing from unmerited reputation, very faisly refuted by Mr, 
Vattel. 


<< Nemo eruditerum alterius fame ac laudi, frve merita, fre im- 
merite@ detrahere debet. Men of letters ought not to detract 
from the merited, or even unmerited, reputation of others, 


‘© The demonftration of this propofition is defective :' for, 
it doth not follow, that, becaufe we fhould not indulge ourfelves 
in envy, we are not permitted to depreciate, or leflen the un- 
merited fame of others. We may do this from very different 
motives. But the propofition itfelf, fo far as it regards ground- 
lefs reputation, is not true, at leaft in the general manner ex- 
prefled. For, 1ft, there is a great difference even between de- 
priving a man of the praife he doth not deferve, and cafting on 
him the cenfure he may merit. I admit, that charity ‘forbids 
us to reveal thofe things which may be hurtful to others, at leaft 
without good reafon fur fo doing: but doth it forbid us to cor- 
rect the erroneous judgment of thofe, who give praifé to fuch 
as do not deferve it? Or hath fuch a perfon any juft caufe of 
complaint, that we deprive him of a thing to which he hath 
no right, and which he unjuftly aflumes to himfelf, in breach 
of bis own duty? I fay in breach of his own duty; for, he 
ought not to ain at the glory which is not his due, and by that 
means impofe on the public. 2d. It will at leaft be admitted, 
that there are many cales, in which the publick intereft obliges 
us to deprive a mun of the reputation he may have unjuilly 
acquired ; as the falfe idea which people entertain of -him, 
mnight lead them into meafures highly prejudicial to themfelves ~ 
and the ftate: they might, for inftance, confer an important 
employment on a man who fhould thus obtain the reputation 
of being fit for it, and he might afterwards be fatally found in- ‘ 
capable ; they might intruft the education of their children to a 
matter falfely reputed a man of learning, &c. “The reputation, 
in fhort, which is not defervéd is injurious to that which is fo ; 
and thus men of true merit become fufferers by the vain and 
undeferving. When praife and fame are proftituted on unwor- 
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thy objects, they lofe their value; the world becomes miftruft- 
ful; and in confequence of being made the dupe of impudent 
pretenders, it refufes to beftow its ‘appldufe on the truly deferving. 

Ought we to contribute to all thele inconveniencies, for fear of 
depriving an impoftor of the reputation on er he plumes him- 
felf, and to which he hath no juft pretence ?” Surely not! 


Wolfius afirms, in feveral propofitions of his treatife on the 
law of nature, that the promifcuous ufe of women is unlawful ; 
that monogamy is fufficient to anfwer all the ends of popula- 
tion; that it would indeed be impoffible for every man to have 
two wives, and that matrimonial jealoufy is implanted in hu- 
man nature. Our ingenious Commentator hath the following 
reflections on thefe fubjects. With regard to the firft, he ob- 
ferves, that the decifion of Wolfius is founded on the con- 
fideration, that if women were common, their children would 
have no father to take charge of their education. ‘+ But might 
not this inconvenience be remedied, fays he, by proper inititutions 
for educating all children at the charge of the public? It is 
not impoflible, that children fo educated, would be better formed 
for good citizens, than thofe which are brought up in the 
ordinary method, by ignorant parents, or thofe whofe partial 
fondnefs, or want of neceffary means, prevent their giving a 
good education to their children. “Ihe reafon given, therefore, 
is not fufficient to condemn in general the promifcuous ufe of wo- 
men. Perhaps a better might be deduced from thofe diforders, 
which the licentioufnefs of fuch a cuftom might give rife to; 
and from that indolence and want of induftry, which indivi- 
duals would fall into if their children were all in common, 
unknown to them, and thus educated at the charge of the 


public *,” 


In regard to one wife's being fuffcient to anfwer the ends of 
pupulation, Mr. Vattel obferves, that this aflertion may be 
true with refpect to ‘the greater part of Europe in its prefent 
ftate ; but that it is far from being true in general. It would 
be very advantageous, fays he, that mankind fhould multiply 
fafter than they do in the American colonies. So that, this 
principle not being univerfal, the propofitions dependent on it, 
cannot be regarded as part of ‘the law of nature. 


“< As to polygamy, continues he, I muft obferve, that a plu- 
rality of wives is even to be permitted, in cafes where it is not 


* Perhaps none of thefe diforders, however, would equal the pre- 
fent ill effets of particular and domettic education. As men are at 
prefent brought up, indeed, the licentious effeéts of fuch a cuftom are 
apparent : but, if their education were totally different, we know not 
what its effects would prove. 
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neceflary for the mu'tiplication of the fpecies. “There are fome 
men of juch a temperament, that they cannot abftain from their 
wives, even during pregnancy, without injury to their health. 
But our Author [Wolfus] condemns every act of conjugal love 
that doth not tend to propagation. Doth it not thence fol- 
low, therefore, that he may have feveral wives,. particularly if 
he be in circumftances to provide for a great number of chil- 
dren f” 


With refpect to the impoffibility of every man having more 
than one wife; ‘* this fuppofition is founded on the equality 
which is obferved in the numbers of males and females that are 
born. ‘The obfervation is, indeed, true in general, but the 
confequence deduced from it is not fo certain. War, commerce, 
and travelling, take off a great number of males, and prevent 
others from marrying ; fo that in many countries we fee crouds 
of women, who remain ufelefs to propagation for want of hul- 
bands. Now, if the married men, who can provide for their 
children, fhould take thefe for fecond wives, no one would fuf- 
fer, and the ftate would be better peopled.” Our Author 
would not, however, be underftood here to bring this argument - 
as valid againft any good reafons that might be given againft a 
plurality of wives. Wolfius himfelf hath many-cogent ones, 
though his commentator doth not think he fairly deduces the 
prohibition from the law of nature. ‘* In ancient times, fays 
Mr. Vattel, when the number of children conftituted the 
{trength and riches of a family; when education, agreeable to 
the times and circumftances, was fimple and eafy ; and when the 
father of the family was refpected by his wives as their Jord 
and mafter; a p!urality of them was then not only free from thofe 
inconveniencies which muft attend it at prefent, but perhaps, 
was preferable to the marriage of one man to one woman, ' But 
this plurality neceflarily becomes more inconvenient, in: pro- 
portion as mankind extend their refinements, and depart from 
their original {tate of innocence and fimplicity.” 


It is fomewhat fingular, as M. de Vattel juftly obferves, that 
his Author fhould place matrimonial jealoufy among the prima 
nature, and make ita kind of natural obligation. To affert 
the principles of fuch jealoufy to be inherent in our nature, 
he obferves, that we fhou'd be able to difcover it in all animals, 
or at Jeaft in the greater part of them; it being not fufficient 


that it ts obfervabie in fome few. 


Wolfius fell into a lefs fingular, and more important error, 
when he maintained the equity of the civil magiftrate’s obliging 
the fubject to comply with. the eftablifhed forms of relizious 
worfhip. Our more liberal Commentator, however, hath very 
juitly corrected him in this particular. 
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“¢ Reétor civitatis, fays Wolfus, adigeré vi poteft fubdites, ut 
conventibus publicis in terplis dicbus feflis interfint.” “The magi- 
{trate may compel the citizens to attend public worfhip in the 
churches. 


“© It is furprizing, fays M. de Vattel, to find, in a treatife 
of natural law, a propofition, tending to eftablifh and demon- 
{trate the juflice of perfecution and conftraint in matters of re- 
ligion. But the Author, who forefaw our furprize, pretends 
that he advances nothing here, but what is deducible from evi- 
dent and undubitable principles. We will therefore enter a little 
into the examination of thefe principles. The civil magiffrate ought 
to employ force ta oblige thofe who neglect their duty, to conform at lea if 
externally to the digtates of natural law. It is on this principle he 
founds the right of the magiftrate, to compel people to go to 
church ; but if we look into the demonftration of this propofi- 
tion itfelf, we fhall find it grounded folely on this reafon, that 
the extehiial conduct of men unhinges the rights of others, and 
is injurious to community, unlefs it be conformable to natural 
law. Whence it follows, that this maxim is applicable only 
to fuch of our actions as affect the rights of others. To leave 
every one to the quiet enjoyment of their privileges ; to do 
no one an injury, Gc. thefe are duties, to the difcharge of 
which the civil power may and ought to compel the refractory ; 
and though it may not be able to ‘infpire them with a real love 
to juftice, it may equitably force them at leaft to the exterior 
obiervance of it, as well for the fake of individuals, as to 
maintain the order and tranquillity of fociety. But with regard 
to thofe duties that only affect ourfelyes, and arife folely from 
the internal obligation of conicience ; it muft be remembered, 
that M. Wolfus himfelf hath, in another place, declared, that 
every one fhould be left in the peaceable pofleffion of his natural 
liberty. Our duty towards God, and the obligation of wor- 
fhipping him, are fo interefting to the confcience, that no one 
ought to be laid under any refiraint, refpecting the manner of 


difcharging them. The whole merit of fuch difcharge de- - 


pending on the fincerity of it, every one ought to acquit him- 
felf freely according to the dictates of his own confcience. 
As every man fhould worfhip in the manner he thinks moft 
agreeable to the Diety, he ought not to be compelled to con- 
form, in that refpect, to the will of the fov ereign. Neither fo- 
ciety, then, nor the fovereign reprefenting it, have any right 
to lay a reftraint on the confcience of the fubject. If there be 
any con{cientious perfons, therefore, who conceive the eftablifh- 
ed forms of worfhip to be fuperftitious and difagreeable to God, 
would you compel them to attend and affifl in their celebration ? 
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<¢ It will be faid, perhaps, that an eftablifhed form of worhhip is 
highly ufeful and important to fociety. Doubtlefs it is; and for 
this reafon the civil power ought to regulate and protect its and to 
punifh thofe who fhould attempt to difturb or deftroy it. The 
civil power is alfo authorifed to employ perfuafion, and encou- 
ragement, and other mild expedients to engage the citizens to 
embrace it.. It is juftifiable in taking care to inculcate in the 
minds of youth, that the worfhip moit agreeable to God, con- 
fifts in pubtickly ferving him after the manner prefcribed by the 
laws of the ftate. It may juftly fhew marks of its difpleafure 
again{t thofe who abftain from publick worfhip, or diftinguifh 
themfelves by diflenting from its modes; while, at the fame 
time, in order to prevent indifference for all religion, it may 
beftow marks of favour and diftinction on thofe citizens who are 
remarkable for their piety. It may alfo very equitably take 
every prudent and pacific meafure to prevent innovations. But 
it fhould never ufe violence refpecting matters of confcience, 
but fhould freely tolerate all thofe who tolerate others. Reli- 
gious worfhip is no farther ufeful or commendable than as it is 
fincere ; without fincerity, it ferves only to form hypocrites, 
the moft defpicable, and perhaps the moft worthlefs of all citi- 
zens; while, on the other hand, perfecution begets fanatics, fti 
more dangerous even than thefe. 


«¢ Every one imagines his own religion to be the beft, if not 
the only one that is agreeable to God, and ufeful to fociety, 
If, then, every one who diffents from the eftablifhed religion, 
whether Catholic or Proteftant, Turk, Jew, or Infidel, were to 
be perfecuted, he would not only perfift in his own religion, or 
in his errors, but would perfecute others as they perfecuted him. 
But would men mutually fupport and protect each other, re- 
{training thofe only who would difturb their common repofe, the 
world would be at peace ; every one, who might feek the truth 
in fincerity, would find it ; and religion would be productive of 
the moft happy effects; without giving rife to any of thofe tra- 
gedies which have proved fo bloody and fo fatal to mankind,” 


Agreeable to thefe notions of toleration and religious free- 
dom, are M. de Vattel’s fentiments of civil liberty and the 
nature of that obedience which is due to the fupreme magi- 
ftrate. There is fomething very nice and difficult, he obferves, 
in treating this fubjeét; as it behoves us, on the one fide, to 
beware of suabatibie the licentious conduct of a bad prince, 
who becomes the tyrant and oppreflor, inftead of being the fa- 
ther and protector, of his people: and, on the other hand, we 
fliould be cautious of inculcating fuch principles, as might in- 
duce the people wantonly to difobey their prince ; for it is onl 
by the prudent and perfect obedience of indiyiduals that a ftate 
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is to be governed in a proper manner for the good of the whole 
fociety. M. de Vattel is not altogether fo furious a republican 
as Mr. Roufleau of Geneva; but “feems to think, that a people 
may confer the fovereign powcr on their prince, whofe judg- 
ment and will, in fuch cafe, ought to pafs for the judgment 
and will of the whole nation ; unlefs, indeed, that judgment 
and will, manifeftly contradict the laws of Nature, and un- 
doubtedly tend to the deftru€tion of fociety. In fuch cireum- 
flances he agrees with Wolfius, fi /uperior imperat legi nature 
repugnantia, obediendum nen eff, Which propofiti ion he illuftrates 
by the following remarks. ‘* That our fuperiors are not to be 
obeyed when their commands are contradié ctory to the laws of 
nature, is undoubtedly a very juft decifion; but as this is a 
ver nice and important queftion, it deferves more particular 
explanation.. To this end it muft be obferved, that there are 
fome things unjuft and illegal in themfelves, fo contrary to all 
natural Jaw, that no circumftances whatever can make them 
lawful: there are others again, that are juft and unjuft, to be 
permitted or forbidden according to circumftances. Now, ut a 
prince fhould command us to do any thing of the former kind, 
he ought not to be obeyed, But with regard to the latter, it is 
proper r that fuch perfons as, on account of their low eftate and 
condition, are pot .called to the public councils and take no 
cognizance of what the ftate’ ought to undertake or reject ; 
thofe, in fhort, who are formed to execute and obey, ought to 
conform them{elves to the orders they receive, and to cir duty 
each in his refpective department ; fuppofing their fuperiors 
fhould lay on them no commands but what are juft. ‘Thus, 
for example, a war may be juft or unjuft, according to the mo- 
tives on which it is undertaken: but the army are not to judge 
of the neceflity or legality ‘of the war; it is their bufinefs to 
put it in execution. "The officers and foldiers ought to do their 
duty like brave men, when they are commanded on any expe- 
dition ; 5 and if their prince employs them in an unjuft war, he 
alone is guilty of the evils which are the confequence. But 
fuppofing an inhumen general fhould command his foldiers to 
ravifh all the women they met with, in facking a town, fuch 
foldiers would not be lawfully bound to obey him, becaufe 
fuch a violation is abfolutely an unjuftifiable and illegal aGion 
in itfelf. This doétrine is a fecurity to the coniciences of 
the people, and at the fame time affords the prince fufficient 
authority for the adminiftration of government.” M. de Vattel, 
however, differs from Wolfius as to the following propofition ¢ 
* Sz fuperior facere nolentem, quod lezi natural: prohibitum, vel non 
facere rec ufantem, quod eadem lege pr aeceptum, penis afficere audcat, 
‘id cum fit inter adverfa referendum, que mutari non poffunt, pa- 
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tienter ferendum.” If a {uperiour fhould take upon him to punifh 
any one for not doing what is prohibited by the law of nature, 
or for doing what is commanded by that law, fuch punifhment 
is to be born patiently, as it may be ranked among thofe mif- 
fortunes which cannot be morally or legally avoided. “¢ But 
why can it not be legally avoided? Is it becaufe we may not 
lawfully difobey our hein sake ? This is not proved to be true 
in the prefent cafe. 





‘© But of whom doth Wolfus fpeak ? Is it of a whole people 
or of individuals only ? If he pretends here, that a whole people 
have no right to refift a prince, who would punifh them for re- 
fufing to obey him in things contrary to the law of nature, he 
contradicts what he advances elfewhere, that it is legal to op- 
pofe a fuperiour, who would deprive a.people of their natural 
rights. Now it is doubtlefs one of the natural rights of a 
people, that they fhould not be thus compelled to do things con- 
trary to naturallaw. When a fuperiour, therefore, takes upon 
him to iffue fuch commands, and to punifh thofe who will not 
obey them, the people have a right both to refift and reftrain 
him. I pre indeed, that if fuch injuftice refpects only an 
individual, and that he cannot redrefs himfelf, without exciting 
a commotion dangerous to the ftate, he would aé the part_of 
a good and virtuous citizen to fit down patiently under it. But 
it is to be obferved, that the merit of fuch behaviour would be 
lefs owing to the fubmiffion he owes to an unjuft prince, than 
to what he owes to the peace of the ftate. For if he can pre- 
ferve himfelf from opprefion, without endangering the ftate, it 
would be very difficult to prove, that, in fuch a cafe, he 
would not be juftified in ftanding up in his own defence,” 


But we muft,here take leave of this ingenious and entertaining 
Cafuitt ; whofe performance we heartily recommend to all 
thofe who are pofleiled of Wolfius’s treatife, and are defirous 
of profiting by that elaborate, though, as it may be feen, ia 
fome refpects, defective work. 

Ken-h 





De Dea Libertate, ejufque cultu apud Romanos; et de Libertinorum 
Pileo differtatio. Rodulphini Venuti Cortonenfis, Reg. Acad. 

‘ Londin. Socii, et Roman. Antiquit. Przfidis. 4to. * Rome. 
1762*. Or, 


* Notwithftanding the fhort mention made of this Treatife in our 
Review for March, as one of our Affociates, then in the country, fent 
us this larger account of the ingenious Abbe’s performance, we believe 
the arti.le will not be unacceptable to our Readers. Dit 
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A Differtation on the Goddefs Liberty, and ber Worfhip among 
the Romans. 


HE learned Author of the differtation before us, will be 

thought by fome to have employed his laborious re- 
fearches, in the prefent inftance, upon a fubject of no great 
importance ; but for thofe who have a tafte for the ftudy of 
antiquities, and have entered into the fpirit of that ufeful branch 
of literature, he will be found to have provided a very agreeable 
entertainment. 


Our Author hath divided his work into twelve fhort chapters, 
under the following titles ; 1. Quid fit libertas. 2. De Dea Libertate, 
ejufque effigiein Nummis. 3. De templo et porticu libertatis. 4. De 
gure perfonarum. 5. Deingenuis et libertinis. 6. De manumiffionis 
formulis. 7. De genuina Pilei nominis explicatione. 8. De propria 
Pilei nominis definitione. 9. De vera Piles materia. ¥0. De ufi- 
tata Pilei forma. 11. De tempore geflandi Pileum. 12. De Pileo 
Libertinorum fequioris evi. 


As it will be impoffible for us to enter minutely mto each 
part of the differtation, without almoft tranfcribing the whole ; 
we fhall feleé& a few particulars, which feem to be of fome im- 
portance, and may afford the greateft entertainment to our 
Readers. ‘The following is the Author’s account of the man- 
wer in which the Goddefs Liberty hath beer reprefented in 
fome of the ancient medals, in his fecond chapter. ‘* We find, 
fays he, the head of this Goddefs, in the medals of the Ju- 
nian family, and of the Palicanians +, uncovered, with curled 
hair, as in the ftatues of Venus; with an open, comely, and 
graceful countenance, but fometimes veiled. In the medals 
ftruck by the Emperors, the Goddefs Liberty is feen fome- 
times ftanding ; at other times fitting in an ornamented chair, 
robed with the Grecian Pallium, and with ftockings * on ; ge- 


+ Palicon or Palica, an ancient city of Sicily, built by Ducetius, one 
of the princes of that ifland, and fo called from a neighbouring temple 
dedicated to the gods Palici, who were fuppofed to be twin brothers, 
‘and fons of Jupiter by the Nymph Thalia, This temple was a fecure 
afylum for all perfons who were oppreffed by a fuperior power ; efpe- 
cially for flaves, who were unjuftly abufed, or too cruelly treated by 
their mafters. Vid. Antient Univerfal Hift. vol. 7. p. 533, note L. 

* In our original it is tabulataque. Tubulatus, as ufed by Pliny, is 
fomething made hollow like a Pipe, or fluted. In Du Frefne’s gloflary 
we find this explanation of the word Tubuli, tibialia, quae Graegi recen- 
fiones rej vocant. Autor Querotii AEflum veftitis genibus, brumam nu- 
dis cruribus, in foccis hyeme, cancros in tubulis age. And again, from the 
fame writer, Occurraé non fervientibus, utaturquein AE flu tubulis angu- 
fis et noviss Du Freine’s Gloff. med. et infim. Lat. tom. 3. p. 1214. 
nerally 
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nerally holding in her right hand*the Pileus, or cap of liber- 
ty; and in the left a {pear or wand, net the emblem of fer di- 
vinity, as is common among the other deities ; but the’ward, 
particularly called the windiéta, with which the prztors or 
lictors were ufed to ftrike flaves when they were made free. 


«© In Nero’s medals the head hath this legend round it, Li- 
BERTAS. In Galba’s the legend is varied feveral ways, as 
LinertTas Pvarica, LipertaAs RESTITVTA; and in others 
LLinertas AvGvstTi, as if the artift intended to infinuate, 
that the Cafarean family being extin@ in Nero, liberty was 
then reftored to the Roman people; according to Tacitus’s ob- 
fervation after the death of Nero, /ed patres lati, ufurpata flatim 
libertate, &c. In the medals of Quintillus Czar the legend 
is Lipert. Au. within this device, a female figure wearing 2 
long robe with a long srain, holding the pileus in her rigtit 
hand, and a cornu copigé in the left, to intimate that plenty is 
the offspring of Liberty. 





“¢ Inthe medals of Geta’and Conftantine we have this legend, 
Lisertas Pvsiica; and in thofe of the latter particularly, 
there is on the reverfe a triremis, or fhip of war, over ‘which 
in front is Viétory, holding a crown of laurel with both her 
arms extended ; on the right fide of the field is B, and at the 
bottom Cons. But in the abovementioned medals of Galba 
the Emperor, is reprefented ftancing, with the toga on; a fe- 
male figure proftrate at his feet ; another with a helmet on, 
pearing a fhield in her left hand: and in another medal, a wo- 
man kneeling with a litile child in her right hand, whom fhe is 
prefenting to Galba, drefled in his royal military robes. 


“< And, laftly, in Hadrian’s medals, wigh the fame legend as 
before, the Emperor in his toga is reprefented fitting in a kind 
of temple ; and beneath ftands a female figure with two little 
images. 


«¢ But, for the moft part, Liberty is drawn with the Cap and 
Spear, as may be feen in the Medals of Nerva, Heliogabalus, 
Gallus, Caracalla, Claudius, Trajan, Vitellius, Caffius, Bru- 
tus and Lentulus, in which the Image of Liberty, or the Cap: 
of Liberty is generally found.” 


The next Chapter relates to the Temple and Portico of the 
@oddefs Liberty, concerning which our Author hath collected 
the following Circurnftances : ‘* That there was a‘ Temple 

erected to her by Publius Victor upon the Aventine Hill ; and 
in the fame Place, a Hall, called the Hall of Liberty,-of which 
there is frequent mention among the ancient "Writers. Publius: 
Clodius ere&ted a Temple to Liberty, with a Portico on the 
Palatine Hill, where Cicero’s houfe ftood, which, being built 
re near 
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near the temple of Jupiter Stator, was burnt, and pulled te 
pieces, but was rebuilt, and reftored to Cicero by order of the 
Senate ; and that the Portico and Temple went to ruin.” 


«s But the temple of Liberty upon the Aventine Hill was 
built by the money arifing from fines, with brafs columns and 
ftatues, by the father of ‘I’. Gracchus; aiid its portico erected 
and dedicated. ‘This was faid to be enlarged and repaired by 
fElius Poetus and Cornelius Cethegus: Suetonius fays it was 
repaired by that moft noble Senator Afinius Pollio, at the re- 
queft of Auguftus. ‘There are, indeed, many of the public 
buildings afcribed at the fame time to different perfons ; but the 
truth is, they are faid to be built when they were only repair- 
ed : it is probable that Afinius did only repair and beautify the 
portico; that he added a public library to it, and ornamented 
it with the ftatues and bufts of the capital Writers. 


‘¢ It is faid by Dio, that, after the war with Pompey, Cefar, 
having received the title of Jmperator from the Senate, was alfo 
called Liberator Patria, Deliverer of his Country; and that a 
temple was ordered to be erected to Liberty by a public decree ; 
but it doth not appear where it was to be built, and it is pro- 
bable the decree was never carried into execution. . Concern- 
ing the temple upon the Aventine Hill, Livy * fpeaks, Digna 
res ut fimulacrum celebrati hujus diet, quo contra Hannonem Anni- 
balis ducem, pugnavit ad Beneventum, Gracchus poftquam Romam 
rediit, pingt juberet in ade Libertatis, quam pater ejus in Aven- 
tino ex multaticia faciundum curavit, dedicavitque. 


«< The fame Hiftorian mentions the portico +, Cu/todiebantur 
obfides Tarentini in atrio Libertatis minore cura. In another 
place Livy mentions the Rolls or Regifters kept in the temple 
of Liberty. § Cenfores extemplo in atrium Libertatis afcenderunt, 
et thi fignatis tabmlis publicis, claufoque.tabulario, et dimiffis fervis 
publicis, negarunt fe quidquam publici negotii gefturos, quam judicium 
populi de fe facturum effet. There is likewife anothet paflage 
“mentioning the 4trium Livdertatis: \| Atrium Lidertatis, et villa 
publica ab tifdem cenforibus, viz. lio Pato & Corn. Cethego, re- 
feta, amplificataque. Tacitust alfo takes notice of it: Pre- 
cepturo, ut Germanicos milites e Libertatis atrio acceffirent. 


«* There is a Paflage in Cicero, which, if genuine, fuppofes 
that there was another Portico or Palace of Liberty, befides that 
upon the Aventine Hill. | 


The paffage referred to, is in one of his letters to Atticus 4: 





* Dec. iii. lib, 4. + Ibid. § Dec, v. lib. 3 
} Dec. iv. lib. 4. J Hi. lib. 1. + Epift. ad Attic. 
lib. iv. Epift. 16, 
Paulus 



































the Gaddefs Lingrty. 513 


Paulus in medio Foro Bafiicam pene texuit tifdem antiquis columnis ; 
illam autem, quam locavit, fecit magnificentiffimam. Quid quaeris ? 
nibil gratius illo monimento, nibil gloriofius. Itaque Cafarts amici, 
(me dico et Appium, difrumparis licet) in monimentum illud, quod tu 
tollere laudibus folebas, et forum laxaremus, et ufque ad atrium Li- 
bertatis, explicaremus, contempfimus fexcenties feflertiam; cum pri- 
vatis non poterat tranfigi minori pecunia. It is true, this raflage 
is fufpected by fome perfons of great name; but whether Cicero 
means enlarging the I‘orum of Cvefar as far as the portico of the 
temple of Liberty, as Manutius thinks, and with fome proba- 
bility ; or whether we leave out the word Forum, as Lambinus 
would do, (for the place is read differently) he is certainly 
{peaking of the colonade of Paulus A®milius as reaching to the 
portico of the temple of Liberty: and it is well known that 
either of thefe buildings is at a great diftance from the Aventine 
Hill. The colonade ftood in the Roman Forum, near the 
temple of Fauftina: and the Exchange, or Forum of Cefar, 
was a little farther off, behind the temple of Peace: fo that it 
feems this portico of Liberty muft have ftood not far from the 
defcent reaching to the Exquitiz near the Turris Comitum, 


In the fecond part of the Diflertation, the learned Writer 
enters very minutely into the examination of the Pileus, which 
hath always been underftood to be one of the emblems of Li- 
berty. Some extracts from his gth and roth chapters may 
perhaps be as acceptable to our readers as any others we could 
felect. 


«© When a mafter hath a mind to liberate a flave, he brings 
him to the Prtor, he takes hold of him by the head, or fome 
other part, and fays, HUNC HOMINEM LIBERUM ESSE VOLO, 
and at the fame time lets him go from hishand. ‘The Prztor, 
liying the Wand or Vindicta upon the head of the flave, pro~ 
nounces thefe words, Dico EUM LIBERUM ESSE, MORE 
Quiritum. ‘Then, turning to the Lictor, he adds, Secun- 
DUM TUAM CAUSAM, SICUTI DIXI, ECCE TIBL VINDICTA. 
Then the Lior, receiving the Vindiéta from the Prztor, 
{trikes the head, face and back of the flave with the palm of 
his hand ; when this ceremony is over, the name of the perfon 
who hath received his freedom is regiftered, and the reafon that 
induced his mafter to give him his freedom is Jikewife mention- 
ed+. After manumiffion, the perfons made free wore the Cap 
of Liberty. 


Hee mera Libertas, hoc nobis Pilea donant *. 
“© Vegetius, in his Treatifle De Re Militari, {peaking of the 


+ The different forms of manumiffion our Author had mentioned in 
a former chapter. * Perf, Sat. 5. ver. 82, : 


APPEN, Mm ¢ap 








































$44 Venuti’s Differtation on 


caps which foldiers ufed, ‘exprefleth himfelf thus: U/gue ad 
prafentem prope etatem confuetudo permanfit, ut omues milites. pilers 
ex pellibus uteruntur, quod propterea fervabatur, ne gravior galea 
homini videretur in preelio, qui geftabat femper aliquid in capite. 
Virgil likewife alludes to winter caps made of the kins of 


wolves : : 
Pars fpicula geffit 
Bina manu, fulvofque lupi ce pelle galeros, 
Tegmen habent capiti. En. |. vii. v. 688. 
All thefe caps were extremely different both in their Form and 
the materials they were made of, from the Pileus. Libertatis, 


The cap worn by perfons made free was made of wool, 
worked extremely clofe and hard together. Braunius in his 
book De Veflit. Sac. thinks it very probable, that the Pileus 
was made ex lana ccaéta, like the felts of modern times, and 
gives this reafon for it, nihil aptius fit preter ferrum ad pluviam 
arcendam. ‘The fcholiaft upon Ariftophanes fays exprefsly, 
Pileus ex lana faétus*. And Suidas in his Lexicon obferves par- 
ticularly, that thefe caps, meaning the pi/ei, were made. of 
lambs wool, and fometimes of fheeps ; but that the former was 
the material by much the moft proper for the purpofe }.” 


Several other authorities are adduced and confidered, but up- 
on the whole, the Abbe is clearly of opinion, that the Pileus 
‘as made not of any woven materials, but of white wool clofe- 
ly wrought together, much refembling the hat manufaQure of 
thefe times. 


‘© The ceremony of giving the cap of liberty feems to have 
had its firft rife among the Spartans, from whom the worfhip 
of the Goddefs Feronia, in whofe grove or temple flaves were 
generally made free, was introduced into the Roman ritual |. 


The brimmed cap was undoubtedly in ufe among the La- 
tins, as appears from Plautus, who calls it the pileus funginus, 
from its refembling the fhape of a mufhroom. Pal bic quidem, 
fays that poet, fungino genere eff, capite fe totum tegit ¢. Alluding 
to the breadth of the brim covering the whole head. But the 
Pileum is very frequently found in ancient monuments without 
any brims or flaps at all. 


Antonius Auguftinus in a difcourfe of his De Liberiate, hath 
this remarkable paflage ; Hance, fcilicet libertatem, reprafentat ma- 
trona ereéta, dextra pileum rotundum tenens, finiftra vero virgam. 
Servi autem et mancipia cum manumittentur, attendebantur, pilcoque 


* In Acarnan, ¢ Plin. Hift. Nat lib. viii, cap. 48. 

|| Vid. Serv. ad En, lib. vii. 

+ Trinum. Ac, iv. {. 2. ver. 9g. 
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capiti impofiio, vefle candida induebantur. Virga, quam finiftré ma-+ 
trona gefiat, ex forte eft, quam vindiGam nominabant, qua fervus 
percuffus non a patrone, fed a pratore, vel confule : quibus prefenti~ 
bus fervi libertate donati +. ) 

In another medal, Liberty is reprefented with the palm of 
her hand extended, as though ready to ftrike; which very well 
agrees to the forms of manumiffion ¢. In fome of the medals of 
Antoninus Heliogabalus we find a female figure holding a round 
cap in her right hand, and in her left the Carnu Amalthee, or 
Cornucopia, to intimate, that Plenty flows from Liberty. 


As to the colour of the Pileus, we have the authority of 
Diodorus Siculus, who introduces Pruj/iam Romanis occurrentem 
calvo capite, cum pileo candids, et toga, calceifque || ; which fhews 
that it was thé antient Roman cuftom, for thofé who had been 
newly made free, to be drefled all in white. Agreeable. to 
this was the practice of the antient Chriftians, who being de- 
livered from the flavery of the-devil, by the manumiffion. ef 
of baptifwy, always wore a white garment for eight days: and 
it is yenuatkable, that. the eighth day after Eafter, was called 
Dominica in albis. Hence that faying of St. Auguftine, Pa/cha- 
lis folemnitas hodierna, feflivitate concluditur, et ideo hodie Neo- 
phytorum habitas commutatur ; ita tamen, ut candor; gui de habitz 
deponitur, femper in corde teneatur §. : 





But that the Pileus was white is confirmed by many autho- 
rities: by this of Perfius, a 


Sint omnia protinus alba **, 


From this of Ovid, which relates to the fubje& ; 
Candidus in nautis turpis color. 
At in libertis nunquam deteftabilis *. 

and this of Juvenal, 353 40 
Maneant qui nigrum, ({cilicet habitum) im candida vertunt 4. 


«¢ The Pileus was different from all other caps both in shape 
and colour. The Flamen’s cap was fharp-pointed, after’ the 
form of a pyramid; but the Pileus of Liberty bore the ‘neareft 
refemblance to the cap worn by the priefts amongft the He- 
brews. This is obferved by St. Hieronymus: Quorum genus 
veftimenti eft rotundum pileorum, quale in Ulyffe piétum confpici- 
mus §Y. . i. 


@T bie Lacedemonians tertainly wore a round cap; and that 





+ Dial. de Num. p. 94. Vid. Tab. 3. & 4. of this Differt, 
+ Vid. Tab. 3. n.7 ef this Differt. | Lib. xxii. 
§ D. Auguftin ferm. de temp. 157. ** Sat. 1. ver. 110, 
* Lib. 1. Are Amand. v. 723. + Sat. ill. v. 30. 
§§ Epi. 128, ad Fabiol. it 428 | 
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they were of the fame form that Caftor and Pollux gave to 
their citizens, is put beyond all doubt, by the teftimony of 
Lycophron and Tzetzes ; nor is it neceflary to go to the Gara- 
mantes, a people of Africa, who, as Picrius Valerian fhews, made 
their caps of an oftrich’s egg, divided into two equal parts. 
Nor is this fufficient fully to determine the form of the caps 
ufed by the Lacedemonians, as they appear in medals, fince 

extus Empiricus tells us, they are fometimes drawn with ftars 
over them *: and in proof of this, there is a medal in the ca- 
binet of Chriftina, Queen of Sweden, mentioned by Ezekiel 
Spanheim ¢, in which: an Eagle is reprefented ftanding upon 
the Labyrinth of Crete (for it is a Cretan medal) with two 
Pilei, and a ftar over each of them; which that able Critic 
fhews to be the emblems of Caftor and Pollux. Spanhcim’s 
words are thefe, Gemini autem illi pilei et flella, juxta nota et fa- 
miliaria in Nummis antiquis fymbola, diofcouros innunt. 


* Sext. Emp. lib. 8. Seé&. de Diis. 
+ De Vet. Numis Differt. v. Edit. 2d. 4to. 475. ° 





Lettres Familicres et autres, de Monfieur le Baron de Bielfeld. Or, 


Familiar and other Letters, by Baron de Bielfeld. 8vo. 2 vols. 
Printed for Goffe at the Hague, 1763. 


HE reputation this noble Author hath acquired by his 

Political In/litutions*, very naturally excited our curiofity 
with regard to his epiftolary correfpondence. After a very fair 
and candid perufal, however, of the Letters before us, we muft 
confefs ourfelves to have been a little difappointed in the expec- 
tations we had formed of them. ‘The art of Letter-writing re- 
quires peculiar talents, and thofe, perhaps, not of the firft-rate : 
certain it is, that profound erudition, and depth of fcience, are 
feldom attended with that eafy turn of fentiment, and fluency 
of expreffion, which are eflential to epiftolary writing. ‘Not 
that Baron de Bielfeld appears to be a Genius of an abftrated 
caft, or to be unacquainted either with the bufinefs of life, or 
the arts of literary amufement; his Letters, which chiefly turn 
on familiar and popular topics, affording the Reader many inge- 
nious and {prightly, as well! as fenfible and inftruCtive reflections. 
If they do not contain alfo fuch a variety of incident and vi- 
vacity of narration, as the Memoirs of his friend De Pollnitz, 
fo much information as thofe of Keyfler, or fo much entertain- 
ment as the relations of fome other ‘Travellers, it is to be con- 


* See Review, Vol. XXII. page 5373 and vol. XXIII. p. 73. 
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fidered, that our Author’s {phere of action hath been more con- 
fined: notwithftanding which he gives us fome agrecable nar- 
rativés, as well as interefting anecdotes, of the principal oc- 


currences and perfonages, he met with in various parts of 
Europe. 


The firft of thefe Letters is dated fron: Hamburgh, in the. 
year 1738; from which place, and about which time, he en 
tered on the career ‘of public life; which, tho’ very fortunate 
on the whole, was attended with fo much inconvenience, that, 
after a feries of two and twenty years, we find him retired to: 
the fame city, and thence dating the Jaft Letter in this collec-! 
tion, in the year 1760. During the greater part of this inter- 
val, our ingenious Author was engaged in the fervice of his Pruf= 
fian Majefty; by whom he was occafionally employed at the 
Courts of Hanover and London; being afterwards appointed: 
Preceptorto Prince Ferdinand, the King’s brother, and invefted: 
with feveral other pofts of honour and profit at the court of 
Berlin. Our Author feems, indeed, to havelong enjoyed a confi- 
derable flare in the favour of this celebrated Monarch ; by whom 
we find him treated with the greateft complaifance and familia- 
rity, even at the beginning of his fervices, which commenced. 
before his Majefty afcended the throne. 


It isa flattering pi€ture which the Baron draws of the court of 
this Prince, then Prince Royal, as it was kept at Rheiifberg, 
during the life of his father. After having given a defcription of 
the perfons and characters of the principal pedple of both fexes, 
and particularly of the Prince and Princefs, with their ordinary 
manner of living, our Author proceeds to relate the adveriture of 
alittle courtly debauch, which,’'as it had like to have coft him 
very dear, ‘and is fomething fingular in itfelf, we fhall tranfcribe, 
for the entertaininent of our Readers. “te 


_ © Tt is thus, Madam, our days pafs away in eafe and tran+ 
quillity, occafionally heightened. by every pleadure capable of gra+ 
tifying a rational mind. _We eat like Kings, drink wine like 
the neétar of the Gods, and have the mufic of the fpheres to 
accompany our repafts; thefe, with delightful excurfions inte 
the woods and gardens, parties on the water, the cultivation of 
letters and the polite arts, all confpire to. make this enchanted 
palace a-terreftrial paradife. But as there is no perfect felicity in 
human life, the pleafures I have enjoyed at Rheinfberg, have 
been greatly allayed by the pain of a late accident, which, with 
your Lady thip’s leave, I will relate to you. But, to anticipate 
the cataftrophe, I muft acquaint you,, that you will foon fee me 
at Hamburgh, with two cuts in my forehead, a black eye, and 
2 cheek disfigured with all the colours of therainbow, All thefe 
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pretty acquifitions. 1 made at a late bacchanalian party ; on which 
you will probably fay, they are the very natural attendants. 


*¢ About a fortnight ago, the Prince Royal being in a very 
good humour at dinner, the {pirit of the company were agree- 
ably excited by his extraordinary vivacity. The Champaign 
went brifkly round, and his Highnefs feemed pleafed with his 
fuccels ; accordingly » on rifing from table, he intimated his de- 
fign of taking up the ball again in the evening, where we then 
left i it. In confequence of which, as I went out from the con- 
cert, he ordered me to go to the Princefs’s apartments, where, as 
foon as fhe had done 'play, we fhould renew the party, and keep 
it up till every man might find his way home without a candle, 
by the light of Champaign. I took this challenge in jeft; know- 

that matches of this kind feldom come to any thing when 
Hiboaied for folong beforehand. ‘The Princefs, however, gave 
me to underftand, that his Highnefs was really in earneft, and 
that I fhould be fairly caught. In effect alfo, I foon found how 
it was like to be, having hardly fat down to table, before the 
Prince put round feveral ‘toatts, which it was impoffible to think 
of refufing, ‘This fkirmifh was fucceeded by a -difcharge of 
bons mots, ‘and repartees, between the Prince and the company ; 
at which the graveft perfonages prefent could not forbear laugh~ 
ing: in fhort, our.mirth became. general; the Ladies them- 
felves partaking of it as wellas we. In about two hours, fome 
of us began to reflect, that it was impoflible to pour wine con- 
ftantly into a cafk, without letting it fometimes out. Neceffity 
had no law ;_ nor could the prefence of the Princefs Royal herfelf 
prevent us from going out to breathe a little frefh air. This, 
however, had fuch an effect cn me, that when I returned into the 
faloon, I began to find myfelf not a little difordered. I deter- 
mined, therefore, to mix with my wine a fufficient quantity of 
water; of which there had ftood a large decanter before me. 
During my abfence, however, the Princefs, who fat oppofite, 
had. artfully changed the water for a clear, tranfparent white 
Wine; fo that, having loft the diftinGtion of tafte, I poured it 
profufely into my lals, and became quite intoxicated by endea- 
vouring to drink myfelf fober. “Io compleat my downfal, the 
Prince Royal infifted on- my fitting next his Hi ighnefs, when 
taking the opportunity to fay a number of flattering things, and 
to extend my views. as far into futurity as my feeble. optics would 
Jet me, he plied me with-bumper a‘ter bumper, till I could, in- 
deed, hardly fee any thing prefent. At the fame time, the reft 
of the company were, moft of them, equally affected by the 
nectar, that flowed in fuch plenty on this occafion. One of the 
Ladies in particular, who was pregnant, found herfelf under the 
neceffity of taking an abrupt leave for a fhort interval. This 
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action was efteemed fo admirable and heroic, that all the com- 
pany joined in paying her the due compliments for it, on her re- 
turn. Never, perhaps, was woman fo much applauded for fuch 
an expedition. At length, whether by accident or defigny. the 
Princefs Royal broke a drinking glafs. ‘This fignal was enough 
for our impetuofity, and appeared. an example worthy of imita- 
tion.” In an inftant our glaffes few againft the fides of the fa- 
loon; ‘andthe china, luftres, mirrours, &c. were all broken in- 
to ten thoufand pieces : the Prince, in the midft of this gene- 
ral deftruction, calmly looking about him, and, like the man of 
fortitude in Horace, hearing the mighty crafh, and fmiling at 
the ruins. “Tumult, however, fucceeding to mirth, his High- 
nefs very prudently withdrew, and, by the afliftance of his Pages, 
reached his apartment. ‘The Princefs alfo difappeared at the fame 
moment. As to myfelf, not finding a fingle footman humane 
enough to dire&t my reeling fteps, and preferve my tottering fi- 
gure in equilibrio, I got to the edge of the great ftaircafe, and 
fairly rolled down from the top tothe bottom; where I lay fome 
time without fenfe or motion. There alfol might poffibly have 
expired, had not an old houfe-maid come by chance that way, 
and in the dark {tumbled over me ; upon which, taking me Or 
the great fhock dog of the place, fhe gave me a hearty curfe, 
and at the fame time a violent kick in the belly: but finding af- 
terwards that I was a man, and what was more, a young Courtier, 
fhe began to have fome compaffion, and calied out for affiftance ; 
‘when my fervants coming up, they carried me home to bed. A 
Surgeon was then fent for, who bled me, drefled my wounds, 
and thus brought mea little to myfelf. The next morning they 
talked of a contufion, and of a fracture, and of my fubmitting 
to the trepane: of this, however, I am quit, with only the 
apprehenfions, and a fortnight’s confinement to’my bed; dur- 
ing which time the Prince hath been fo kind as to vifit me 
every day, and to contribute every thing in his power. to my 
cure. 


‘© The next morning the whole court was in a whimfical di- 
ftrefs; neither the Prince, nor any of-his Gentlemen, could 
raife their heads off the pillow; the Princefs being obliged 
to dine alone. For my part, I fuffered very confiderably from 
‘the hurt I received; and: have had fufficient leifure to moralize 
on my adventure. At prefent, however, I adopt in part the 
Italian proverb, Paffato il pericolo, gabato il fanto, and laugh a- 
motig the reft at my own misfortune. This evening’s work 
will not be foon forgotten at Rheinfberg, where fuch bacchana- 
lian exploits are but rare. The Prince Royal is by no means a 
drinker. He facrifices as yet only to Apollo and the Mufes; 
tho’ there may come atime when he fhall erect as many altars 
to Mars,” 
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Our noble Author hath lived to fee this prediction fulfilled, 
and even to fuffer himfelf much more from the martial expedi- 


tions of the King, than from the bacchanalian exploits of the 
Prince. 


There was fomething extremely fingular, and even fayage, 
according to our Author, in the character and difpofition of the 
Jate King of Pruffia; of which he gives us fome remarkable in- 
ftances, in his extreme contempt for the fciences, and the un- 
accountable antipathies he fometimes took againft perfons and 
things, without reafon, and without meafure. It was in con- 
fequence of this extraordinary difpofition that, we are told, fo 
great a difagreement fubfifted between this Monarch and King 
George the fecond of England; that a duel was actually pro- 
jected to be fought by thefe two Princes; in imitation of the 
Emperor Charles the fifth and Francis the firft. Nay, our Au- 
thor tells us, he hath been affured, that King George had aGtu- 
ally made choice of Brigadier Sutton for his Second ;. and the 
King of Pruffia of Colonel Derfchau: that the rendezvous was 
to be in the county of Hildefheim ; his Britannic Majefty being 
then at Hanover, and his Pruffian Majefty at Saltzdahl. near 
Brunfwick. It was here Baron de Borck, who had. been the 
Pruffian Minifter at London, but was difgracefully fent home 
by the Englifh court, found his Mafter at his arrival, in fo vio- 
Jent a rage, that he did not think proper direétly to oppofe his 
fcheme ;. but pretended to approve the defign of the duel, offer- 
ing himfelf to carry the challenge. On entering the King's 
apartment, however, about an hour afterwards, he took the 
Jiberty to addrefs his Majefty in the following terms. 


“¢ T muft acknowlege, Sire, if I may be permitted to fay fo 
much, as from a Gentleman to a Gentleman, that your quarrel 
with the King of England can by no means be decided without 
aduel; but your Majefty would do well to confider, that you 
are but juft Fcowened of a very dangerous illnefs, that you are 
ftill extremely weak : now, if by any accident your Majefty fhould 
have'a relapfe of your diforder the night before the combat, or be 
taken ill again juft at the time of action, what might not the 
world fay ? and what a fubje@ of triumph would that be to the 
King of England? How may not fuch an accident be mifre- 
prefented? and what odious reflections may, from fuch a cir- 
cumftance, be caft on your courage? Your Majefty certainly will 
think it prudent, therefore, to defer this encounter at leaft for a 
fortnight, or till fuch time as you have better recovered your 
health,” The King, it is faid, being prevailed on, tho’ with 
dificity, by thefe reafons, did not fend the challenge; by 
which delay the Minifters on both fides gained time, the — 
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fity of both parties fubfided, and the year after their differences 
were adjufted, A 


Of the great contempt in which this Prince held the fciences, 
our Author gives us an inftance or two, in the .negle&y ‘or ra- 
ther the infults he ufed to put on the Philofophical Society, jn- 
ftituted by Frederic the firft: of the rife, decay, and reftoration 
of which our Author gives us a concife relation. The°Royal 
Acadenty of Sciences at Berlin, was founded and endowed by 
Frederic the firft; the celebrated Leibnitz, one of the greatett 
geniufes that ever exifted, forming the plan, and laying down 
the ftatutes. Accordingly he was appointed Prefident,;. ‘which 
office he bore till his deceafe. Among other emoluments which 
Mr. Leibnitz procured for this fociety, was. an aétual privilege 
of compofing and vending almanacks throughout the’ ftates“of 
his Pruffian Majefty: from which article alone was raifed' fo 
confiderable a fund, as not only to defray thesoccafional expences 
of the fociety, but to pay to the principal Members, refiding at 
Berlin, very honourable penfions. By degrees the academy ac- 
quired a very fine library, and cabinet of natural curiofities; in 
the mean time the King, at his own expence, ereéting forthem, 
an aftronomical Obfervatory, and other buildings neceflary to 
their inftitution. At the inftance of Mr. Leibnitz, am aftrono- 
mical theatre was annexed alfo to the academy: that great man 
feeming, in this ftep, to be endowed with the gift of. prophecy; 
this expenfive appendage alone preferving the inftitution from 
being totally diffolved in the fucceeding reign, . Till the death 
of Frederic the firft, the Memoirs of this fociety ufed to be re- 
gularly publifhed under the title of Mdi/cellanea pa : but 
when his fucceflor came to the throne, things took a different 
turn, Almoff all the revenues of the ftate were employed. in 
military affairs: this Monarch having a paffion for the profeffion 
of arms, and as great acontempt for letters. Add to this, that 
he entertained befide a fixed averfion to moft of the eftablifh- 
ments of his father. ‘The funds of the fociety were not, in- 
deed, entirely applied to purpofes foreign to their original infti- 
tution, becaufe this military Prince conceived the anatomical 
theatre indifpenfibly neceflary to the Surgeons of his army. The 
literary fociety, however, fubfifted only by favour of anatomy ; 
his Majefty fettling penfions on his buffoons, to be paid out of 
the funds of the academy; one of them obtaining, at the fame 
time, the title of Vice-prefident. © 7 


It is not to be wondered at, that fuch inftances of ne- 
gle& and contempt fhould abate the zeal of the feveral Members 
for the advancement of letters, or that learned foreigners fhould 
exprefs no inclination to obtain places in a fociety whofe Pro- 
tector turned it inte ridicule. Hence itg tranfactions appeared 
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but feldom, and irregularly; the labours of the Mufes degene- 


rating into the fports and folly of buffoonery. ‘Thus the King 


: ed nothing to its confideration, except now and’ then a 
subject of pleafantry ; which the Members of this learned body 


generally replied to in as frivolous a ftrain. Among other things . 


of..this kind, his Majefty required of them, ‘‘ to explain the 
phyfical caufe why two glafles filled with champaign, and ftruck 
ove again{t another, do not yield fo fhrill and clear a found as 
when they are filled with any other wine; their collifion yield- 
ing always, in this cafe, a very dull and heavy tone ?” The Aca- 
deimicians anfwered, that not being accuftomed to drink cham- 
paign, it was neceflary for them to make experiments to afcertain 
she fact. In confequence of this reply, the King fent them a dozen 
‘botties;, to convince them of the reality of the phenomenon. 
Fhe philofophers-drank the wine, but neither confirmed the 
fact, nor folved the problem. In this ftate of indolence and‘de- 
clination. the academy continued till the year 1740, when his 
prefent Majefty afcended the throne: who, being the pupil and 
favourite of the Mufes, it was very natural for him to become 
their protector. This he became effeQually, by new modelling 
the fociety, inviting a number of the firft men in Europe to his 
court, and eftablifhing the academy on its prefent. refpectable 
footing. 

*"\-Wethave feveral letters in this collection dated from London, 
in ‘the'years 1741 and 1742; giving an account of the man- 
hers and cuftoms of the Englifh. They are too trite and 
infignificant, however, to deferve particular attention. In- 
deed, the'greatef{t merit of thefe Letters, confifts in the portraits 
which they prefent, of the character and manners of his prefent 
Majefty of Pruffia, and his royal brothers ; which, ‘tho’ a little 
heightened by the flattering pencil of the Courtier, for which 
circumftanee the Reader muft make a proper allowance, are as 
fratural as they feem juft and faithful to the originals, 


Of our Author’s talents for the familiar ftrain of epiftolary 
writing, we fhall give a fhort {pecimen in the following letter to 
his tifter, on his marriage. 


To my Sifter, De Brombfen, at Lubeck. 
Potfdam, July 1, 1748. 
ot W ELL, my dear fifter, I am at laft married, as well as 
you. Nor could you yourfelf be more canonically 
wedded, tho’ to one of the greater Canons of the imperial chap- 
ter of Lubeck. Iam, indeed,-an hufband, a very hufband, tho’ 
not in the manner of George Dandin, I thank heaven, as yet. 
J ftayed three wecks after the confummation of my nuptials at 


Halle, 
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Halle, in order to compleat my recovery from the dangerous ill-’ 
nefs which attacked me at Leipfig. I was even obliged to ‘be- 
have tomy wife, for fome time after our marriage, as the righte- 


ous ought to do with regard to the good things of this world ; 


that is to fay, as if they hadthem not in poffeffion. Atlength, 
however, wearrived fafely at Berlin, w'.ere left my fpoufe, in 
very handfome apartments that had been provided for us, and 
in, the company of two Ladies, who lodge in thedame héufe, 
and are much my friends. For my own part, I was under the 
neceflity of returning to Potfdam, to pay my duty. to his Ma- 
jefty; who received me with his ufual marks of goodnefs, and 
loaded me with favours. I have the honour to dine and fup 
with him every day, at Sans-fouci, and underftand that I am to, 
accompany him in.his excurfions during the fummer. By thefe 
means, you fee, my dear fifter, that I am not engaged in‘a dull, 
fcene of matrimonial uniformity ; which is frequently the cafe 
when two people live conftantly together, like two turfles in a 
cage. On the contrary, every fhort interval of abferice will give. 
my wife the charms of novelty, while being compelled. to huf- 
band our pleafures. with oeconomy, they ftand’ the chance 
of lafting the longer.. Toward autumn, however, I pro- 
pofe to {pend fome weeks at Berlin, in order to take pofleffion 
of amagnificent hotel which I have lately purchafed...: )1t is fitu- 


ated in that ‘noble ftreet called the Wilhelms-Strafze,:and hath 


hitherto been occupied by his Excellency Count Keyferlink,: the 
Ruffian Minifter. It isia noble building, almoft new, hath two 
large wings, and a pavilion at theend of each; with four court- 
yards, ftabling for twenty horfes, coach-houfes, &c. The apart- 
ments, to the number of forty, are, fpacious, regular, and con~ 
venient. It hath alfo an extenfive garden, walled round, but 
not yet planted; tho’ the labourers’ are employed ‘in Jevelli 
and improving the ground. In the mean time, I amufe myfelf 
with fketching out a defien, which I hope to fee put into execu- 
tion about the month of October next. 


«¢ Excufe me, dear fifter, for entertaining you with topics of 
fo trifling and domeftic anature: but, as Iam fenfible how much 
you intereft yourfelf in every thing that concerneth your brother, 
I flatter myfelf that the minuteft circumftances which contribute 
to my eafe or fatisfaction, cannot be difagreeable to you. Ano- 
ther time I will endeavour to entertain you with matters of greater 
importance.” Matters of greater importance alfo, oblige 


us here to difmifs thefe Letters. | 
K-n-k 


The, & tke peciatideys : 
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Confiderations fur les Corps organifes, Ox l'on Traite de leur Origine, 
~ de leur Développement, de leur Reproduction, Se. & ou Pin a 
raffmblé en Abrégé tout ce que Hificire Naturelle offre de plus 
certain et de plus intereffant fur ce Sujet. Par C. Bonnet, des 
Academies d’Angleterre, de Suede, de I’Inftitut de Bologne, 
Correfpondant de ]’Acad. Royale des Sciences, &c. That is, 


ConfidJerations on organifed Bodies, their Origin, Develope- 
ment, Reproduétion, &c. Including an Abftract of the moft 
certain and interefting Difcoveries in this Branch of Natural 
Hiftory. 8vo. 2 vols.’ Printed for Rey at Amfterdam, 1762. 


F all the. various arcana of nature, none appear to 
be fo. far removed from the inquifitive and prying eyes 
of curious mortals, as the generation and propagation of ani- 
mals and vegetables. ‘The modification of organifed bodies is fo 
extremely complicated, and the affiftance which anatomical ex- 
periments afford us, fo little, that many ages may probably yet 
elapfe ere we are enabled to form any rational theory of genera- 
tion. Some ingenious hypothefes, indeed, relating to the animal 
fyftem, have beenlately ftarted byMr. Maupertuis, Mr. de Buffon, 
and others ; they are all, however, equally liable to fo many ob- 
jections, that we do not find either of them ‘give the general 
fatisfaftion required. It appears to us that our Phyfiologifts 
all want a leading clue to direét them through the labyrinth, in 
which they are involved by a multiplicity of myfterious facts. 
Our: fenfes are liable to deception. as well as-our-imagination ; 
and it requires the greateft precifion both of fenfibility and under- 
ftanding; to profit by phyfical-experiments. At prefent almoft 
every different phenomenon appears to be confidered as a diftiné 
myftery ; whereas nothing is more probable than that the know- 
lege of a few leading characters, might enable us to decypher 
many pages in the book of Nature, which are‘now totally unin- 
telligible. ‘The misfortune is, that moft of our natural philofo- 
phers. begin at the wrong end of their ftudies; catching the 
eel of Science by the tail, as the Satyrift exprefles it; fo that it is 
no wonder if it flips through the fingers. Thus inftead of in- 
veftigating the nature of the fimpleft bodies, fuch as the modi- 
fication and cohefion of the parts of foffile fubftances, and thence 
rifing by degrees to the more compound bodies of the vegetable 
and animal kingdom, they boldly fet out with the nature and 
properties of the human foul*; defcending from the height of 
imaginary fciencg where they meet with no obftructions, to 
et ef-- J 4 , 
* Thus our ingenious Author publifhed fome time ago his A4naly/is of 
the Faculties of the Scul, See Review, Vol. XXVIL. p 503. 
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founder at laft amidft the fimpleft doubts and difficulties of real 
knowlege. 


Philofophy, fays Mr. Bonnet, having difcovered the impofi- 
bility of her giving a mechanical explication of the formation 
of organifed bodies, hath very luckily imagined that they mutt 
have originally exifted in miniature under the form of germes or 
crganical corpufiles. But may we not afk our Author, by what 
means, and when, philofophy made the difcovery of this impof- 
fibility ? Is the fcience of mechanics earried to its greateft per- 
fection? Or, are even its phyfical principles fo muchas known ? 
Who then can take upon them to say, there is a fingle pheno- 
menon in nature, that will not admit of a mechanical expli- 
cation’ ‘To this we may add, that philofophy hath no bufinefs 
to form conjectures, which ferve only to remove a difficulty a 
degree or two back, without obviating it. It is no difgrace to 
philofophy, to leave things unexplained, which it has not had 
the means or the time to inveftigate ; but it is highly unphilofo- 
phical for men to fupply the want of experiment by conjecture, 
and fub{titute the vagaries of the imagination for the truths of 
fcience. When Phyfiologifts have once explained the caufes of 
attraction, of cohefion, of the wis inertia of foffile bodies, and 
have given a rationale of the laws of motion; it will then be 
time enough for them to take upon them to fay, whether the 
formation of organized bodies may, or may not be mechanically 
explained. 


But though we hold the feveral fyftems of generation men- 
tioned by our Author, to be in a great degree vifionary, as we 
do all immechani¢al theories in phy fics; yet we cannot deny 
him the commendations, which are juftly due to his induftry and 
ingenuity ; in collecting, and comparing together, the very beft 
of thofe obfervations, both theoretical and experimental, which 
have been made on this nice and perplexing fubject. Hence, 
though we cannot recommend this performance as a treatife of 
philofophy, we efteem it as an excellent and interefting production 
in natural hiftory. We fhall juft give our Readers, therefore, a 
general {ketch of its contents. 


In the firft eight chapters, which, we are told, are juvenile: 


productions, and are extracted from a larger work, our Author 
treats of the pre-exiftence of the germes of organifed bodies, 
their growth and nutrition; remarking particularly on the 
generation of monfters, and the multiplication of the polypus 
and other infects. He confiders next the microfcopical obfer- 
vations that have been made on the /emen mafculinum of feveral 


animals, and analizes Mr. Buffon’s new fyftem of organical mo- 
leculz. 


In chapter the winth, he recapitulates the difcoveries of Mr. 
Haller, 
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Haller, on the formation of chickens in the egg: deducing fuch 
confequences from them as ferve to confirm his own theory, and 
comparing them with the experiments of Harvey; as made ufe 
of by Mr. Maupertuis, in his Venus Phy/ique. 


Chapter the tenth contains remarks on the metamorphofes of 
infects, and the mechanifm of their growth. 


In the eleventh, he fhews that the obfervation made on the 
formation of chickens effectually deftroys the above-mentioned 
fyftem of organical elements. ) 

In the twelfth chapter, we have feveral reflections on the dif- 
covery of the Polypus, with obfervations on the fcale of Beings : 
together with an account of fome uncommon facts relating to 
vegetables, and the analogy between trees and the bones of 
animals. 


In this part of the work, our Author makes two quotations, 
from Mr. Formey and Profeflor Koenig; the one tending to 
fhew, that the propagation of infects by dividing them, was 
known .to St. Auguftin, and even fo long ago as the times 
of Ariftotle; the other intimating that the difcovery of the 
Polypus was foretola by Leibnitz, as a neceffary link in the 


chain uniting the animal and vegetable creation. 


In the fecond volume, the Author goes on to particularife feve- 
ral extraordinary facts, regarding the propagation of infects, by 
flips and grafts ; making his obfervations on the reprodu@ion of 
earth-worms, water-infects, and on the regeneration of the 
claws of Lobfters. In the third chapter of this volume, he goes 
out of his way, as a naturalift, to enter into a metaphyfical dif- 
cuffion about the feat of the foul, in the Polypus, and of the di- 
vifion of it, by longitudinally dividing the head. The perfonality, 
ot the A4/, as the French call it, is attached, according to Mr. 
Bonnet, to the head of this ftrange Being: but we fhould have 
imagined that the Author of the Effai Analytique fur le Facultés 
de! dme, might have reafoned more accurately on fuch a fub- 
ject. ** The difcovery, fays he, of the origin of the Nerves, 
hath given us fufficient reafon for placing the feat of the foul 
tn the brain. It is not neceflary to fay it refides there in the 
manner of a body ; as it is not a body ; but it is prefent there 
in the manner of a fimple fubftance. If I am afked to define 
that prefence ; I profefs myfelf to be totally ignorant of the in- 
ternal nature of the foul, that I know little of it, and that only 
from fome of its faculties.” Now, might we not afk Mr. Bonnet 
here, whether he is certain that the Polypus hath a nervous 
fyftem and a brain? and, fuppofing he is, what can he mean 
by a thing refiding in the brain, yet not as a body, but.a fimple 
fubitance? It is prefent, and yet he does not know what that 
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prefenceis. Howthen.does he know it is prefent? By its facul- 
ties, fayshe. But why may not thefe faculties belong to the very 
brain he is fpeaking of ?.. Why mutt he feek an imaginary fub- 
ftratum, when there is a real one? Oh! but, fays he, thefe 
faculties cannot be the mechanical effect of the modification of 
the animal. Why not? Mr. Bonnet. That is what remains 
to be proved. As a naturalift, you had noching more to do than 
to attend to the motions and other phenomena of this infe¢t; 
and if you could not account for them, to leave that tafk for 
others ; but, to furnifh it, with a foul, exitting and refiding.you 
know not how, is all metaphyfical trumpery. But to follow 
our Author a little farther. ‘** 1 fuppofe, therefore, that a foul 
exifts in the head of a Polypus ; and that this foul hath fenfa- 
tions which it derives from the organs, with which the infeé is 
furnifhed. I conceive farther that it hath a fentimen‘ of the 
prefence of thefe fenfations ; for a foul cannot have any fenfa- 
tion, without perceiving at the fame time that it hath fuch fen- 
fation. Not that I pretend to fay what this fentiment is ; be- 
caufe my foul is not fo made as to feel in the fame manner as 
that of the Polypus : but I can eafily fee, that it is not precifely 
the fame thing’as we call confcioufnefs : Confeioufnefs fuppoi- 
ing always fome degree of reflection; and we do not attribute 
refle€tion to an. infe&t.” And yet, we think, he might full as 
well impute refleGtion to this infect as furnifh it with a foul ; 
unlefs he will agree to give a foul to every tree and plant like- 
wife. For according to his own {cale, it is next to impoffible to 
diftinguifh between the vegetable that has no foul, and the Po- 
lype that hath one; or between the infect that cannot reflect and 
the animal that can. In fhort, the perfonality even of an human 
Being is a point too difputable for us, to think of fettling that 
of a Polypus. : 


In the Phighis and fifth chapters, Mr. Bonnet confiders the 
vatt diverfity obfervable in the fructification and generation of 
plants and animals; and in the fixth, makes feveral objections 
to the conclufions drawn from the microfcopical difcoverics of 
Mr. Needham. The /eventh and eighth, which conclude the 
work, contain farther confiderations on the fecundity and gene- 
ration of animals, with fome farther ftriCtures on the formation 
and propagation of monfters. 


On the whole, the curious Naturalift will find ample matter 
for inftruction and entertainment, in this performance; almoft 
every thing that hath been advanced by the beft Writers being 
collected and digefted in fuch a manner as to elucidate the fub- 
ject in queftion, He will do well, however, to be cautious 
of being mifled, by the inferences fometimes drawn from con- 
firmed tacts; and above all not to look upon didiculties as re- 
3 moved, 























































- eG me 





528 The Hiflory of the Age of Alexander. 


moved, where only one unintelligible term is fubftituted for ano- 
ther. Thus, our Author tell us, after his favourite phyfiologift, 
thecelebrated Haller, that ‘* the phyfical caufe of the motion of 
the heart is its irritability ;” and that ‘“ the feminal fluid is a fort 
of ftimulant, which irritates the heart of the embrio, and im- 
preffes on it a degree of force, which it could no otherwife re- 
ceive.” But what do we learn by all this? while the mode of 
irritability, and the action of the ftimulus, are unknown, we 
are as much in the dark as ever. For, after all, there can be 
no fatisfa€tory explication of any phenomenon in nature, that is 


not mechanically deduced from known and intelligible phyfical 
principles. 


However plaufible and ingenious, therefore, may be the hy- — 


pothefes of Phyfiologifts in regard to the myftery of generation, 
they are at belt but mere hypothefes: a number of interefting 
difcoveries remaining firft to be made, ere that important fecret 
is drawn from the bofom of Nature. 





Hiftoire du Siecle d’ Alexandre, avec quelques Refiexions fur ceux 
qui 1” ont precedé.. 12mo, <Amfterdam, 1762. Or, 


The Hiftory of the Age of Alexander, with fome Reflections 


on the preceding Ages. 


T is difficult to fay whether Truth fuffers moft from our 
paffion for novelty, or from our prejudices in favour of an- 
tiquity; certain it is, that an Hiftorian runs fome danger from 
both. A fondnefs for fingularity may lead him into real, as well 
as apparent, paradoxes; and an implicit regard to authority, 
may betray him into the propagation of palpable falfchoods. 


There is fomething, however, fo becoming a man of genius, © 


in his daring to think for himfe}f, that we cannot help applaud- 
ing the Writer, who lays claim to this privilege, however mif- 
taken he may fometimes happen to be, in deviating from the 
beaten track of his predeceflors. It is in this point of view, 
we look upon the ingenious and fprightly Author of the prefent 
Hiftory ; ‘whofe youth might, neverthelefs, be held a fufficient 
plea againft much greater objections, than any of thofe which 


we could be induced to make againft the firft eflay of fo agree-- 
able and entertaining a Writer. 


In his Introduction, he fets out with obferving the too high 
‘ efteem in which the memory of Conquerors is held, in general ; 
an obfervation which, if not altogether new, is an inftance, a- 
mong many others, of this Writer’s juft eftimation of human 
actions and opinions. ** If mankind, fays he, were without 
prejudices, 
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prejudices, they would be able to form a much better notion of 
the eulogiums which the world beftows on its Conquerors, They 
would difcover in them nothing, but’ the feduttive language of 
weaknefs, fecking to difarm Cruelty. They would annex’ no 
idca of glory to that title, which fome Kings unhappily conceive 
to be effential to their greatnefs. Hiftory would avenge man- 
kind alittle on their Heroes: it would make no great difference 
between them and thofe moniters denominated Tyrants, who 
are juftly Become the objeéts of horror and contempt to’ pofte- 
rity. This way of thinking would be agreeable alfo both to 
nature and reafon: for, [ believe, there never wasa Tyrant on 
earth, whofe vicious caprices were more fatal to humanity than 
the military valour of an Alexander or a Cxfar. ‘The determi- 
nate and tranquil cruelty of a Tiberius, a Nero, and a Domi- 
tian, deprived Rome only of a few citizens, in a great number 
of years; whereas a fingle battle, like that of Arbella and 
Pharfalia, coft the world many thoufands of men, and depopu- 
lated whole countries. 


‘<¢ Some Hiftorians have Javifhed encomiums on Czefar, for 
having deftroyed a million of human Beings, in his battles. 
But if it be really true, that he did fo, never had mankind fo 
mercileféan enemy. Caligula, Commodus, and Heliogabulus, 
were, in the comparifon, fo many prodigies of clemency 
and gooanefs. Again, if reafon judges fo fevercly of Cefar, 
the leaft crucl of all Conquerors, what will it fay of thofe He- 
roes who are celebrated only by the evils they have occafioned, 
and whofe glory is founded folely on the deftruction of man- 
kind? Ang yet, {trange as it is, we take a delight, in gene- 
ral, to read their hiftory ; and we hear the relation of their exploits 
without horror. We are accuftomed, from our education, not 
to look upon Generals, as refponfible for the deftruction of thoic 
who are killed in battle. As we do not fee them diftinctly a 
faffinate the unhappy victims who fall a facrifice to their orders ; 
and as they themfelves run fome rifque, and are expoied to the 
fame dangers as their enemics, we are eafily induced to forgive 
them the murders which they feem to commit in their own de- 
fence: whereas we are moved with indignation at the cowar- 
dice,of thofe princely ruffians who repofe fecurely in their pa- 
laces, and without hazard to themfelves, iffue their cruel com- 
mands, It is very probable, therefore, that Conquerors will 
always be invefted with popular reputation ; for, while they are, 
diftinguifhed by great and heroic qualities, the {plendour of them 
will prevent either their contemporaries or pofterity, from open- 
ing their eyes to the defolation they occafion.” 


Deftructive alfo as Wars and Warriors have actually proved 
to mankind, our fenfible Hiforian is nct inattentive to the come 
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penfation that frequently attends their greateft excefles; politi- 
cal, like phyficai evils, either working their own cure, or being 
produétive of fome equivalent good. “Thus, “ It muft be con- 
feffed, continues he, that the great exploits of victorious Gene- 
rals, dreadful and fanguinary as they are in themfelves, are of- 
ten productive of advantageous revolutions in fociety. ‘The tu- 
mult of war awakens the fluggard fpirits that have heen plunged 
in indolence, by too long a peace; the communication = 
mixture of difference nations, render both more refined and i 
duftric US 5 the opulence of the Conquerors clevates their Beds. 
and excites them to gratify new wants, end {trike out new re- 
fources: one or the other of thefe is generally the confequence ; 
at leaft this is errors that there never appears fo many great 
men of every kind, as immediately after thofe violent crifes, 
which difturb or prove the deftru€tion of empires. It feems as 
if the arts and fciences were a compenfation for the evils of war, 
afalutary remedy which nature provides again{t depopulation, 
Thefe are the flowers of the ipring that fucceed to the icicles of 
winter. ‘Thefe were the confolation of Rome; under Auguilus, 
for all the horrors of civil war and profcription. ‘Tchefe obli- 
terated in France the fury of the League, and repaired the dif- 
orders it occafioned. It was the cultivation of the arts and {ci- 
ences which calmed the fermentation that brought a King of 
England to the fcaffold; and this it is which preferves that tur- 
bulent ifland in repofe to this day. It is thefe that dry up the 
tears of humanity, and heal the wounds which are caufed by fa- 
naticifm and ambition.” 


“¢ It is in this point of view, proceeds our Author, that I regard 
the age of Alexander. His very name {till excites our admira- 
tion, “and is hardly to be pronounced without refpe&. Princes 
efteem it an honour to be compared to him; and this honour is 
often the greateft recompence to thole ambitious minds, whofe 
higheft glory is to deftroy their fellow-creatures. T hefe do not 
refle&t, however, that had Alexander contented himfelf with 
the mere deflruCiion of the human fpecies; if he had not com- 
penfated, by actions truly Jaudable, for the mifchiefs of that 
fanguinary heroifm which laid fo many provinces wafte; his 
name had never merited a greater eulogium than thofe of a Ta- 
merlane and an Attila. He would have merited only, that his 
reign fhould-have been remembered, as acalamity which chang- 
ed the face of thirgs for a time, over a confiderable part of the 
earth. Happily, however, fuch is not the idea we fhould en- 
tertain of that memorable zra; which we regard as a fixed 
point in the ftudy of antiquity, whereat we fhould begin to trace 
the progrefs of the human mind.” 


Our young Hiftorian explains himfelf particularly on f 
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head; after which he goes on to obferve, that it may with fome 
appearance of juftice be objected againft him, that, in a work 
entitled, the Ageof Alexander, he thould treat of fo many fub- 


jects foreign to the perfon of his Hero: for inftance, in the ar- 


ticles of the Arts and Philofophy, it does not appear what par- 
ticular fhare Alexander had in their progrefs; that progrefs itfelr 
alfo, with the great men that promoted it, in a great mealure, 
preceded his reign. He defires his Readers, however, to reflect, 
that in writing of the Age of Alexander, it is lefs the hiftory of 
that Hero him(felf than of the men of his time, that he propofes 
to write. ‘** The Author of the Age of Lewis the fourteenth, 
indeed, might apply almoft every thing in his work to that Mo- 
narch, becaufe he was actually concerned in all the confiderable 
tranfactions of histime. The form of his government exacted 
fuch dependence. In an abfolute monarchy, the Sovereign him- 
felf is the only object of confideration ; he alone being poffefied 
of the power to excite men to the execution of great defigns, 
and reaping the honour of every thing that is executed under 
his protection. In the prefent cafe, it is different. Alexander 
was only refpectable as a Chief among the Greeks, who had 
made him their choice: and tho’ the fuccefs of his arms render- 
ed him defpotic in Afia, he was obliged to behave with caution 
to the Europeans who had been his companions in his victories. 
Thefe people, already civilized, had brought almoft all the arts 
to the utmoft perfection of which they were thencapable; and 
were enjoying the fruits of their labour, when Alexander ap- 
peared. Greece had poflefled for near fixty years before, anum- 
ber of great men, who did honour to the ir country; fo that 
this illuitrious age might be eafily diftinguifhed by other names : 
but that of Alexander having fince eclipfed all thofe which pre- 
ceded him, his conquefts and tafte for the arts, having made 
even the barbarous nations of Afia partakers in the fciences of 
Greece, the honour of this revolution is thought particularly 
due to him.” 


In the commencement of the hiftory itfelf, our ingenious Au- 
thor, determined to go far enough back, fets out nearly with the 
beginning of the world, at leaft as early as the Writers of pro 
phane hiftory will permit him: for, as to the facred Hiftorians, 
he feems to lay no great ftrefs on their authority; thejr rela- 
tions being, according to him, too vague and indeterminate to 
fatisfy our curiofity as to facts of this nature. When Mofes, 
fays he, gives an account of the difperfion of the fons of men 
over the face of the earth, he fays only, that fome eftablifhed 
themfelves in the eaft, and others i in the ‘welt ; but the weft and 
eaft might both be contained within a mederate extent. It is 
not to be fuppofed, that the grand-children of Noah quitted their 
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family and country to difpofels the bears of the frozen hills of 
Norway; or, that a people accuft@gied to the mild and fertile 
climate of Afia, fhould determine ail at once, to betake them- 
felves to Lapland, to live upon fmoaked porpoife and whales- 


ficfh. 


Our Author goes on to defcribe the manner in which he con- 
ceives the globe to have been at firft peop'ed; which is inventi- 
ous and plaufible. He confiders next the hiftory ; Levpt, 
Perfia, Carthage, and of Greece in general; {:inging down 
that of each to the time of Alexander. Het ireats paruet- 
larly of the fituation of Sparta, Athens, “Lhebes, Jiacedon, 


and the reft of Greece; after which he enters on the reicn of 
Alexander, But as the military exploits of this Hero are fo 
univerfally known, we fhall not detain our Readers with quota- 
tions from this part of the work. We cannot omit our Author’s 
apology, however, for that ftrange perverfion of manners which; 
his Hero fell into on his uncommon fuccefs in Perfia. The 
death of Darius, itis faid, was the fatal epoch at which the vir- 
tues of Alexander vanifhed d. Before this time, he had been fo- 
ber, temperate, an enemy to inordinate pleafures; but now 
became at once, an epicure, a lover of women, andof all kinds 
of debauchery. He had lived before in all the fimplicity of his 
own country, which he now exchanged for the luxury and fplen- 
dour of the Perfians. He per rmitted, na ry even required, thofe 
who approached him, to proftrate themfelves after the manner 
obferved totheir Kings. He wore the drefs of the country, and 
obliged his Courtiers to do the fame: and, in fine, married 
the daughter of a Perfian Nobleman, as if he intended thereby 
to fubmit the bloed of the victors to that of the vanquithed. 
‘Thofe who have io freely cenfured this. Monarch, however, for 
fome of the latter articles, have not refiected, PaCnaps fuffici- 
ently on his fituation. He found himfelf the fale Mafter of ex- 


tenlive and populous States, which contained more towns than he: 


was poflefled of foldicrs. To reftrain and govern them by force, 
therefore, was impoflible. “Thirty thoufand Macedonians might, 
in a day jf action, geet attack, and put to flight a more nu- 
merous army of ill. -dife iplined and “ill. comman: ded J Perfians; but 
fuch a body of troops, when difperfed over fo large a country,, 
were, by no means, able to fecure ir. To conceal his weak- 
nefs, therefore, he was obliged to affume the exterior appear- 
ance of the people he had fi bdued : for, by keeping up among 
them that of different cuftoms, he would have cherifhed a lat. 
ing motive for their hatred, and a perpetual monument of their 
flavery ; conftantly exciting them to efforts of rebellion. All 
Conquerors, defirous of lecuring the fruits of their vitories, 
have found thenfelves redueed to make ufe of the like expedi- 
ents 5 
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ents; as was the cafe withthe Lombards in Italy, the Goths in 
Spain, and the Tartars in China: all of them being either ob- 
liged to adopt the cuftoms of the vanquifhed, or to compel. the 
vanquifhed to adopt theirs, ‘lhe Turks are the only people in 
the world whofe religion, manners, laws, and habits are differ- 
ent to thofe of the natives they fubdued: at the faine time, 
however, we know what the Turkith government is; that it is 
founded entirely on the flavifh principle of fear. The union of 
its provinces ts cemented with blood; the ‘Turkith method of 
preventing revolts, being to depopulate the country ; and of fe- 
curing the pofleffion of anempire, by making itadefert. Alex- 
ander was of a different way of thinking ; and, therefore, was 
obliged to make ule of different means. It was, in all probabi- 
lity, out of political complaifance, that he feemed fond of drink- 
ing, to which he had never been accuftomed. Drunkennedls 
was not thought fcandalous ameng the Perfians: on the con- 
trary, it was held in fome degree honourable; a capacity to bear 
a good deal of wine, being louked upon as one of the neceflary 
qualifications of a gicat Prince, This prejudice does no honour 
to their fobriety, if you pleafe ; but this virtue was not confidered 
by thofe peopte at that time, in the manner it is by us at prefent. 
Even our own anceftors were long, in this refpect, of the fame 
opinion as the ancient Perfians. It ufed to be held formerly a 
great merit in France, to carry off a good quantity of wine. 
In Switzerland alfo, and in moft parts of Germany, even to this 
day, a man is held in fome contempt who cannot take off the 
toafts which are given him 5 it being held the greateft piece of 
unpolitenefs to refufe one’s glafs; and almoft as feandaleus not 
to accept .of a bottle, as to run away from theenemy. And 
yet the Swifs and Germans are not the fefs refpectable; fuch 
cuftoms, tho’ no longer ours, do not prevent our holding thofe 
nations in eftcem. In hke manner, Alexander might con- 
form, to this and other cuftoms of the Perfians, wi:hout de- 
bafing his character. {t is farther very poffible, that alcho’ he 
at firft took to drinking from political motives, he might after- 
Ww wens ceive himfeif upto it from inchnation; nor doth even this 
circumftance, in general, detract from his chara€ter: but when, 
in the moments of intoxication, he aflaffinated one of his beft 
Officers, and dvel thetable with the blood of a faithful fervant, 
who had faved his life; in this he mu& be held totally inexcuf- 
able. iris true, the peculiar circumftances of this aétion, and 
the contrit'on he afterwards fhewed on that account, make it 
not quite fo atrocious. It is alfo true, that many Princes on 
whom the world hath Javifhed Tage riative encomiums, have com- 
mitted murders in cold blood, infinitely more cruel, and have 
not fhewn the leaft remorfe. Conftantine and Clovis could not 
plead wine in excufe for he murder of their family. Net that 
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their cruelty juftifies that of Alexander, or that it is my inten- 
tion to vindicate him in all his aétions without exception. He had 
his faults, becaufe he was a man, anda King. But it appears 
to ine, that Hiftorians in general have been miftaken in “6 cha- 
racter. ‘They have been too prodigal of their commendations of 
his.courage, and too fparing of their praifes with regard to his 
other virtues, which tho’ lefs brilliant, were more truly efti- 
mable. He had all the qualities neceflary to form the Hero, 
and many of thofe which contftitute a great King; and only re- 
quired to have lived long enough, to difplay on the throne thofe 
pacific virtues which vetnld have fuficiently attoned for all the 
blood he had fpilt in his youth.” 


Having difmiffed the perfonal character and exploits of Alex- 
ander, our Liittorian proceeds to give an account of the 
ftate of government, of the army, and of the adminiftration of 
juftice, under that Prince and his immediate predeceffors. He 
goes on next, to confider the ftate of commerce at this period, 
and of the arts depending thereon: after which he treats of 
the cufloms aid manners of common life; of public entertain- 
ments; of architecture, {culpture, and painting ; of mufic and 
hiftory ; and laitly, of philofophy and religion. We fhall quote 
a paflage or two from this latter part of our Author’s perform- 
ance, to give our Readers an idea of his manner of thinking 
and writing on thefe fubjects. 


‘6 Society, or a familiar correfpondence of people with each 
othe, was at this time abfolutely unknown in Perfia. They 
lived thon, as at this day, in adiftant ftate of gloomy feverity, 
whi h hath been, in all ages, perhaps, the ftrongeit fupport of 
tyranny. ‘There was none of that free communication between 
ind viluals; none of thofe family connections, which give men 

ialte for liberty, by making known the pleafures and advanta- 
ges of friendfhip. A number of amiable objects, referved for 
the gratification of one man, anda right of employing a numbe r 
of eunuchs to fecure them for that - purpofe, were the diitin- 
guifhing privileges of wealth and power. The reft-of the na- 
tion, who could not afford to purchafe fuch coftly delights, were 
abforbed in idlenefs and ignorance. Thus, true ‘focicty, or thofe 
focial pleafures which foften the bitternefs of human life, were 
cultivated only in Greece. Certain indecent feftivals, indeed, 
are faid to have been kept in Syria. We are told alfo, of a 
temple of Venus at Baby! on, where modeft women were obd- 
lired to proftitute themfelves for hire once a year, and to give 
to the Priefts of the Goddefs, the reward of their complaifanc 26. 
But thefe grofs and difguiting cuftoms could not, if true, con- 
ftitute the happinefs of the people who practifed them.. The 
Greeks alone knew how to furnith themfelves with modef 
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amufements, and pleafures in which they might indulge them- 
{elves without blufhing. ‘Their women were free, efteemed, 
and refpected; one of the moft certain figns of a flourifhing ftate : 
an equal fien of its wifdom, alfo, was that they had, neverthe- 
lefs, little to do with public affairs. Their young men, it is 
true, gave into the fame excefles as the youth of all our great 
cities now generally do. Nothing was lefs common among 
the Greeks than chaftity; that fublime virtue was held in no 
efteem among them; nor was any body furprized at a man’s 
living with a woman witheut marrying her, becaufe the prac- 
tice was general. Even the Philofophers themfelves did not dif- 
dain to adopt this cuftom of the vulgar. Plato, Diogenes, Arif- 
tippus, were the profefled admirers of feveral Courtezans; and 
Socrates himfelf was not afhamed affiduoufly to pay court to the 
fair Afpafia. There were not wanting, however, fome who, 
on the other hand, recommended the virtue of continence. De- 

n0critus, in particular, taught, that nothing was fo difgraceful 
and injurious to ftudy, as to converfe with the fex. Thales 
alfo taught, that in youth it was too early, and in age too late, 
to be married. This kind of philofophy, indeed, made but lit- 
tle way. The moft beautiful part of the f{pecies were interefted 
to put a ftop to its progrefs; and they had more powerful arms 
than the dry maxims, and vague reafonings, of their adverfaries, 





Thefe, however, were not the moft formidable opponents the _ 


fair fex had to encounter: the prepoftcrous indulgence, at this 
time, given to the moft unnatural paffions, and that by men of 


abiliiies and character, who fhould certainly have known better, 


threw as great an infult on the charms of their fair contempo- 
Iaries, as it brought eternal infamy on themfelves. 


«+ But, fays our Author, notwithftanding the Greeks acqui- 
efced in fe open a violation of their laws, the wileft that were 
ever inftituted, it muft be allowed, that the people in general, 
were much happies than they are at prefent. If there did not 
fubfift a perfect equality of conditions among them, it appeared, 
at leaft, that the meaneft Citizen had an equal right to exift- 
ence with the higheft. There was no fuch thing as deplorable 
poverty among them ; by this I mean, that horrid indigence 
which deprives a man of the right which nature gives him, 
to a certain portion of the fruits of the earth, and which fome- 
times obliges him for want of work, to perifh with hunger, or 
to relicve his diftrefles by breaking the laws of community. 
There were but two ranks or conditions of life, thofe of liber- 
ty and flavery. If the flaves, however, belonged to a mafter, 
for whom» they laboured, the mafter in reiurn was bound to 
provide for their fubfiftence, “Ihofe who were free, were either 
proprietors of eftates, foldiers, or merchants. There exifted 
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noxe.ef that unhappy race of men which we call labourers, 
who do not even enjoy the advantages of their fervitude. Re- 
duced to the neceffity of cultivating the earth, and gathering its 
productions for ot hers 5 oppreffed with the burthen of public 
taxes, expolcd to ail the, accidental loffes occafioned by the ri- 
gour of the feaions; defpifed, infulted, and uncon{cious of any 
greeter pleafure, than the mere animal enjoys in digefting its 
food, aud propagating its fpectes, [ cannot conceive the value 
of their pretended liberty, But I imagine, that the flavery 
which we impute to a fcate of barbarifm, is in reality lefs bar- 
barous than that ftate of meannefs and fervility in which two 
thirds of mankind aCiually languifh at this day.” | 

We learn from the dedication of this performance, to the 
King.of Poland, Duke of Lorrain, that the name of this inge- 
nious young Writer, is Linguet; and are informed by the pre- 
face, that he is now engaged in writing the Hiftory of the Age 
of Auguitus, on the fame plan; in the completion of which un- 
dertaking, we with him all that fuccefs to which his rifing merit 
{eems to-enutic him. ‘ 
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Antrodudiie ad Piilcfophiam Naturalem. Au&tore Petro Van Muff 
chenbroek, Or, : 


An Introduction to Natural Philofophy, 4to, 2 vols. Printed 
for Luchtmans at Leyden, “17 763+ | 


N 2 preface to this work, by Mr. Lulofs the Editor, is given 
a fketch of its hiftory, from the firft publication of the Au- 
thor’s Epitome Elementerum Phyfico-Mathematicorum, in the year 
1726, to that of the prefent performance ; his plan having been 
gradually improving, as may be feen by his Elementa Phyfi ae, 
of 1734 and 1741, and his Jn/titutiones, publifhed in a6: : the 
latter work having ‘been tranflated into moft of the European 
languages, and univerfally taught in our academies, as a com- 
pleat fyftem of phyfics, Our laborious Profeffor, however, fill 
snaking daily acquifitions in the fcience, and accumulating a 
ruinber of new experiments, conceived the defign of improving 
his plan ftill farther, i in the prefent Introduction; which, it muft 
be allowed, is, in every refpect, ‘greatly fuperior to any of his 
formet publications, and had been probably much more'fo, had he 
furvived to put a finifhing hand to the work. But this tatk was re- 
ferved for his ingenious Colleague above-mentioned, ‘whofe high 
opinion’ of ‘the whole, may be fearnt by the following paige, 
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tamen que ad integrum fyftema phyficum pertinent, five utilif- 
fima humano generi ct perfpicuis demonftrationibus munita theo- 
remata, five notatu maxime digna recentiorum obfervata et ex- 
perimenta confideremus,, in hac Jutrodudtione 2deo copiore expg- 
fuit, ut pauciflima reperiantur {cripta, qua hacce opus pracflan- 
tid aquiparare poflunt, utque, fi ijlud conferamus accuratius 
cum anterioribus C]. Viri fyftematibus eximia ac ingenti labore 
nata -huic incrementa accefiffe facili negotio deprehendamus.” 


With due deference, however, to our learned Editor, and 
without meaning to detract in the leaft from the merit of his in- 
duftrious and indefatigable Author, we do not think any of the 
voluminous performances we have {cen of this kind, entitled to 
the appellation of PhyficalSyftems. Phyfics, indeed, hath been 
fometimes called an experimental fcience, becaufe it is founded 
on experiments ; ; but there is a material diftintion between ex- 
periment and fcience, as there is between the rules of pratical 
mechanics and the theory of natural philofophy. Our celebrat- 
ed Profeffor hath, like many others, laid down the principles, 
and illuftrated the theory Pi sgn with fuccefs: but nei- 
ther are the phyfical principles he hath aflumed, juftly founded 
onexperiment; nor do the experiments he hath recorded, ferve 
to confirm fuch principles. Add to this, that occult qualities 
are no more adiniffible as phyfical, than as mechanical elements ; 
nor do any number of irreconcilable and indigefted experiments, 
forma theory of any kind whatever. But, to explain ourfelves 
more fully on this head ; which is the more neceflary at this time, 
as our Natural Philofophers, as they are called, follow each 
other implicitly in the fame beaten track, without feeming to 
fufpeét the fallbiity of their predéceffors; Thus our learned 
Profeffor, in the beginning of his performance, makes no hefi- 
tation to adopt the regula philofophandi of Sir Ifaac Newton, and 
thence miftakenly to deduce, what he calls, the univerfal qua- 
Jities of all bodies, Let us examine, however, how fome of 
thefe qualities agree with the nature and laws of motion, as laid 
down by the fame Philofophers, 


It is, from an erroneous conclufion, taken for granted, that the 
elements of a body are folid and impenetrable, and that they 
move about in a perfect vacuum. It is alfo fuppofed, that mo- 
tion may ‘be given to them, when at reft in fuch a vacuum; 
through which they will move quicker, if urged by a greater 
impulte than if ‘by a lefs, and vice ver{Z. And yet our Author 
declares, that all motion, however quick, muft take up fome 
time, ** Omnis inotus, utcunque celer fuerit, fit in tempore, 
nec ullus motiis fieri’ poteft in intianti.” But, if an impenetra- 
ble body exift at reft in a perfect vacuum, what reafon can poili- 
bly be given, that itis not moved by a fimall impulfe, (if moved 
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at all) as quick as by a great one? Orthat, when impelled by 
cither, it would not move through fuch a vacuum inftantane- 
ovfly? The refiftance to fuch impulfe, being xull, it would 
bear the fame proportion to a greater as toa fmaller one; fo 
that, if the impulfe had any effect to make the body change its 
place, what fhould hinder it from doing fo inftantaneoufly, and 
that to any diftance indefinitely? Where there is mo retiftance 
to an impulfe, what fhould occafion the motion, confequent 
thereon, to take up any certain time? Will it be faid, the wis 
inertia of the body? What is that wis inertie? Or how can 
it exift in an impenetrable body, lying at reft invacuo? That 
all palpable bodies have a quality, which, with no great impro- 
priety, may be termed a wis inertia, is certain; and alfo, that 
the motion of fuch body muft neceflarily take up time. But, if 
a phyfical caufe can be affigned for both this quality and pheno- 
menon, it is quite unphilofophical to fuppofe them phyfical 
principles. ‘And whether this caufe fuggeft itfelf or not, it is 
certain that mechanical principles being dependent on phyfical, 
fhould never be inconfiftent with them. ‘The truth is, that the 
laws of motion, affumed by our Author and others, are not ar- 
bitrary principles, to be attributed immediately to the Deity, as 
they fuppofe ; but are merely fecondary mechanical principles, 
flowing, as a neceflary effe&t, from others ftill more general. 

Thus the elements of body take up time, in moving from onc 
place to another, and that in proportion to the rhomentum of 
the impulfe given them; becaufe they move in a refifting me- 
dium ; which muit be ainde to give way fucceflively, and can- 
not overcome a great impulfe in the fame time as a fmall one. 
We throw out thefe hints, however, only by way of caution to 
the young Student, that he may not miftake a fyftem of practi- 
cal mechanics, for a fyitem of natural philofophy. 


With regard to many of our Autho:’s experiments alfo, we 
think them too vague and incoherently related, to be of much 
fervice to phyfical “theory ; particularly fome of his eleétrical 
obfervations, and his remarks De corporibus lucem bibentibus. 
But, notwithftanding thefe and cther ‘fimilar objections, that 
might be made to this work, confidered as a fyftem, it is un- 
doubtedly the beft and compleateft Introduction to Phyfical 
Science now extant. ‘The experiments are numerous, and are 
illuftrated by a great variety of plates, well defigned and en- 
graved; the whole doing honour, in this refpect, as well to the 
Editor as to the Artifts concerned in the execution of this ele- 
gant work. 


Extract 








ee 

















ates 











[ 539 J 


Extrait des Affertions dangereufes et pernicieufes en tout genre, que les 
foi-difans Jefuites ont, dans tous les tems et perfevcrament, foute- 
pth enfeignées et publices dans leurs Livres, avec ? Approbation 
de leurs Superieurs et Generaux. Se. Or, 


Fxtraéts of Affertions of the moft pernicious and dangerous 
Tendency, held by the Jefuits, and conftantly maintained, 
taught, and publifhed in their Writings, with the Approba- 
tion of their Generals and Superiors ; {tated and authenticated 
by the Commiffioners of the Parliament of Paris, appointed to 
execute the Refolution of the Court of the 3rft of Augutt, 
and the Arrét of the 3d of September following, on the Books, 
Thefes, and other Works of the Jefuits. 12mo, 3 Vols, 
Paris and Amfterdam, 1763. 


H E great avidity with which this work hath been received 

in France, where four editions were bought up as faft as 
they iffued from the prefs, feems to be a proof how well fatisfied 
the public in general are, with the meafures lately taken in that 
kingdom, to extirpate this famous Society. ‘To give every one 
his due, however, we cannot help thinking this reverend Frater- 
nity a litle hardly dealt by, in the prefent inftance, ‘The viru- 
Jence, at leaft, with which they have been profecuted, doth no 
honour to the motives for precipitating their deftruction. ‘The 
meafure of public hatred to this Society, and probably of its own 
iniquity, hath indeed been long fince full ; and it is not uncom- 
mon, in the courfe of Providence, to fee thofe who have long tri- 
umphed over juftice with impunity, meet condign punifhment 
in- falling themfelves a victim to injuftice. The Jefuits have 
certainly played their own game aconfiderable while, as well as 
fevera! other religious orders of the church of Rome: at. the 
fame time, however, it cannot be denied but they have, been as 
ufeful to community as moft others ; and though fome of the lat- 
ter may poilibly be miftaken enough to rejoice in the fall of this 
Society, it may, in all probability, | be only the fpeedy forerunner 
of their own ruin; for let them think of their inftitutions as 
they will, fuch is the end which, as the thief faid to his comrade, 
they muft all come to. 


If the Jefuits were the worft of the religious’ orders in France, 
they were undoubtedly very bad indeed; but they were aflu- - 
redly the moft politic, and confequently the moft difficult to be 
dealt with, by thofe who might have an ecclefiaftical revolution in 
view. It was expedient, therefore, for the latter, to embrace the 
firft opportunity to difable fuch powerful opponents. ‘The dif- 
grace which this Society lately fell into in Portugal afforded an oc- 
cafion not to be neglected. Every inftance of their mifcondu& 
therefore has been collected and charged upon them ; and, as if this 
were infufficient, behold, three volumes of propofitions, artfully 
extracted 
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extracted from their numerous and various writings, with a 
view to.reprefent them as advocates for all the crimes, and even 
more than all the crimes, forbidden in the Decalogue. Give a 
eur an ill name, fays the proverb, and hang him. This, in- 
deed, feems to be the cafe with the French Jefuits ; who, not- 
withitanding they have been fo long eftablifhed in France, and 
entrufted with the education of the principal youth of the na- 
tion, are now difcovered to be all, without exception, a parcel 
of traitors, conjurers, and infidels, who inculcate the principles 
of idolatry, blafphemy, facrilege, perjury, theft, and murder. 
What adds to the merit of this difcoverv, alio, is, that it is made 
from books which have been printed, fome of them, at leaft an 
hundred and fifty years. 


We hope none of our readers will here fo far miftake us, as to 
think we ftand up in general as advocates for the Jefuits. Right 
glad are we to find the ftrongeft pillar of the church of Antichrift 
fo effectually fhaken by thofe who fojourn under its own roof: 
but though, for the fake of community, we fhould be glad to 
have a notorious : malefactor brought to juftice, we fhould be 
particularly defirous that he fhould be clearly found guilty of the 
crime for which he might fuffer. With regard to the extraéts 
contained in thefe volumes, it is certain there are many very 
ftrange, unjuftifiable, and even horrid propofitions among them ; 
but we fhould not be furprifed that many well-meaning and 
even fenfible people fhould be fcandalized at the matters fre- 
quently contained in eafuiftical debates, or fcruples of canfcience, 
even when the doétrine they are intended to illuftrate is unex- 
ceptionable. In points of cafuiftry the fubjeét of fcruple is often 
too impious, indecent, or fcandalous in itfelf, to admit of invefti- 

cation: our reverend F athers, however, do not appear to have 
poffefled much delicacy in this refpe&t; preferring their talents 
for the exercife of logical fubtilties to every other confideration. 
There is one thing, however, remarkable in the condué& of the 
Jefuits, and which diftinguifhes them from all the other orders 
of the Romifh clergy ; this is, that the former have refolved their 
whole fyftem of morality into cafes of conf{cience ; whereas the 
latter feem to think their penitents obliged as implicitly to obey 
their injundtions as if they had no confcience at all. It would be 
difficult alfo to determine which hath contributed moft to the 
corruption ef mankind, the ftrange lengths which the Jefuits 
have carried the matter of confcience, or the abominable profti- 
tution of confeffions, pardons, and indulgencies. When the 
morality of any action is ultimately referred to the confciences 
of men, it is highly neceflary that their con{ciences fhould be 
fuficiently enlightened to perceive the natural obligation or pro- 
hibition of it, as ; well as to judge of the good or evil confequences 
ef fuch aAlion; without which, it is an abfolute abufe of words 
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to call the will, or inclination, of a perfon to do or negfeét any 
action, by the name of confcience. Our Readers will fee how 
far the Jefuits carry their proftitution of this term, by the follow- 
ing paflages. 


** Do whatever your confcience fuggefts to be right, and that 
you are commanded to do. — If, through any invincible error, 
you fhould even believe that God hath commanded you to he 
and blafpheme, /?e and bla/pheme.’ 


<¢ Do nothing which your confcience teils you is abfolutely 
forbidden. Negle& even the worfhip of God, if you conceive 
he hath prohibited i it.” Now, what idea can we have of a con- 
fcience fuggefting falfhood and blafphemy? Can fuch fuggef- 
tions prevail in any mind, that is not mifled by the moft de- 
plorable ignorance, or perverted by the moft diabolical artifice ? 
In this cafe, the dictates of confcience may be miftaken for thofe 
of folly or vice.—In another part of the work, however, they 
are fuppefed to be merely thofe of prudence. 


“¢ Whofoever does that which he thinks himfelf prudentially 
bound to do, is conceived to act aright, although the action 
may be forbidden by a pofitive law; becaufe he acts according 
to his confcience.” 


The numerous. paflages, feleéted in this collection, are ranged 
under cighteen heads; examples of fome of which we fhalk 
quote, for the fatisfaftion and entertainment of our Readers. 


One of the principal doétrines of the Jefuits, and which hath 
in its time made no little noife, on account: of its fingularity, 
is that of admitting the lefs probability to be as lawful as the 
greater. ‘Thus Ferdinand de Caftro Palao declares that, in 
making choice of the way to falvation, ** We are not obliged 
to take that which is the moft certain or moft probable; i is 
fufficient that we take any one that is certain or probable; be- 
caufe there may happen to- be anerror in that which appears the 
moft probable and moft certain. When the probability of right 
is founded on the probability of fact, therefore, | conclude from 
the probability of fact the probability of right. To illuftrate 
this by example ; it is probable to me that the cloak I wear is 
my own; I imagine, neverthelefs, that it is more probable it 
belongs to you ; I am not obliged, however, togive it to you, 
but have a right to take care of itmyfelf. In likemanner, it may 
be probable to an heretic, that he is of the true religion, altho’ 
the contrary may be more probable; but it is not clear 
that we fhould therefore compel him to renounce hiserror, Nay, 
were he even at the point of death, his not having then time 
to examine into-the matter, would not oblige him to quit any 
fecure way, for another more fecure ; but only to enquire into, 
it, 
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it, if he fhould recover, and have leifure to do it more con- 
veniently.” 


This doctrine of probabilifme, as the French call it, gives, 
indeed, great latitude to fcepticifm in moral condu&, and is 
therefore highly reprehenfible ; efpecially in that it admits of a 
total contradiction between fpeculation and practice ; with re- 
gard to religion, however, there feems to be fomething tole- 
rating in it, for which, if it were in any meafure confiftent 


with itfelf, we fhould think it not quite fo damnable a doctrine 
as fome have reprefented it. 


The fame fpirit of toleration, fo diametrically oppofite to the 
general doctrine of the church of Rome, appears to be incul- 
cated alfo, under the article of the peccatum philofophicum: ac- 
cording to which, they admit that ‘* a pagan, ignorant of the 
chriftian religion or of the true God, is excufable in worfhip- 
ping idols.” For, fay they, ** Whoever aéts agreeably to the 
dictates of confcience, whether certainly right or invincibly 
wrong, cannot offend God: invincible ignorance, though even 


— 


of the law of nature, fufficiently excufing thofe who act accord- 
ing to fuch ignorance.” 


Again, tothe fame purpofe, under the article of Jrreligion, we 
have the following quotation from Francis Suarez. ‘* In the 
firft place, with regard to infidels, who have never heard of the 
chriftian faith, their infidelity is negative and innocent; as far 
as we can jucge from the common order of things. In the fe- 
cond place wlio, with refpe&t to fuch as may have heard fome- 
thing of our faith, but without having had it fully propofed to 
them; thefe, if they remain in their infidelity, are in fome cafes 

xcufable, and in others not. It is certain, that they are not 
guilty of a fin in difbelieving what is not fufficiently laid open to 
their judgment; for the divine precepts are conformable to rea- 
fon, and oblige us to act in all cafes prudentially. Now to be- 
lieve what is not fufficiently explained to us, is not the eftect of 
prudence : for whofoever is credulous or ready of belief, is of a 
lioht mind, and may be eafily deceived. But though fuch a 
perfon is not bound to believe immediately, he may be under 
fome obligation to procure, if poffible, a more perfe&t know- 
ledge of the doctrines propofed to him ; and to examine whether 
he ought to believe or not. On the fuppofition that he takes 
all the means in his power to procure this inftruction, without 
being able to effect it, his infidelity is ftill negative, and not 
criminal. In regard to the contrary fentiment, founded on the 
axiom, Facienti quod in fe eff, Deus non denegat gratiam, we may 
reply to it, by denying the confequence, although fuch infidel 
fhould not take all the means in his power. Even in this cafe, 
however, he would not be guilty of a religious crime, or the 
breach 
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breach of a law of faith, but only of a breach of fome precept in 
the law of nature ; becaufe, being under an invincible ignorance 
of the former, and as ignorant, that the neglect,he is guilty of 
prevents his being enlightened by God, there is no wilful crime 
in his infidelity.” 

The Jefuits, indeed, carry their iatitudinarian principles fo 
far as to admit of a prieft’s confefling and abfolvjng an heretic, 
and even of abfolving him without confeffion. ‘* There was a 
certain merchant,” fays Gobat, ‘* who, being given over by the 
phyficians, fent for a Lutheran minifter : his fervants, however, 
brought a catholic one, who, on his arrival, commended fome 
good qualities in Luther, (for even the Devil himfe!f hath fome 
good qualities) and thus got into the fick man’s favour, in- 
ftructed him in the Romifh religion, heard his confeflion, and 
gave him the facrament. ‘The poor merchant imagined himfelf 
confeffing to a Lutheran, (for auricular confeflion, though 
treated by Luther with contempt, is ftill in ufe in many piaces 
among his followers) he was neverthelefs only a Lutheran ma- 
tertaliter ; fo that his deception concerning the perfon of that 
confeffor, did not invalidate his confeflion.” 


To the fame purpofe, Trachala relates that Drufus, an heretic, 
but otherwife a man of good morals, and who appeared only 
to be miftaken materialiter, fell fick, and lay at the point of 
death. His curate vifited him, and put to him the following 
queftions: Is it not becaufe you Jook upon the Lutheran reli- 
gion to be true, that you remain attached to that religion? 
Would not. you forfake it immediately, if you were perfuaded it 
were falfe? Are not you forry for having offended God? and 
will you not confefs your fins to him who can abfolve you? 
Would you not confefs them to me, if you thought it your duty 
fo to do? Drufus anfwered every one of thefe queftions in 
the affirmative; the cyrate conditionally pronounced his abfo- 
lution*, ” 

The Jefuits have, befide their materialiter in herefy, another 
falvo for the neceflary means of falvation ; making a diftinction 
between the materia neceffaria neceffitate medii, and the materia 
neceffaria neceffitate precepti. ‘* ‘There is much difficulty,” fays 
Trachala, *¢ in comprehending the myfteries of the Trinity 
and of the Incarnation: for «it is not fufficient to be acquainted 





* Trachala hath put the cafe of a dying fceptic, wavering between 
the catholics and heretics ; whom yet he pronounces deferving of abfo- 
lution. ‘* Sigiberto moribundo adfunt Catholiciet Heretici. At tum 
utique illum ad fe attrahunt. Ile exclamat: Deus! in re tanti mo- 
menti non {cio me refolvere ; volo mori in vera réligione ; utra talis fit 
nefcio, tu fcis. Efto propitius mihi peccatori. Qa«/f, An fitei danda 
abfolutio? Re/p. Affirmat. | 


with 





























544 Extracts of the dangerous Affertions of the Fefuits: 


with the terms, but it is neceflary to form fome idea in the 
mind applicable to them; and of this ignorant perfons arid 
children feem abfolutely incapable. How then is a confeffor to 
behave with fuch penitents? Leflius refolves the queftion, by 
faying, that * an explicit and diftinét faith not being neceflary 

neceffitate medti, fed folius precepti, fuch perfons as may be ig- 
© norant of thefe articles may be abfolved, on condition of their 
‘ promifing to inform themfelves about them hereafter.’ For 
my part,” continues Trachala, ** I anfwer, with many others, 
that a perfon of this kind, who hath complied with every other 
requifite to confeflion, or who may fo comply, ought to be ab- 
folved without hefitation ; it being fufficient for fuch ignorant 
penitents, that they believe, i a confufed and implicit manner, 
the three perfons in the Trinity, and the myftery of the Incar- 
nation, to be entitled to abfolution. And the reafon is, that 
the explicit faith in thefe myfteries, required by the New Tef- 
tament, is only neceflary neceffitate medii, in regard to adults and 
perfons of proper capacity. But fuch penitents as we are f{peak- 
ing of, are not proper to conceive thefe myfteries, on account of 
the weaknefs of their underftanding. ‘This kind of explicit 
faith, therefore, is not neceflary for them.” 


It is no wonder that fo prudential and politic a body, while 
publicly teaching their brethren to make fuch important concef- 
fions in Europe, fhould impower their miffionaries to indulge 
their pagan converts with as great a latitude in their ancient ido- 
latries. Thefe Fathers, however, have been very frequently 
condemned, by the Sovereign Pontiff, for their lenity in this re- 
f{pect, towards the idolaters of China and Malabar. 

Next to the extracts relative to thefe fubjels, we come to the 
article of lewdnefs and obfcenity ; the cafuiftical difcuffions of 
thefe pious Fathers being here very prudently inferted in Latin, 
without any ttanflation by the Editor. It had been well alfo if 
the fame caution had been obferved with regard to moft of the 
paflages arranged under the articles, Perjury, Prevarication, Theft, 
fecret Indemnification, and Homicide: on all which fubjects are 
ftarted a number of queftions, which are very improper objects 
of difcuffion except among the grave and learned, who’e under- 
ftanding may be able to fee through the fallacy of fophiftical 
reafoning, and whole paffions are not to be excited by mere re- 
prefentations of legality. Cafutitical propofitions and arguments 
are by no means proper to be fubmitted to popular animadver- 
fion; and indeed it would probably be much better for the 
Learned themfelves, if this kind of exercife were difufed ‘the 
heart being feldom, if ever, improved by the extraordinary fub- 
tilty of the head. To rack the imagination for cafes that, in 
all probability, will never happen; to plage men in ciscum- 
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fiances the moft odious, and-even contrary, to their nature 5 
aid then to perplex them about the propriety of their condué& in 


{uch circumftances ; all this may fharpen the wit, but it can. 


hardly fail to corrupt the morals of the moft guarded ftudent: 
but when difcuffiens ef this kind fall into the hands of the vul- 
gar, whofe ignorance miftakes imaginary cafes for real nes, it 
is no wonder they fhould prove fo deftructive ; for nothing can 
be more pernicious to the morals of fociety, than for the people 
in general to think the principles of right and wrong dependent 
on circumftances, or that by fubtilty they may be converted in- 
to eachother. What pretty encouragement, for inftance, might 
it not be for confcientious domettics, to rob and plunder their 
matters at pleafure, if* they knew that one of the moft learned 
theological focieties in the world maintained the truth of the 
following propofitions : ‘* F'amuli atque famule domeftice pof- 
{unt occulté heris fuis fubripere ad compeniandam operam fuam 
quam majorem judicant falario quod recipiunt.”—** Domettici, 
fi aliquid accipiunt ex prefumpta voluntate domini, quia fibi ra- 
tionabiliter perfuadant dominum aon fore injuftum, nullum 
committunt peccatum.” 


Again, fine encouragement to difobedient wives and children! 


‘s Poffunt liberi, fi parentes faepe rogati et tentati precibus id 
abnuunt, illis fubripere, animi relaxandi gratia, quantum illis 
confuetudo et conditio permittit.” 


<< Mulier, etiam prohibente marito, poteft contrahere validas 
eleemofynas aut donationes pro libito agere, expenfas in ludo et 


recreatione honefta facere et comparando fibi ornatui.” Wo-’ 


men and children are doubtle‘s very proper judges how far they 


_ may con{cicntioufly make ufe of thefe privileges. A netable ex-: 


cufe alfo have thefe reverend Fathers afforded the fex, both mar- 


ried and fingle, for the inhuman practices of abortion, &c. : 
‘¢ Si honefta puella, invita ab adolefcente adultero, corrupta fu- 


iffet, ante animationem foetus, poffet illum excutere, ut multi 
volunt, ne honoi em inde fuum amittat, gui ili multo pretiofos 
eft ipfa vita.’ ‘* An liceat mulieri conjugate, que in paftu 





fons verfatur in fummo periculo mortis, fumere pharmacum - 


fterilitatis, ut effugiat ejufmodi periculum? Re/p. Ita, quia fic 
cum jufta caufa fue faluti contulit corporali; et-vero fatius eft 


ut hoc faciat, quam ut mfrito debitum conjugale recpfet, cum . 


periculo {pirituali ejus falutis,” 


As, thefe paflages are fuficient to awaken the curiofity of the 
moft indifferent reader, we fhall endeavopr to gratify it, by 
quoting a. few more, equally reprehenfible and dangerous. 


‘¢ Sunt varia legis nature praecepta ita obfcura, ut vix pof- 
fint a viris fidelibus et doctis percipi, tale eft preeceptum prohi- 
APPEN. Og 
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bens fimplicem fornicationem eum adhibita prudenti cautione 
pro honefta educatione prolis, fi nafcatur.—Idem de pollutione, 
prefertim quando eft necefflaria ad fanitatem, &c.” Nay, fo 
very fearful are our confcientious Jefuits of declaring things to 


be criminal, that they are equal'y at a lofs to underftand pofi- 


tive prece ‘My a§ the laws of nature. “Thus, inthe moral the- 
ology of Efcobar, it is held a doubt; whether the moft infamous 
and unnatural of crimes, be punifhable by law, or forbidden by 
the bull of Pius V. * Mafculus, caula libidinis mafculum 
rapiens, eft, et non eft, ordinariz legis poenx: obnoxius, Obnoxius 
non eft raptor mafculi capitali legis poene, &c,—Clericus rem 


habens cum foemina in vafe preepoftero, incurrit, et non incur- 
rit, poenas Bulle. Bb beg 


*¢ Clericus fodomiticé patiens, incidit, et non incidit poe- 
nas Bulla.—Clericus crimen fodomiticum, femel, bis, aut ter 
perpetrans, incurrit, et non incurrit, prafate-. Bulla poenas, 
Incurrit profecto.—Non incurrit, quia in Bulla illa pontifex 
poenas infligit clericis fodomiam exercentibus ; at in jure intelli- 
guntur hi qui aliquid frequenti uf eficiunt.” Is not this.ex- 
cellent cafuiftry? ‘* Nimis rigidam (continues: this Writer) 
elle primam partem reor ; ideo tenco fecundam. Unde putarim 
non fufficere unicum lapfum, nec fi dis aut tex quis tale: crimen 
commiferit, ut Bulle poenis fubjiciatur?” Can any‘thing be 
more abominable than this proftitution of human reafon, 'tend- 
ing to confound all ideas of right and wrong, and encourage 
men to purfue whatever their inordinate appetites may ‘fuggeft ? 


A better fpecimen of Jefuiftical cafujftry in general, cannot 
be given, than is to be met with in their moral decifions con- 
cerning the wages of iniquity. It is made a famous queftion 
with them, “* Whether a Judge is bound to reftore a fumof 
money, which he may have taken as a bribe, to give a favour- 
-able fe ntence?” The moft approved an{wer to which queftion 
ae thus. ‘¢ If a judge receive a bribe to pafs a juft fentences 

he is bound to reftore it ; becaufe he ought to do juftice without 
a bribe, and therefore the party hath nothing for his money but 


what is his right. But if the judge be bribed to pafs an unjuft 


fentence, he is not. obliged in confcience to make any refti- 
tution.” 


‘Tt is with ain reateft juftice that governments, as well as 
mankind in vais have Loni held the propofitions of thefe Fa- 
thers, sefpecting hamicide, parricide, and high treafon, in the 
utmoft horror. They endeavour to apologize, indeed, for treat- 
ing fuch matters, by faying that, in propofing a queftion, they 
neither affirm nor y ae the propofition it contains: thus, fay 
they, ‘* it is made. a-queftion inthe {chools, Whether it be lawe 


jit to seid, an n uanocent perjont ? And what crime is there in-afking. 
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fuch a queftion? and in what manner can it tend to the breach 
of the public peace? And yet if the queftion, Whether it-be 
lawful to kill a tyrant? be efteemed dangerous and feditious, the 
former is certainly much more fo.” . All this, however, is too 
much in their ufual ftrain of cavilling, to carry any weight. 
To make ufe of fuch queftions in the fchools, or. elfewhere, 
merely to exercife the underftanding, is as abfurd and dangerous 


as it would be to make ufe of fwords, inftead of foils, at the 
fencing {chool. 


On the whole, we are greatly furprized that thefe extracts 
from the writings of the fefuits, fhould be publifhed_ in. the 
French language, by thofe who pretend to be their ehemies, 
and feek to expofe them by expofing their tenets True policy, 
we conceive, would have taught thofe who banifh the Writers, 
to have banifhed their writings along with them. 





Hiftoiré de I Empire de Ruffie fous Pierre le Grand. Par 1’ Au- 
teur del’ Hiftotre de Charles X11. Tome fecond. Or, 


The Hiftory of the Ruffian Empire, under Peter the Great. 
By Mr. Voltaire. 8y9. Vol, Id. 


AVING formerly given our fentiments on the firft vo- 


lume* of this work, as an hiftorical compofition, we have: 


only to obferve farther on this head, that the fecond hath afforded 
us no reafon to change our opinion of the whole. It appears to 
us, indeed, that Mr. Voltaire hath been furnifhed, by the Court 
of Ruffia, with the authentic materials he boafts of, merely 
with a view to his compofing a laboured exculpation and pane- 
gyric of Peter the Great, ‘This tafk, it muft be allowed, he 
hath executed wjth the moft artful appearance of impartiality, 
if not always in a manner really impartial. That he hath de- 
tected preceding Hiftorians, in fome remarkable blunders and 
abfurdities, is very eyident; placing the facts in queftion ina 
more probable, at leaft, if not in a more certain, point of view. 
At the fame time, we muft do this celebrated Writer the juftice 
to obferve, that he confeffes himfelf guilty of fome inaccuracies 
and miftakes in the former yolume, which he hath here pointed 
out to the Reader. , 


This fecond part’ of Mr. Voltaire’s Hiftory of Ruffia, begins 
at the time when Sultan Achmet III. declared war againftPeter the 
firft: the confequence of which, was the ever memorable cam- 
paigp of Pruth; where the latter, with a handful of men, was 


¢ See Review, vol. XXIII. and XXIV, 
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furrounded by an almoft innumerable body of Turks and Tiar- 
tars; and was obliged to fue for peace; which, fortunately for 
himfelf,: his wife, and army, he obtained, tho’ reduced, for 
want of water and provifions, to the moft defperate circum- 
ftances; It was in confideration of the eminent fervices done 
hint in this critical juncture, by his favourite Catherine, that he 
afterwards determined to have her crowned Emprefs of Ruffia. 
Tt''was not till after the marriage of his fon Alexis, however, 
that he publicly declared his own matrimonial connection with 
this extraordinary woman; the companion of his warsand voy- 
ages, the partner of his dignity, and fucceflor to his throne. A 
very Ts adventure is related of a brother of this Heroine, 
by a perfon who was at that time in the fervice of the Caar, and 
{peaks of it as an eye-witnefs of the fact. An Envoy from Au- 
guftus King of Poland, to Czar Peter, being on ‘his return to 
Drefden by the way of Courland, happened to fee a poor man who 
feemed in great diftrefs, infulted by fome people at the inn where 
he ftopped; -to whom the injured ftranger faid, with fome refent- 
ment, that they would not treat him thus, if he could but gain 
admiffion to the Czar, and that he had more powerful protectors 
at Court than they might poffibly imagine. On hearing this, 
the Enyoy had the curiofity to afk the man fome queftions ; from 
the anfwers to which, and on confidering his features attentively, 
wherein he difcovered a refemblance to the Emprefs, he conceiw 
ed this unfortunate perfon might be her relation. - After his re- 
turn to Drefden,- therefore, he wrote an account of the adven- 
ture, and his fufpicions, to a friend at Peterfburg; who found 
means to get the letter fhewn to the Czar. On this, orders 
were immediately difpatched to Prince Repnin, Governor of 
Riga, to make fearch after the man defcribed in the letter : 
which was accordingly done by an intelligent perfon, fent by 
Prince Repninto Mittau for that purpofe. On examination, 
he faid his name was Charles Scavronfki, that he was the fon 
of aGentleman of Lithuania, who died during the wars in Po- 
Jand, and left'two children,: a boy and girl, in thecrad!e.: That 
neither of them had any other education, than could be had in 
that general ftate of defolation in which every thing was aban- 
doned, ~ Scavronfki parted from his fifter in his infancy, knew 
nothing more of hér, than that fhe was taken prifoner at Ma- 
rienbourg, in #704; and imagined fhe might he ftill with Prince 
Menzikoff, with whom fhe might have made her fortune, 


Prince Repnin, purfuant to the orders of the Czar, caufed 
Scavrontki to be brought to Riga, ‘under pretence of his:being 4 
criminal; a kind of information was made out againft him, and 
hws args. fentaader a guard to :Peterfburg, with orders that he 
S i be‘well treated during the journey. On his arrival at 

Le Ma begl , a Peterfburg, 
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Peterfburg, he was conducted to the houfe of an Officer, call. 

éd Shepleff; who, being inftructed in the part he was ta. 
act, drew from his prifoner fuch information as he wanted, 

about his former circumftances and condition; telling*him> at 

the fame time, that the accufation laid againft him at Rigay wag 

a very fetious affair; that he would do well, therefore, to pre- 

fent a‘petition to his Majefty; and that he would himfelf take. 
care he fhould have an opportunity of delivering it, ‘The nex 

day the Czar came to dine with Shepleff; when Scavronfki wag 

prefented tohim. The Monarch afked him feveral queftions 5 

and was convinced by the ingenuoufnefs of his replies, that he 

was really the brothér of the Czarina. Both had been in Livo-. 
nia during their infancy ; and the anfwers miade by Scavronfki 

to the queftions put to him by the Czar, were entirely confotm- 

able to what his wife had told him of her birth and misfortunes, 

The Czar, not doubting the ttuth, propofed, therefore, next day 
to the Emprefs, to go and dine with Shepleff: where, after 

dinner, he ordered the fame perfon to be brought before him, 

who was examiried the day before. He was introduced accord+ 

ingly, in the fame travelling garb in which he came to Peterf- 

burg; the Czar defiring he fhould appear in the condition ta 

which his ill-fortune had accuftomed him. He interrogated him 

again as before; and after his examination, addreffed the Cza- 
rina and faid, This man is your brother: then, turning to the 

prifoner, Come Charles, faid he, hi/s the hand of the Emprefs, and 
embrace your fifler. ‘The Author of this relation adds, that the 

Emprefs fainted away at the furprize ; and, when fhe recovered 

herfelf, the Czar faid; What is there ftrange in all this? This 

Gentleman is my brother-in-law; if he hath merit, we will do fome- 

thing for him; if he has not, we will. do nothing. Thus far 

proceeds the manufcript from which Mr. Voltaire fays, he hath 

taken the relation of this adventure. He tells us, however, 

from other information, that this Gentleman was created 4 

Count; that he married a young Lady of quality, and that he 

had two daughters, who were afterwards married to Noblemen 

of the firft rank in Ruffia. 


Our Author proceeds to give an account of the tranfa@tlons 
of the year 1712; the refignation of Staniflaus ; the intrigues. 
of Barott Goertz; the captivity of Charles the X[Ith; the in- 
vafion of Finland, and the tranfitory fuccefs of the cruel Steim- 
bock: the fame Steimbock, fays our Author, who after the de- 
feat of Pultowa, reveniged the Swedes upon the Dames, in an. 
irruption he made into their country, with fimple militia, pro- 
vided only with cords for bandeliers; who, neverthelefs, laying 
wafte all before them, were compleatly victorious. He was, 
- dike the other Generals of Charles, active andintrepid; but his 
Oo 3 >. valous 
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valour was fullied by cruelty. “This was he who, after a battle 
with the Ruffians, gave orders to kill the prifoners ; when fee- 
ing a Polifh Officer in the fervice of the Czar, kneeling at the 
ftirrup of King Staniflaus, and that Prince raifing him up to fave 
him; Steimbock fhot him dead, with a piftol, tho’ mm the arms of 
that Monarch; who, had it not been for the refpect and grati- 
tude he bore his Mafter, would, as he aflured our Author, have 
treated him in like manner for his cruelty. ‘This is the fame in- 
human Steimbock who burnt the town of Altena, in one night, 
to the ground ; leaving many of the inhabitants, harmlefs trad- 
ers and manufacturers, to perifh in the flames: and all this, if 
we believe Norberg, becaufe he had not cgrriages enough to 
catry off the plunder. 


- Our Hiftorian goes on to deferibe the ftate of Europe at the 
return of Charles the XIIth; to the farther illuftration of whofe 
character, he thinks, the following little anecdote may contri- 
bute. Almoft all the principal Officers of this Monarch being 
killed or wounded during the fiege of Stralfund, Baron de Rei- 
¢hel, fatigued with watching and hard duty, had laid himfelfé 
down on a bench, to take an hour’s fleep, when he was called 
to mount guard ontherampart. Rifing with reluctance, there- 
fore, he went to his poft, muttering curfes at the obftinacy of 
his King, and at fo much ufelefs and intolerable fatigue ; when 
Chailes overhearing him, ran after him, and taking his cloak, 
wrapt it round the Baron by main force, faying, You are tired, 
my dear Reichel, I have flept an hour, and am quite frefh; I will 
mount guard in your flead: go, and fleep awhile, and I will wake 
you when it is time. After which he left the Baron to fleep, and 
mounted guard on the rampart himfelf. 


Amidft the various digreffions of our Hiftorian, he fcarce ever 
Yofes fight of his Hero; who, being now at peace with the 
Turks, and akind of arbiter in the affairs of the North, ap- 
plied himfelf. ftrenuoufly to the improvement of his people and 
territorics. Inthe year 1716, he refolved on a new tour thro” 
Europe, though with a different defign to that with which he 
had undertaken the firft. In the former, he fought to inftruct 
himfelf in the mechanical arts; in the latter, he had a view to 
the political, and endeavoured to penetrate the fecrets of the 
Courts he vifited. He vifited Copenhagen, and thence went 
through Hamburgh, paffing down the Elbe to Holland: having 
taken an opportunity in his route, of an interview with the’ 
King of Pruffia, at the little town of Awerfburg. In Holland, 
he re-vifited the cottage at Sardam, where eighteen years before, 
he had learnt the art of fhip-building* ; which-cottage, how- 


ever, 


* This is not ftrifily true, if what hath been afferted in fome late 
difputes about the art of fhip-building'in Holland,- may be deperdeéd 
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ever, he now found converted into an agreeable and handfome. 


houfe ; called to this day after his name, Here the Czar, with 
his Emprefs, dined one day at the houfe of a rich Ship-carpenter, 
named Kalf, whofe fon was juft returned from France, and 
greatly entertained the Empetor and Czarina, fays our Authors 
with the adventures of his voyage and return. This young 
man had, it feems, been fent to Paris, where, agreeable to his 
father’s defire, he lived at an expence more fuitable to his for- 
tune than his education. Taking upon himfelf the name of the 
Marquis De Veau, he was introduced into the beft company, 
{upped with the Princefles, and played at the Dutchefs De Ber- 
ry’s; few foreigners, indeed, were more frequently or fplendid- 
ly entertained, than our young Marquis De Veau, the Ship- 
carpenter’s fon of Sardam. One of his young companions of 
quality invited himfelf, on his return, to pay him a vifit in Hol 
land: where he found him in a Ship-carperitet’s yard, with ant 
axe in his hand, and a Sailor’s jacket on his ts giving di- 
rections to his father’s workmen. . 


After a fhort ftay at the Hague, where the Czar had an oppor- 
tunity of getting fome information relative to the intrigues of 
Alberoni and De Goertz, who were plotting againft George the 
firft, in favour of Charles XII. and the Pretender; the Czar 
ict out for Paris; where he was received with all the politenefs 
of that nation, and the refpect due to his chara&ter. During 
his ftay at Paris, the Dodctors of the Sorbonne formed a defign 
of uniting the Greek and Latin Churches, which they propofed 
to this Monarch: butthey were little aware how far fuch a plan 
of re-union would interfere with the Czar’s political fyftem. He 
received their propofal, however, with politenefs ;. and actually 
wrote tothe Ruffian bifhogs about it; many of whom were not 
a little feandalized at fuch on overture. On his return. to Pe- 
terfburg, therefore, he thought it expedient to diffipate al] no- 
tions that might be entertained of his having thoughts of purfu- 
ing fucha project. It was to this end he inftituted, fome.time 
after, the burlefque feftival of the Conclave; having firlt ba- 
nifhed the Jefuits his Ringdom, in the year 1718. 


We come now to the moft ferious and equivocal part of this 
Emperor’s condu&, viz. his behaviour to his fon Alexis ; whom 
he condemned to death, and who is faid, by fome Hiftorians, 
to have fallen by his own hand. Mr. Woltaire, however, hath 


Oa, viz. that the Czar fhould fay to one of the Dutch Mafter-builders 
at Amfterdam, who told him he had learnt that art in Holland. Neen, 
neen, Ik heb bier hout te backen geleerd; maar de bouwkunft beb tk in. 
Engeland geleerd, No, no, I learnt to hew timber here, indeed; but 


~) 


I learst to build fhip: in England. 
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taken great pains to prove thofe Hiftorians miftaken; and to 
éxculpate his Hero from any finifter, or unjuft, proceedings in 
that affair. On the contrary, he reprefents him in the light of 
another Juntus Brutus, facrificing his fon for the good af his 
country. It appears, indeed, by all accounts, that this ill-ad- 
vifed and unhappy young man, was very unfit to fucceed to the 
throne of fuch a nation, juft emerged out of barbarifm, and 
hardly reconciled to thofe meafures which the amazing genius 
of Peter had ftruck out for its improvement. According to 
Mr. Voltaire’s own account of the matter, however, the con- 
duct of the Czar appears very inconfiftent and problematical. 
Alexis was evidently a weak, bigotted Prince, who liftened tow 
thuch to the bad advice given him by the Clergy, and others at- 
tached to his mother; who, for the hike difagreeable qualities, 
had been repudiated and fhut up in a cloifter. He was alfo im- 
prudent enough, at the inftance of thefe ill-advifers, to-leave 
His father’s dominions, and afk protection of the Emperor of 
Germany, as if his life had been in danger at home; a circum- 
flance fufficiently irritating, no doubt, to amanof Peter’s tem- 
per and difpofition. It appears, neverthelefs, that the Czar was 
perfectly fenfible of his fon’s weaknefs ; ; and that after all, he 
promifed to forgive him on his return. And yet the fon feems 
to have been guilty of no new crime afterwards, unlefs it be 
that of confefiing what he could hardly ever have been culpable 
of, or what none but an ideot or 2 madman would have confeff- 
ed, if he had. ‘The Czar proceeded, neverthelefs, on thofe 
confeffions, to carry matters to the utmoft extremity ; and, not- 
withftanding his public proteftations of paternal affection, and 
his fole regard to juftice, yet, when the Clergy, to whom he 
referred the cafe, gave him the faireft opening in the world, to 
temper juftice with mercy, he would not make ufe of it. Our 
Author quotes the latter part of the reply made by the Clergy on 
this occafion, as curtous and remarkable. ‘¢ If his Majefty, 
fay they, would punifh the delinquent according to his aétions, 
and in proportion to the meafure of his crimes, he hath before 
him the examples of the Old Teftament; if he is inclined to 
fhew mercy, he hath the example of Jefus Chrift himfelf, who 
received the repentant prodigal; who condemned not the wo- 
man taken in adultery, tho’ punifhable by the law; and who 
always preferred mercy to juftice ; he hath the example of Da- 
vid, who would have fpared Abfalom his fon and petfecutor : 
for his orders were to the Officers that went forth to fight, Spare 
Abfalem my fon: the father would, indeed, have fpared him; 
. but divine juftice {pared him not. The heart of the Czar is in 
the hands of God, and he will take that fide to which God fhall 
incline him.” 
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Tt is evident enough, as Mr. Voltaire obferves, that the Cler- 
By were inclined to mercy ; ; and, perhaps, this was one reafon 
why the Czar thought it the more neceflary to be ftrictly juft ; 
for though the former were greatly reduced, in comparifon of 
what they had been, yet they were not folow, probably, as the 
Czar withed to fee them; and yet they might be much lower » 
than they wifhed to be themfelves. The love of power is fo 
natural, that men cannot lofe it without regret, nor fee the hopes 
of regaining it without fome degree of complacency : it. 3s for 
the fame reafon allo, we are fo tenacious of ity.while it is in 
our poffefion. It is ro wonder the Clergy fhould look with a 
favourable eye on thofe failings, which athe probably prove, 
fome time or other, fo favourable: to themfelves ;. nor is it any 
wonder, that fo fhrewd and difcerning. a Monarch as Peter, 
fhould fee the danger of the too good underftanding that might 
hereafter fubfift between the advocates and the delinquent. Be 
this as it will, fentence was actually paffed oit the unhappy 
Alexis, who fell into convulfions on the occafion; fucceeded,. 
as our Author fays, by an apoplexy, which fpeedily carried him 
off ; and therefore his father did not behead him, as Lamberti, 
and others, have given out. It is true, that the ftory told by 
Lamberti, charging the Emprefs Catherirte with being thé infti- 
gator of the profecution and death of the Prince, is abfurd in. 
many circumftances. ‘I'he expedient of having ‘his head, after 
it was cut off by the Czar, fo nicely fitted on again, as to be 
imperceptible, is too improbable to gain credit: at the fame 
time, however, it cannot but appear a little furprizing to the 
reft of Europe, that when a Czar is dethroned by his wife, or 
a Czarowitz difinherited by his father, they fhould be fo com- 
plaifant.as to expire opportunely to fave the executioner the la- 
bour. Matters of this nature will probably be never fully clear- 
ed up, till that great day when the fecrets of all hearts fhall be 
opened, and the motives to every action difclofed. In the mean 
time, the more we look into Hiftory, the more are we tempted to 
confider it, with a certain celebrated Writer, as a chain of pro- 
bable fables. The moft authentic pieces, as they are called, are. 
frequently to be moft fufpe€ted of partiality ; and as for other in- 
formation, the following is an inftance on what vague and fuf- 
piniows reports Hiftortans too frequently rely. Lamberti relates, 
that ** the Czar, having beheaded his fon Alexis with his own hand, 
and the infant fon of the Czarina dying foop after, was greatly 
concerned, and difpleafed at the want of a fucceflor. . That he 


was im ormed alfo, about the fame time, of the fecret and un- . 
Laveful jr ‘rigues of the Emprefs with Prince Menzikoff. All 
this, , joined to the reflections that the Czarina had been 
f d rumental in the facrifice he had made of his eldeit 
fon, promo «him to the defign of fhutting her up in a con- 
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vent, as hé had done his former wife, who was ftill confined 
there. Now, the Czar, being accuftomed always to write down 
his thoughts, committed to his tablets his intention concerning 
the Czarina; who, being in fee with the pages, difcovered and 
impatted it to Menzikoft in confequence of which difcovery, 
the Czar was taken ill a day or two afterwards, and died imme- 
diately. This illnefs was imputed to poifon, as it was mani- 
feftly fo fudden and violent, that it could not proceed from any 
other caufe.” 


On thefe ftories our Author thinks it his duty to obferve, that 
Lamberti was furnifhed with thefe ftrange anecdotes by a per- 
fon, who, tho’ born in Ruffia, was not of Ruffian extraction, 
nor refided in the country at the time of the Prince’s death, hav- 
ing been abfent many years. ‘* } formerly, fays Mr. Voltaires 
knew this perfon, who had feen and converfed with Lamberti, in 
the little town of Nyon, whither the latter had retired. I have 
myfelf been there often; and the fame man aflured me, that he 
{poke to Lamberti only of the reports curfent at that time.”— 
Mighty pretty materials truely, on which to found or contradict 
fuch important articles in hiftory! For with deference to our 
Author, we think the authority of the Informant might have 
been equally fufpicious, had he even been of a Ruffian family, 
and refided on the fpot at the time of the cataftrophe in queftion, 
Would Mr. Voltaire implicitly adopt the relation that might be 


made him by an Englifhman, born and refiding in England, of — 


any fact of public, or even private, concern, in this country? 
Certainly he would be a little more cautious. With regard to 
the ftory of the page and the tablets, indeed, it carries its own 
confutation with it; as no man in the world could think it ne- 
ceflary to make a memorandum of fuch a nature. Add to this, 
continues our Author, that it is natural to think, if the Czarina 
Catherine had poifoned her hufband, fhe would have been guilty 
of other crimes; but this Emprefs was uniiverfally remarkable 
for fweetnefs of manners, and gentlenefs of difpofition; and 
had never been reproached for any other inflance of cruelty, un- 
lefs, indeed, for the poifoning of her fon-in-taw Alexis ; which 
hath been falfely given out by other Hiftorians. There is little 
likelihood, however, that Alexis either had his head cut off by 
his father, or was poifoned by his mother-in-law: the one ftory 
feeming, in a preat degree, to invalidate the other. That this 
unhappy young Prince was poifoned by fomebody, neverthelefs, 
appears itill a very probable circumftance, even from our Au- 
thor’s own account of his death. On which fubjeét we cannot 
omit a fhort fpecimen of Mr. Voltaire’s wonderful fhrewdnefs 
and fagacity in making hiftorical reflections. Having told us, 
that the Czarowitz received the Extreme Unction, and expired 
in 
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in the prefence of the whole court; he afks how it.could poflir. 
bly be true, that the Czar had cut off his head? What! fays 
he, had he no head when the oil was poured upon that, head. it- 
felf? Or, whattime could they have to few on the head, when, 
the Prince was not left a moment alone, from the time of read- 
ing his fentence, to hisdeath? It is to be obferved here, that our. 
Author reafons upon facts, which it is pofible thofe who are of 
a contrary opinion, will not take for granted, and which may 
require firft to be proved themfelves, before they will be ad- 
mitted to prove any thing. Excufing him the petitia prin- 
cipii, however, his argument is juft enough; they could not 
pour oil ona man’s head, whohad no head. He confefles, that 
it is very fingular for a young man fuddenly to-expire, at only 
hearing a fentence pronounced againft him, a {entence too that 
he expected ; but, fays he, the Phyficians admit the thing te be: 
poflible. Mere poffibility, however, ought, tn our opinion, to 
have little weight with an impartial Hiftorian,, when probability 
is againft it. How far this prevails in the prefent cafe, the world 
will judge. The next plea Mr. Voltaire offers, in favour of the 
Czar, carries more weight. If the Emperor, fays he, had 
really poifoned his fon, he would have loft the fruit of all the 
pains he had taken, in that fatal procefs, to convince alJ Europe 
of his right to pumifh the delinquent: the motives forcondem- 
nation would have been rendered fufpicious, and the Czar him- 
felf ftood univerfally condemned... If he had defired the death 
of his fon, he would have executed the fentence immediately, 
which he had the abfolute power to do. Could a. prudent 
Monarch, on whom the eyes of all the world were fixed, 
refolve meanly to poifon a criminal who ought, torfall by the 
fword of public juftice? Could he refolve to; fain his cha- 
racter to the lateft pofterity, with the name of parricide, when 
he might fo eafily have appeared at the worft, only as too fevere 
a Judge. 


Before we difmifs the ftory of this young Prince, we fhall 
quote another paflage from. our,Author, wherein: a. ludicrous ac- 
count, is given of the religious cabal, by whofe folly he was fink 
induced to leave his father’s empire, in, hopes of a¢quiring-the 
fucceflion by indirect means, A number of Eccleftaftics, at- 
tached to their ancient barbarifm, and ftill more to that autho- 
rity which they loft, in propartion.as the nation, was enlighten- 
ed, grew impatient for the reign,of Alexis; whohad promifed, 
them to reftore that ftate of-barbarity in which they fo much- 
delighted. Of this number was Doritheus, Bifhop of Roftou,. 
who pretended, to have had_a revelation from St. Demetrius: 
This. Saint, he affirmed, had appeared to him, and had affured. 
him, on the part of. God Almighty, that the Czar had but three 
months longer to live; that Eudocia, then confined’ in the con- 
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vent of Sufdal, under the name of Helena, with the Princefs 
Mary, fifter to the Czar, fhould afcend the throne, and reign 
conjointly with his fon Alexis. Eudocia and Mary were weak 
enough to believe in this impofture, and were fo far perfuaded 
of its veracity, that Helena quitted her religious habit, and re- 
fumed the name of Eudocia; infifting on being treated as Em- 
prefs, and ordering the name of her rival Catherine to be omit- 
ted in the public prayers of the church. The Treafurer of the 
convent objecting againft this behaviour, Eudocia haughtily re- 
plied, that as Peter had punifhed the Strelitzes who had infulted 
his mother, fo would her fon Alexis chaftife every one that 
fhould affront her. She ordered the Tréafurer accordingly to 
be confined to his cell, and an officer named Glebo, to be in- 
troduced intotheconvent. This officer Eudocia made ufe of as 
the inftrument to effe& her defigns, attaching him to her feryice 

perfonal favours. Glebo foon fpread through the town of 
Sufdal, and its neighbouring country, the prediction of Dori- 
theus. The three months being elapfed, Eudocia reproached 
the Bifhop, that the Czar was ftill alive. True, replied Dori- 
theus, the fins of my father, who is in Purgatory, and has ad- 
vifed me of his fituation, prevent the accomplifhment of the 
predi@tion: On this, Eudocia ordered a thoufand maffes to be 
faid for the foul of the deceafed ; which the Bifhop told her 
would certainly have the effect. Accordingly, about a month 
after, he came to acquaint her, that his father had already got 
his head out of Purgatory; in a month after that, he had got 
out as far as the waift; and in fome time longer, ftuck only by 
the feet.. To difengage his heels, however, was the grand dif- 
ficulty; and, when this fhould be effected, the Czar would 
moft infallibly die. In the mean time the Princefs Mary had 
f{urrendered herfelf to the Bifhop, as Eudocia had doné to Glebo, 
on condition that the Prophet’s father fhould immediately be got 
out of Purgatory, and the prediction be fulfilled. It was on the 
faith of thefe predictions, that Alexis proceeded fuch lengths in 
contumacy to his father. Adifcovery, however, being made of 
this fcandalous and fuperftitious intrigue, Doritheus and Glebo 
were arrefted ; and the letters of the Princefs Mary to the form- 
ery and of Eudocia to the latter, read publicly to the Senate. 
‘Fhe Czarina and the Princes were afterwards confined in fepa- 
rate convents ; while Doritheus, Glebo, and other accomplices, 
as well as thofe who were privy to the evafion of Alexis, were 
put to the queftion; his Confeflor, Governor, and Mafter of 
his houfhold, all expiring under the torture. 


It is admirable, as our Author obferves, that during the agi- 


tation which fo horrible a cataftrophe muft occafion, the attention. 


of Peterswas never diverted from thofe objects which tended to 


ths. 
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the political happinefs of his people. Of this, his various re- 


‘sulations and improvements in the commerce, laws, and religion . 


‘of his country,’ are remarkable proofs. Mr. Voltaire confiders 
thefe feveral fubjeéts apart, in his ufual curfory way; after 
which he goes on to give an account of the negociation of 
Aland, the death of Charles XII. and the peace of Neuftadt. 
He then gives a relation of the fubfequent revolutions in Perfia ; 
finifhing his work with an account of the coronation of Cathe- 
rine, the death of Peter, and the manner in which the former 
fucceeded to the Crown of Ruffia. ° | 


But, having extended this article toa confiderablelength, we 
fhall here lay down this volume: having only to obferve farther, 
‘that the Author hath annexed to his hiftory, three original pa~ 
pers, printed’ from the tranflations made by the exprefs order of 
Peter; being the fentence pafled on Alexis; the treaty of the 
peace at Neuftadt; and the ordinance of the Czar for the coro- 
nation of the Emprefs Catherine, 





gs s . ~~ 


Obfervations fur les Scavans Incredules, et fur quelque-uns de leurs 
—ecrits.” Par F.F. De Luc. v0, Geneva. 


Remarks on learned Infidels, and on fome of their Writings. 


T is now many years fince the well-meaning and refpectable 

Author of this performance, took up the pen againft the 
Sceptics and Infidels of his time; one of his earlieft attacks be- 
ing made upon the célebrated Writer of the Fable of the Bees. 
His criticifm on that piece was printed about fixteen years ago, 
and is incorporated with propriety in the prefent work ;> which 
is defigned as a general reply to what has -been advanced by the 
principal Writers on the fide of Infidelity. Mr, De Luc is,»in- 
deed, by no means a match, either in fcience or literature, for 
fome of thofe Goliahs, whom he hath, neverthelefs, ventured 
to encounter: the fpirit, however, which hath animated him 
to engage with thefe Philiftines, is fo very commendable, and 
his behaviour to the enemy fo fzir and candid, that whether.his 
performance may Command fuccefs or not, it is certain it fully 
deferves it. RTH ONTO NIE Oe. 1 


@ur Author fets qut with obferving, that to every one whe 
enters on the examination ‘of the facred writings with a fuit- 
able difpofition, the djvine infpiration of thems hecdmes daily 
more and more evident. He then confiders the caufes of that 
contempt in which the Pagans held the Hebrews; and infers, 
that thofe very caufes prove the divine infpiration of the’ Old 
Teftament. On this occafion he takes an o, portunity to ao 
en ye ed i Pipe . | ure 
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fure the miftakes of the Authors of Les Meurs* and Les Pene 
fees Philofophiques. he latter of thefe ingenious Writers had 
cenfured the fuppofed abfurdity of putting queftions to children, 
learning their catechif{m, which are with difficulty anfwered by 
the moft profound Philofophers. For inftance, Quwe/-ce que 
Dieu? queftion qu’on fait aux enfans, & a laquelle les Philofophes 
ont bien de la peine a repondre. On this paflage our Author re- 
marks, that the queftion here put to children, is not in expecta- 
tion of an anfwer to it from them, but only as a leading propo- 
fition, in the folution of which we inftruct them betimes in thofe 
truths which God hath revealed in his word, relating to himfelf, 
It is neceflary, therefore, to make a diftinction between the fitua- 
tion of Chriftians, who are fo happy as to poflefs a divine reve- 
lation, and the circumftances of mankind in general before the 
coming of the Meffiah. The pagan Philofophers, bewildered 
in the labyrinth of Polytheifm, had loft that fimplicity of ideas, 
originally given them by the Creator, of his nature and exift- 
ence; in fo much that Simonides, one of the wifeft among them, 
was f6 embarraffed by the queftion, What is Ged? that, after 
meditating a confiderable while, he very frankly declared, he 
could not anfwer it. In thofe times, I confefs, fays our Au- 
thor, it had been abfutd to put fuch a queftion to children as 
their greateft Philofophers could not refolve; but children pro- 
perly educated in the principles of Chriftianity, have, by means 
of the Scriptures, the fame advantage in this refpect over Simo- 
nides, as‘a Kefinec’s apprentice hath over Archimedes in making 
an effay of metals. ‘The circumfpection of Simonides, in a point 
of this importance, gives reafon alfo to think, that the greateft 
Philofophers among the Heathens, deduced from the Hebrews 
their fineft fentiments of the Divinity. Hence Mr. De Luc in- 
fers, that'it is effentially neceflary to inftruct our children early, 
in thofe adorable perfections of the Deity, which are revealed 
to-us in'the Scriptures: concluding, that if the young Hotten- 
toty fpoken of by Rouffeau, had been really educated in fuch a 
chriftian-like manner, he would never have left his Patron, 
Vanderftel, to rejoin his compatriot brutes of the Cape. 


There is one objeStion, however, to the very early attempts 
to‘inftruct children, in principles of fuch importance, to which 
our Author hath ‘not fully yeplied ; and this is what Mr, 
Rouffeay hath pretty largely expatiated on, in his Treatife on 
Education, viz. the impoffibility of making them underftand 
what is faid to'them ; in confequence of which they get by rote 


* Mr. Touffaint. This Gentleman, however, hath fince made an 
apolopy for ‘all the paffages in this work, which feem to favour Scep- 
ticifm. See the foreign Articles in the Review for March, 1763. 
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a form of words, of which they never afterwards give themfelves 

the trouble to acquire the meaning. No valid objeétion, in- 

deed, can poffibly: be made againft inftruéting Chriftian children 

jn the truths contained in the facred wooiiaage ; but the grand 

queftion, is whether they are, or can be, really inftructed in thefe 

truths before the underftanding arrives to a certain degree of 

maturity. Both the Author of Penfées Philofophiques and 

of Emilius, may poflibly. carry their objeétion too far; but there 

is certainly fome difficulty in it, which we fhould be glad to fee 
fairly obviated by the Champions of the Chriftian caufe. 


Our Author proceeds to confider fome other reflections of the 
fame Writer; after which he attacks Mr. Voltaire, in regard to 
‘what that celebrated Hiftorian had advanced in his Mélanges de 
Litterature, &c. onthe fubjet’ of the-apoftate Julian. b his 
obfervations-on this head, Mr. De Luc hath certainly detected 
this inaccurate Genius in ‘fome little inconfiftencies and hiftori- 
cal miftakes ; the character of Julian, however, is very far from 
being cleared up; in fo fatisfactory a manner as could be wifhed. 
It is, indeed, very probable, that, be the fagts related of. this 
Prince as they will, he was neither fo bad, nor fo good a man 
as his enemies and friends would reprefent him. But this is ever 
the cafe with perfonal characters, when they are once made the 
fubjeét of party difputes “Thus, when Mr. Voltaire reprefents Ju- 
lian as /e premier des hommes, ou du moins pour le fecond, and as le: 
modéle des Rots, we cannothelp fufpecting, that afpirit of oppo- 
fition to thofe who ftigmatize him asthe worft of .Princes, and 
moft. impious of human Beings, may have carried him beyond 
the bounds of truth and moderation, Be this as it may, Mr. 
Voltaire would have had better pretenfions to credit, had he pro- 
ceeded to fhew the inconfiftency of the Hiftorians in relating the 
fa&s charged on this Emperor, and not contented himfelf with 
merely aflerting the improbability of thofe facts, from their in- 
codbhhenty with the character he himfelf firft conceives of his 


Hero. On the whole, this part of our it Author’ S performance i is; 
well worthy of perufal. . 


After fome farther obfervatjons on the Penfeés Philofophiques, 
Mr. De Luc takes into confideration fome exceptionable paflages 
jn the famous Sermon of Rabin Akib; pretended. to be written: 
by a Jew, on occafion of the Autos de fé, inhumanly celebrated. 
5 Lifbon; and calculated, among other views, to invalidate: 
the teftimony which the atual difperfion of the Jews evidently 
offers in favour of Chriftianity. ‘He next confiders: the affinity 
between natural religion, as ‘dictated by reafon, and revealed re~ 
ligion as. deduced from the facred Scriptures. ‘The Author 
of Les Penfées Philofophiques, fays he, mifapplies that fuggef- 
tion of feicesoy ViZs gh what all will allow to merit the ro 
i 3 place 
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place, fhould be ranked in the firft. Thus, addreffing himfelf 
to a Chinefe, he afks, ** What religion he [the Chinefe] con- 
ceives to be the beft, next to his own ?——T he anfwer iS, na- 
tural religion. Again, repeating the queftion to the Muffelman, 
he makes the like anfwer. To the Chriftians, he fays, what re- 
ligion mutt be true, if Chriftianity be not fo? They anfwer, 
that of the Jews. But tothe Jews, what can be the true reli- 
gion, if Judaifm be falfe?—Naturalifm. In this manner natu- 
ral religion is admitted by univerfal confent.” 


To expofe the fophitry contained in this thought, fays Mr. 


De Luc, .it is necefiary to diftinguifh two kinds of natural reli- 
gion; the one, that of the world, introduced by human igno- 
rance and depravity ; and the other, that which we derive by a pro- 
per.ufe of our reafon, from God, and which is conformable to 
revelation. The Reflectors arguments, therefore, reft, fays he, 
on a fallacious foundation. -Chriftianity differs, indeed, from 
that corrupt fpecies of natural religion, which it is profeffedly 
calculated to eradicate from the heart of man; but at the fame 
time it is itfelf inftituted to re-cftablifh the true natural religion in 
allits purity. Chriftianity, therefore, fhould have the firft place, 
were it for no other reafon than that it is really natural religion 
carried to its higheft degree of perfection and purity. The man- 
ner in which our Author illuftrates this affinity. between natural 
and revealed religion, is fo fimple and plaufible, that we cannot 
pafs itover without quoting a paflage or two, for the fatisfaction 


of the Reader. 


“¢ Reafon is the moft excellent of all the faculties with which 
the Creator hath exclufively endued the human mind. When 
duly cultivated, therefore, it is the torch which lights him to 
take a profpect of the univerfe, and in the contemplation of it, 
to difcover the fupreme Author of his exiftence, and of all the 


bleffings attending fo ineftimable a gift. This difcovery, how- ° 


ever circumfcribed and limited, ought naturally to induce man- 
kind to pay their Creator and Benefaétor, all that homage which 
is fo juftly his due. Now it is, in the payment of that adora- 
tion we owe to the Supreme Being; in our affiduity to receive 


with gratitude his abundant mercies; in our {tri&t obfervation of 


tiat law which is the foundation of all morality, Do unto others 


as you would have them da unto you, that confifts the real natural | 


religion which comes to us from God, by the‘ way of reafon, 
independent of revelation: But the unhappy prevalence which 


the greater part of mankind have permitted their irregular pafi- » 


os to gain over their reafon, having vitiated and depraved it, it 
became 'abfolutely neceflary for God to declare his will, in a man- 
yer independent of their corrupt underftandings. This has been 
effected by the miflion of Jefus Chrift into -the world, who, 


both . 


eee rae aera ene —~e eENREOr: 











= en — 

















De Luc’s Remarks on learned Infidels. 568 


both by precept and example, hath eftablifhed natural religion 
to fuch a degree of evidence, that if reafon may in this refpeét 
be called a torch to light thofe who properly cultivate it, the Gof- 
pel may be denominated a fun to enlighten all fuch as ftudy it 
with fincerity and humility of heart. There is no difference 
between them but in their degrce of illumination. Thus, 
fhould a man, for example, behold the various objects around 
him, by the help of a torch at midnight, will lie find them to 
be different at the rifing of the fun? Not at all; the vaft ad- 
dition of light will only enable him to behold them more clearly 
and diftinct, and will difcover others beyond the feeble rays of 
his artificial meteor. Such is the affinity and refemblance be- 
tween that natural religion which the Deity communicates to us 
by reaion, and that which he hath revealed to us in the Scrip- 
tures. ‘They cannot, therefore, be contradictory to each other, 
becaufe there is in effect no difference, and there is but one God 
from which they are both derived.” 


Our worthy Author accordingly procceds to refute forme dan- 
gerous fophifms, as he callsthem, which are advanced ina work 
entitled La Religion effntielle; the Author of which afferts, that 
the authority of the Scriptures cannot be pleaded againft the 
common and univerfal principles of nature. In reply to this, 
however, Mr. De Luc obferves, that if the Author means, in- 
deed, the firft principles of all human knowlege, fuch as, no- 
thing can produce nothing, the whole 1s greater than a part, every 
effec? muft have its cauje, no Chriftian Philofopher will difpute 
with him; but that moft of the propofitions which he Jays down 
as univerfal principles, are delufive or arbitrary; his, argument 
being defective from a petitio principi:, which renders it void and 
inconclufive. Our Author’s refutations, however, of this Wri- 
ter, are rather plaufible than convincing: it were, indeed, a 
matterpiece of cafuiftry, to reconcile, ina very fatisfactory man- 
ner, to our underftanding, the will of the Deity operating in- 
effeCtually to the falvation of finners, and that of the creature 
operating effectually fo its damnation. The fame difficulty re- 
mains alfo, with the infinite, and yet ineffectual, fatisfaction of 
imputed righteoufnefs. 


Mr. De Luc is alfo as little fortunate in his attempts fo dif- 
prove the affertion of Mandeville, that; with regard to religion, 
the moft knowing and civilized part of every nation have always 
the leaft. This aflertion our Author treats as notorioufly falfe 
and fcandalous ; equally derogatory from the honour of religion 
and fcience. it feems tous, however, to differ little, in feet, 
from the declaration of alate eminent Bifhop* of the @ftablifhed 


* Clogher. See the Dedication to his Effay on Spirit. 
APPEND. —_ church 3 
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church; who fays, ‘* Whatever country you go into, Iet the 
religion be what it will, the ignorant and unthinking part there- 
of are always the moft orthodox.” Mr. De Luc, undertakes, 
neverthelefs, to fhew the falichood of fuch infinuations, and 
enumerates feveral great names, that have made a diftinguifhed 
fizure in literature and {cience, and yet have been ranged on the 
fide of orthodoxy. Among thefe we find the celebrated Leib- 
nitz ranked, with very little propriety, among a number of able 
and finecre Defenders of Chrittianity. That Mr. Leibnitz, 
however, wasa man of that ftamp, we cannot readily be brought 
to believe, ‘notwith{tanding the pains our Author hath taken to 
wipe off the calumny, as he calls it, which his enemies have 
thrown out againit bin. Lethuitz glaubt nitz, or, Leibnitz is 
an errant Sceptic, has been too long a common proverb in Ger- 
many, for Mr. De Luc to eradicate its effeAs. There is nothing, 
fays he, in the pre-cfablifhed harmony of this great Philofo- 
pier, or in his fyftem of Monades, inconfiftent with the per- 
feftions of God, or the free-agency of man. From what he 
hath advanced, therefore, in his Theodicee, and the external 
miiks of affent that Philofopher o cafionally gave to the difci- 
pline and doctrines of Chriftianity, he fets him down for one of 
its firmeftchampions. We fhall not controvert the fact Mr. De 
Luc advances on this head, nor enter particularly into the ortho- 
doxy of Leibnitz’s philofophy ; we will take upon us to affirm, 
however, that if he were really an orthodox Chriftian, he was 
a moft inconfiftent character, or rather a man of no character at 
all, and therefore, one whofe fuffrage can be of no fervice to the 
caufe itis brought to fupport. Indeed, after all, we wonder 
our Author fhould lay fo great a ftrefs on an argument that can 
certainly have but little force with thofe, who believe, that 
** God hath chofen the foolifh things of this world to confound 
the wife.” | 


Mr. De Luc, throws out next fome few remarks on the phi- 
lofophical Letter on Phyfiognomies, and Mr. Pope’s Effay on 
Man; after which he proceeds to maul poor Dela Mettrie, Au- 
thor of, Man a Machine; concluding with fome very juft re- 
flections on a work entitled, Les Principes de la Philofophie Mo- 
rale, taken chiefly from my Lord Shaftfbury. 


On the whole, we can recommend this work, as a well- 
chofen and inftructive colle&tion of facts and arguments, tend- 
ing to the fupport of Chriftianity, againft the attacks ufually 
made onit by the common herd of Sceptics and. pretended l’ree- 


Thinkers. 
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Poetique Franccife. Or, 


A Treatife on French Poetry. By Mr. Marmontel. 8vo. 
2 vols. Paris. 


T hath been Fequendty objected to the Legiflators of Criti- 
| cifm, that, while they have been macgifterially dictating their 
rules and inftitutions, they have. been totally deftitute of that 
genius by which only thofe rules could be put in practice, and 
for the guidance of which they obtruded fuch elaborate diflerta- 
tions on the public. Hence it is, that occafion hath been taken 
to cenfure the Dictators in their turn, and to appeal from the 
laws and jurifdiction of fuch incompetent Judges. ‘hus, the 
Poet and Critic, who was equally a Mafier and a Judge of poe. 
tical compofition, exprefies himfelf in the following couplet; 

Let thofe teach others who themfelves excel, 
And cenfure freely who have written well. 


On thefe pretenfions our ingenious Author hath an undoubted 
right to take his place among the Dictators and Judges of French 
literature. Mr. Marmontel, who isa native of the South of 
France, difplayed the firft efforts of his poetic g genius in Touloufe, 
where he obtained more than once the academic prize. Thus, 
honoured by his compofitions, his afpiring difpofition, the fre- 
guent concomitant of merit, led him to Paris, where he foon 
acquired the confidence and efteem of Mr. Voltaire; who 
adopted him into his poetic family. Under the patronage and 
tuition of fo great a Mafter, it is no wonder our ‘young Adven- 


turer fhould make confiderable improvemen t: e diftinguifh: ‘d 
himfelf, indeed, very foon among the foremo ie of the Voltaire 


fchool. His tragedy of Ariftomané got him great reputation ; 
and feveral other ingenious performances | have been publifhed by 
him with fuccefs. initiated fo happily into the myfteries of his 
art, and fo juftly encouraged by public approbation, the tafk in 
which he is here engaged, appears in every refpect fo well adapt- 
ed to his abi'ities, that we fhould have been furprized, had he 
failed in the execution of it. It is to be ob! erved. however, 
that this is not fo much a treatife _ of poctry in general, as of 
French poetry in particular; a diftinciion very neceflary forthe 
Reader to make, if he would not be difappointed in the perufal 


of this performance. 


In the firft volume, our ingenious Critic treats of poetry in 
general; of the talents of a Poet; of his ftudies; of a pveti- 
| cal ftyle 3 of images and colouring; of the harmony of ftyle 5 
of the mechanilin of verfification; of invention ; of choice in 
imitation ;_ of probability, and the marvellous: on all which 
lubjeSts, this agreeable and judicious Writer hath felected the 
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beft obfervations of his predeceflors, which he hath confirmed, | 
or i'luftiated, by his own. 


In the fecond volume, he treats of the feveral forms of poe- 

tical compofition: of tragedy; of the epopea; of the ode; 

. of comedy ; faile ; the eclogue ; elezy ; of didactic poetry ; and 
of fizurative pieces. 


In the chapter-of tragedy, our ingen’ous Author makes fome 
judicious reficCtions on the dramatic Unities, as they are called, 
and particularly confiders the objection made by M. Dacier, to 
the action of the moderndrama. ‘* Les ations, faid tinat cele- 
brated Critic, de nos tragedies ne font pre{que plus des ations 
vifibles; qu’elles fe pafient la p'upart dansdes chambres etdes A 
cabinets; que les fpectateurs n’y doivent pas p!us entrer que le 
Cheeur; et qu'il n’eft pas naturel que les Bourg: ‘ois de Paris 
voyent ce qui fe pafie dans les cabinets des Princes.” Mr, Mar- 


> S&S 


to 
montel obviates the force of this objectic n, by obferving, that tiy 
the fpectator is prefent at the fcene of action only in idea ; 3 and | x 


that it was full as natural for a Citizen of Athens to fit in the | ha 
theatre of Bacchus, and fee what paffed in the clofets of hisfel- | the 
Jow Citizens, as to fee what was doing under the wails of Troy. | pai 
If there is no abfurdity in being tranfported from Paris tothe | fe 
Capitol, at the beginning of the firft act, there is furely ftilllefs = ™ 
in being carried from the Capital to Brutus’s palace, during the ) ™ 
interval between the firft and fecond. But the fpetator is al- 

ways fuppofed to be ideally, and not perfonally, prefent; hence | 
the impropriety of the aciors addrefling the audience. And yet, ! 
if the fpeclators were prefent, they would be alfo vifible, and it | | 
would be not only natural for the actor occafionally to addrefs 
them, but it would be abfurd for him to fpeak and a& as if no- Jed 











body was by. Itis to be fuppofed, therefore, that the actors rn 
thcmfelves only are witnefles of the action. 
But we have not room to make any farther quotations from Ar 
this ingenious work; which, tho’ it be more peculiarly adapted f 
to the “natives of Reber. than to thofe of any other country 5 { 
and is, on the whole, rather too diffufe for a didactic perform- | 3 
ance, abounds with a variety of pertinent and fenfitle remarks | y 
“Ompoetical fubiecs. to h 
| nov, 
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Lately Publifhed. um 
Art. 1. Elen mens de Geometrie, contenant les Six Premiers Livres or 
D’ Eviclide, mis dans un nouvel Ordre, et a la portee de la Seunef: 
fous les Direétions de M4. Le Pr rife, leur Koenig, " qupraduttt de I’on- ‘Art. 
zieme et douzicme Livre, par ‘7. “f. Bla fere. Or, : 
4 The 
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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 


565 
The Six firft Books of Euclid’s Elements, difpofed and illuftrat- 
ed ina Manner entirely new, for the Ufe of Students, un- 
der the DireGions of Profeffor Koenig. ‘To which are added, 
the cleventh and twelfth Books, by J. J. Blaffiere. gto, 


Printed for Van Os at the Hague, and imported by Becket 
and De Hondt. 1762. 


HIS edition of Euclid hath a great advantage over moft others, 
in the difpofition of the fever: a parts of the. fubje&, references. 
&c, ‘ihe ficures alfo, being conftantly printed on the page, and re- 
peated as often as} require ed, oreatly 2 affift the Learner in comprehending 


. the feveral propoftion» illultrated thereby. 


Art. 2. Effai fur la Pefanteur. Par M. L**. Or, An FE ffay 
oa Gravity. 12mo. Dijon. 1762. 


When Galileo, and the ref of the modern Hts hy undertook 
to difprove the not‘on of Ar:ftotle and the antients refpe&ting the pofi- 


tive levity of bodies, they certainly forgot the brains of a Frenchman; 


atleaft, if they would no: admit thele to be pofitively light, they would 
have been horribly puzzled to have found a lighter mediam in which 
they would ‘gravitate. And that we cannot be much mittaken in this 
particular, is cert in, if the effect produced be fuppofed to partake of 
the nature of the producing caufe; for, of ail the arguments contained 
in this performance, on the weight of bodies, we do not finda fingle 
one of them of any weight at all. 


Art. 3. Effai fur les Bois de Charpente, Sc. Or, An Effay on 
the Nature and Duration of ‘Timber employed in Building. 
By the Society of Architects at Paris. r2mo. 1763. 


This work, which confifts only of 120 pages,» appears to be a ver 
judicious and useful performance; being calculated to inftruét Carpen- 
ters and others, ia the choice and preparation of fuch timber as is be 
adapted to the parpefes of building. 


Art. 4. inffituticones Philofophice in novam Methodum Digefle, Su- 
tore M, Po L, RJ, 8, P, 8, P, N,N, E, A, MU, L, V, S. 
Or, Philofophical Inftitutions, digefted in a Method entirely 
new. By Mr. P, L, BR, &c. ramo. 3vols. Paris, 1762. 


Who this philofophical Inftitutor is, with a troop of initials tacked 
to his tail, we are not properly informed; but that he is as great a Re- 





/novator, as an Innovator im philofophy, may be gathered from his 
—-s the dofirine of innate ideas. in contraci¢tion to Ariftotle, 


< |G affendi, and Locke. Plurime furt ergo isee qua ortum non habent a 


jure 5 


Pine 





nfthas, ac proinde graviter poff ari totelea erravit Gaffendus, contrari- 
wm propugnon o.—There feems to be a fine forward crop of Philofo- 
phers growing up on the continent, if they are not timely nipt in 


cune(f? the bud. 


jArt 5. Hiftoire Abregie des Infeftes, qui fe trowvent aux Environs 
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de Paris. Or, A concife Hiftory of the Infed&s to be found 


near Paris. ato. 2 vols. 1762. 


In this hiftory the feveral InfeXs are arranged in methodical order ; 
the principal of them being delineated on copper-plates, amounting to 
the number of twenty two, which ferve to illuitrate and embeliith the 
work. Itis written by a young Phyfician of fome note, who, in his 
botanical refearches, did not confine himielf mer.ly to plants, b t made 


the feveral infects he met with, an equal object of his curiofity and — 


attention. 


Art. 6. Effai fur ? Horlogerie. Or, A Treatife on Clock-work, 
in all its Branches. By Ferdinand Berthoud, Clock-maker at 
Paris. 4to.: 2 vols. 1763. 


The ingen‘ous and ingenuous Artif who ts the Author of this work, 
is already well known io the learned world, by feveral articles written 
by him on the like fubject in the Encyclopedie; as alfo by a little trea. 
tife, publifhed fome time ago, entitled, the Art of regulating Clocks 
and Watches. ‘The prefent, is a much more elaborate performance, 
and hath colt him near ten years in the compofition; containing an 
accurate account of the feveral obfervations and experiments he hath 
made ia the exerciie of his art. 


Art. 7. Foannis Thesdori Eller, M.D. &c.  Obfervationes de 
cognofccndis et curandis morbis, prefertim acutis. ry Obferva- 
tions on the Knowlege and Cure of Difeafes, particularly of 
acute Diféafes.’ By Mr. Eller. 8vo. 1762. 


The charafter of the late Mr. Eller of Berlin is fo well known among 
the Gentlemen of the Faculty, that it would be needlefs to give this 
work any father recymmendation, than to inform the public, we are 
well afiured .t is really the production of that judicious Author. 


Art. 8. Sermo Acadeniieus, de errcribus Medicorum fua utilitate 
non Garentibus. Or, An academical Difcourfe on the Utility 
of the Miftakes of Phyticians. 4to. Groningen, 1762. 


‘This remarkable oration was made to the univerfity of Groningen, 
by Mr. Profeffer Van Doeveren, Keétor of that univerfity, on refigning 
his office for the paft year. ‘Ihe points principally infifted on in this 
difcourfe, are four, The firll is, that the overfights of Phyficians in the 
treatinent of their patients, may contribute to their cute. Secondly, 
that both the fick, and the art of medicine itfelf, have deduced great 
advantages fom the ingenucus confeflion of the blunders of Phyficians ; 
as well during the life, as after the death of the patient. ‘lhirdly, that 
-the obtiinacy of iome Phyficians to maintain erroneous opinions, hath 
frequently led the wey to great difcoveries and improvements in the art 
of medic'ne. And foyrthly. that even the difputes and altercations be- 
tween prac.itioners, tho’ feandalous in themielves, are by no means to 
be condemned as ufelefs to the perfe€tion of their art. 

Wiat a comfortable reflefion may not hence be’ deduced by the fick 
patieut, who is under the hands of a bungling Phyfician? How fatil- 
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fa&tory to him muft it not be to think, that whether he lives or dies, 
the public may reap fome benefit by the blunders of his Dofior? Again, 
how eafy mutt it make the duty cf a young and confcientious prattiti- 
oner, to reflect, that kill or cure, he may poflibly be of equal fervice to 
mankind? ‘There is a good deal of truth, neverthelefs, in what our 
Profefor advances, tho’, we think his arguments fometimes prove too 
much againft his art in general. 


Art. 9. De la Santé. Or, a Treatife on the Prefervation of 
Health. Printed at Paris, 1762. 


This is an ingenious and well-written little traé&t, containing a num- 
ber of fenfible obfervations, that may be ufeful to the prefervavion of the 
greateft of all earthly bleffings, Health; without which life is io Ire 
defirable, that longevity is rather to be dreaded than wifhed for. When 
this Writer fays, therefore, Hac bene fi Jerves, tu longo tenpore vives, 
he is not to be conceived as ftudious of the means of prolonging the 
miferable exiftence of the valetudinaiian, but of cherithing the {pirits, 
and preventing the decay of thofe whoare capable of enjoying, as well 
as wifhing for, life. 


Art. 10. Ordonnance et Inftruétion paftorale de Monfeigneur t Eveque 
de Soiffons, Fc. Or, Paftoral Inftru&tions, by the’ B Pree of 
Soiflons, ‘tdladve to the Affertions, extracted by the Patlia- 
ment, from the Books and Writings of the Jefuits. to. 


Soiffons. 1762. 


We have here a ferious charge to the Clergy of the diocefe of Soif 
fons, calculated to inflame them againft the Jefuits; this Prelate not 
having joined the reft of the Bithops, in their reply to the ming con- 
cerning the dotirine, conduct, and utility of that {gciety. The Jefuits, 
however, had intereft enough at Rome, to get this piece condemned by 
the Inquifition; who publifhed a decree in April laft, in order to fup- 
prefs it. This decree of the holy office has been allo, in its turn, fup- 
prefied by an arret of the Parliament of Paris: fo that we have here 
excommunication for excommunication, and bull for bull. We fhall 
fee, in the end, who will get the better, the fpiritual or the temporal 
power; hitherto the latter feems to have much the belt of the difpute. 


Art. 11. Examen de la Confeffion de Foi du Vicaire Savoyard, con- 
tenue dans Emile. Or, An Examination of the Savoyard’s 
Creed, contained in Roufieau’s Emilius. By Mr. Bitaube. 
8vo. 1763. 

Of all that numerous party of Writers which have ftarted up againft 
Mr. Roufleau, on account of his late cel brated treat:fe on FE ducatio n, 
the Author of the little tract before us appears the nioft candid and inge- 
nuous. ** The move, fays he, we are induced to admire the talents 
and goodiefs of hea tt of Mr. Rouf Yeau, the more are we affected to 
think of his propentity to fcepticifim. How ma y wortiy Chrifians 
have not fincerely lamented, that 2 man of fuch c ge cate virtue, that 


the Sccrates of our age, frould be an encny ty religion, There are many, 
I know, who deny him this virtuous character ; ; a with regard to my- 
Pp 4 felf, 
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felf, I cannot conceive the !anguage of fincerity can be fo eafily counter- 
feited: Icannot conceive, that the enthufiafm with which he {peaks, 
on fo many occufions, of virtue, can poflibly arife but from a heart tru- 
Jy fafceptible of itscharms. And, tho’ fometimes he feems to contradi& 
hinifelf in this particular, fuch contradictions fhould be regarded only, 
as thofe little inconfiltencies | into which men of the greateit parts are but 
too liable-to fall. “ If charity obliges us never to be wanting in candour 
toward the unbelieving, we cught: particularly to obferve this rule, when 
we undertake to refute thofe: of Mr. Rouffeau’s ftamp. It is fair, ine 
deed, to employ againft them the force of ridicule: this is their favou- 
rite weapon, and they are too brave to be offended at dur woriting them 
with their own arms: but we fhould never return abufe for abufe, and 
much lefs fhould we be agaieffors in this kind of altercation.” 

These is a pleafure in attending to the arguments of Wiiters who can 
diffent from each other in fo liberal and ingenuous a manner as our Au- 
thor; who, though a Theoiogue by profeflion, treats his adverfary in 
every re/pe& like a gentleman and afcholar. ‘* A Chriflian, fays he, 
ought to-be more mailer of his temper than aPhilofopher.” He fhould 
have remembered, however, that Mr. Rouffeau difclaims the latter title, 
and iufiits on his right to the former: nor do we believe, notwithftand- 


ing what Mr. Bitaube has advanced, he will very readily give it up. 


Art. 12. Determinatia fare Facultatis Partfi enfi is fuper Libro, &c. 
Or, the Determination of the Faculty of ‘Theology at Paris, 
concerning a Book entitled Emjlius, or a Treatife on Educas 
tion, by Mr. Roufleau. 4to. Paris, 1782. 


Never furely was poor Writer fo feverely treated, fo buffeted on all! 
fides, and by all parties, as the unfortunate Author of Emilius. But 
for allthis, it is very true, he may thack his own temeyity. Wherefore 
Should a man dare to think for himfelf, in an age ear reflection is a 
crime, and it is the greateit folly in the world, to be wife above what is 
alrea: dy written? Nay, fo univerfal is the outcry againit this Writer, 
that we doubt whether he would altogether efcape perfecution even 
among his. favourite Hottentats, or his more favourite Savages of 
Nope Atnerica, 


Art. 13. La Langage de la Raifon. Or, the Voice of Reafon ; 
by the Ma irquis Caraccicli, Author of La Fouiffance de Sci 


méme*, and other Pieces. ‘12mo, Paris, 1763. 


A moral and reli: gious performance ; treating of ovr duty towards 
Ged and our Nei: hbour, the danger of infidelit y, and other topics of 
the like nature. Wish regard to the ftyle and compofition, it ts much 
of a piece with the Marquis s other works. 


? See Review, Vol. XX. page 551, 554.—vol. XXI. p. 571. 


Art. 14. L’ Economie Politique. Or, Political Oeconomy ; 
: graye for i improving and énriching Mankind. ‘12mo. Pa: 
s; 1763. , | 
Te main view Of this Writer is to lay downa plan, whereby Artifi- 


gers and other labee ting people : ma y by iparing a fall fhare of theig 
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weekly, monthly, or annual.wages, acquire in time a fufficiency to main- 
‘tain them, without labour, when they grow old. There is much 


‘fenfe and plaufibility in what he advances on the fubje&t; and could fuch 


‘a fcheme be put in execution, and the duty of the Commiffioners ap- 
pointed for that purpofe, continue to be faithfully difcharged, it would 
‘doubtlefs be of great fervice to the lower rank of people; but there 
appears to be akind of fatality in charitable corporations in fome coun- 
tries; and tho’ in France fuch a project might poflibly take effect, the 
meanett artificer or labourer in this nation, would very probably think 
his liberty infringed, by being laid under a kind of obligation to fave 
‘his money, when he fhould havea mind to {pend it. Men of fuch nar- 
row property, love to be their own purfe-bearers; and tho’.ceconom 
be avery prudent, it is not always a palatable expedient, even with thofe 
who ftand moit in nced of adopting it. 


Art. 15. Effai Pas 1? Inftitution des Avocats et Procureurs des Pau- 
vres, &c. Or, An Effay on the Expediency of providing 
Attorneys and Pleaders for the Poor. samo. Paris, 1762. 


Tt hath been frequently faid, tho’ probably with lefs candour than 
truth, that Priefts of all religions are the fame; it might, however, be 
affirmed, with an equal degree of both,’ that Lawyers of all countries 
‘arethe fame. At leaft the chicanery and delay of the courts in France, 
muft be as bad or worfe than our own, if what this Author declares be 
true, that a Débtor, who'was poffeffed'of an hundred thoufand livres, 
being fued for fifty thoufand, by an impatient and litigious Creditor, 
found his whole fortune hardly fufficient’ to pay the debt and cofts of 
fuit. Whatthen, fays he, muft become of a poor man, who finds him- 
felf under the neceffity of contending with arich one?’ He may plead, 
indeed, in forma Pauperis, both here and in France: but, alas! under. 
the prefent influence of wealth,’ he is not likely ever to plead any other - 
wife, from what he may gain by his procefs. ‘The intent of this 
Writer, the:efore,’ is, to raife a fund, by fubfcription, to carry on the 
juit caufes of the poor; and to prevent their being cheated, robbed, 
and opprefied, by the rich; a very humane and noble fcheme, if it 
could be executed in the manner laid down by the Author. 





Art.16. Lettre de M. Marin, Cenfeur Royal et de la Police, de 
P Academie de Marfeille, &c. a Madame la Prefident de P***, 
fur un Projeét intereffant pour Il? Humanité. Or, A Letter from 
'M. Marin to a Lady, on a Project interefting to Humanity. 
12mo. Paris. re prt 
This letter relates to the fame fubje&t as the preceding article, and dif- 

plays at once the goodnefs of heart, as well as the good fenfe of the 
Writer, Mr. Marin here propofes, that a fubfcription may be opened, 
in order to raife a fund, by voluntary contributions, for the profecution 
of the juft law-fuits of the poor: the fubfcribers to engage for what 
fum they pleafe, which is to be paid, when the eftablifhment is compleat- 
éd, into the hands of a banker, till fuch time as it can be fecurely depo- 
pofited inthe public funds, or otherwife, for the adyantage of the in- 
jijtution.” * ' hy fot: 
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_ That a certa'n number of Advocates fhall affemb'e twice a week, at a 

proper office,: where thepoor fhall be at liberty to confult them, anu to 
revrefent their refpective cafes. On which the faid Advocates, who are 
to be pridand rewarded according totheir merit out of the above-men- 
t oned fand, are to take the feveral cafes into confideration, and to ad- 
vi‘e che confulting parties thereon, either on the propriety of accommo- 
dating the differences with their adverfary, or onthe legitimacy of their 
6vn pretenfions. 

That when matters are not to be a sore yeep to the fatisfaction of 
the pirties, ‘the faid Advocates fhall proceed to bring the caufes of the 
fatd poor and indigent clients be/ore the proper cou rts; the expences of 
which are'to be pard out of the general flock thus raifed. 

If the poor lofe their caufe, they are to be at no expence; butif they 
gain it. and the damages be confiderable, fo much is to be deduéted out of 
that fum, as will pay, vall the incidental charges, which the adverfe party 
is not obliged by the fentence of the court to refund. 

How ‘ar th’s project be practicable orexpedient in France, we cannot 
tase upon ustoay; 'but taat fuch an inflitution, if it could take place, 
ws wl d bea. very humane and charitable one in this country, 1s certain. 
Not but that we are infome doubt, whether it might not tend as much to 
the emoiument, of the Gentlemen of the law, as to the good of the com- 
muuityin general. 


Art. 17. Refections critiques, fur le premier chapitre du Septieme 
Zoime des Qeuvres, de M. de Voltaire, au fujet des “Fuifs. Or; 
Critical Reflections on Mr. Voltaire’s Account of the Jews. 
i2mo, Paris, 1763. 


f the ingenious Author of this apology for the Jews, had not made 
i great a diftin&ion between thofe of the Por: ugueze and the Dutch na- 
tons x, he might mere been elteemed a candid, as he 1s otherwife a pos 
li e and able a voc But, there is fomething too partial and invidi- 
aus, however juf, in shat dis ‘inion, to entitle him to the honour of 
being the Defender of the Jewith people in general. Mr. de Voltaire, 
0 vt is faid to have felt .e force of our Author’s remonilrances, and 
o have retracted, in a private letter, the fevere expreflions he made ufe 
of; p-omiine to foft-: orcorect them in a future edition of his works ; 
bat if Mr Volare inks himfelf to blame in having imputed to a 
Whi le nation the vices oft .everal individuals, our Apologift muft be, in 
z creat cezrec, equally guilty, for fhifting off the burthen from the 
fhoulde:s only of his owa party. the |ortugue‘e and Spaniards, and 
Jeaving it oa thoie of the Poles and Germans; who, fo far as they are 
Jews, are pr bably no worfe than thew brethren. That the former 
havin oecn hitherto more ric! .s have been more liberally educated, and 
have been admitted on a more friend! ly footing into the polite world, is 
ery certain; but how far that pre-eminence is to be attributed to the 
G3ii2 guithed caules our Author Jays down, or to others more modern or 
Odvious, We Cunact take upon us to fay. 


Art. 18. Efaie fur le Luxe. Orv, An Effay on Luxury. 8vo. 
Amfterdam, 1762. 
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"This is a forcible, and notimpertinent, declamation againft Luxiry ; 
by which our Author means rather the extravagance of individuals, than 
what fome Writers have meant by that term. [t is attributed to Mr. 
Pinto, formerly of Amfterdam, Author of the above apology for the 
Jews, and is well worthy the perufal and mature confiderat on of the 
inhabitants of a populous and commercial city, fuch as are thofe of Am- 
fterdam and Londor. 


Art. 19. Nouveaux Amufemens des Eaux de Spa; Ouvrage inftruc- 
tif & utile a ceux qui vont boire ces Eaux Minerales fur les Lieux. 
hat is, New Amufemenrs for the Spa; an ufeful and in- 
{tructive Performance for all thofe who refort to thofe Waters. 
12mo. 1763. 


This work is a very different kind of a performance to that which has 
been fo long known under the fame title and is univerfally acknow- 
leged to be as frivolous as ufelets. The prefent New Aniu/ements afford, 
on the contrary, a very inflructive and agreeable entertainment ; confitl- 
ing of a circumftantia! account of the nature of the waters; of the cures 
effected by them; of the manner of living at the Spa; of the different 
characters of the people ufually to be met with there, and-of the natu- 
ral hiftory of the country; intermixed with inftructive adventures, and 
curious anecdotes, relative to the amufements and circumftances of the 
place. It is written by Dr. Limbourg, a Gentleman well known in his 
profeffion, as well as in the literary world. : 


Art. 20. Verdediging van de eer der Hollandfbe Natie.. Or, A De- 
fence of the Dutch Nation, occafioned by the Calumnies 
thrown out againft them by the Englifh Authors of the Uni- 
verfal Hiftory. 8vo. Amfterdam, 1763. 


This is a fpirited and fenfible remonftrance againft the characier drawn 
of the Dutch, in the thirty-firft volume of the Modern Part.of the Uni- 
verfal Hiftory ; the Authors of which are called upon to acknowlege or 
refute the facts and arguments here advanced againft them. 


Art. 21. Fobannis Philippi Heinit, Differtatio de Auétore & caufa 
ftragis Affyriorum tempore Ezechia Fudaeorum Regis, ad illuftra- 
tionem ‘fefaie capitis xxxvii. v. 36. Or, A Diflertation on 
the Author and Caufe of the Slaughter of the Affyrians in the 
time of Hezekiah. 4to. Berlin, 1762. 


Mr. Hein, the Author of this learned and curious differtation, con- 
ceives, that the deftroying Angel which overthrew the hoft of Senna- 
cherib, was nothing more than a hot and peftilential wind, like that 
which the Arabs call Samim or Sammie/, and which makes fauch terrible 
ravages in Arabia, Perfia, Paleftine, and other places in the Eaft. To 
prove the juitice of this conception, he brings feveral paflages out of the 
facred writings, to fhew that thofe inanimate beings, which Providence 
makes ufe of to execute its defigns, whether of juftice. or mercy, are 
ofien called the Minilters and the Meffengers of him who maketh the 
winds his angels. 

With regard to the deftruétion fometimes occafioned by the Sammie/, he 
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quotes feveral examples, taken from Hiftorians and Travelle’s of note, 
who affirm, that large caravans, and fometimes whole armies, have 
been almoft inftantaneoufly fuffocated by thefe deiiruciiye winds. In- 
deed, the certainty of this fact is hardly to be difputed, if any credit is 
to be given to the relations of Travellers. Now, Mr. Hein very juttly 
thinks it of little confequence to enquire, whether this peitilential wind, 
which deftroyed the army of Sennacherib, was the effect of a fuperna- 
tural and miraculous exertion of the divine power, or whether it was to 
happen in the natural and ordinary courfe of things. For, even fuppofing 
itto be the latter, viz. that it was an occurrence which mult neceflarily 
happen according to the ufual courfe of Providence; none could fore- 
tell that event but God, or aflure Hezekiah of the deitruction of his 
enemies. 


Art. 22. Abrégé de I’ Hiftsire Ecclefiaftique. Or, An Abridg- 
ment of the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory. By Mr. Formey. 2 Vols. 
I2mo. 1763. 


Never furely was there fo indefatigable a Writer as Mr. Formey ! the 
Wits have formerly diverted themfelves with fuch rapid Compofers, by 
talking of their having mills to make verfes with ; but really one would 
be apt to imagine, by the number and variety of our Author's works, 
that he mutt have hit upon fome mechanical contrivance equally expedi- 
tious and du:able. 


Art. 23. Hiftoire de 1’ Imperatrice Irene. Or, The Hiftory of 


the Empref; Irene. 12mo. Paris, 1762. 


Tt is furprizing, fays the ingenious Author of this Hittory, that no 
Writer hath hitherto taken the trouble to colle€t the feveral anecdotes 
relative to this Princefs, from the feveral ancient Authors who have oc- 
cafionally mentioned her extraordinary character. Certain itis, that her 
reign was as fingularand remarkable, as her elevation to the throne was 
fudden and unexpected. Born of an obfcure, tho’ not ignoble family, 
fhe could have no pretenfions, or expectation, to mount the throne of 
the Emperors of the Eaft. Leon, the fon of Conftantine, however, no 
fooner faw her make her appearance at Conitantinople, than he became 
enamoured of her; and, upon her renunciation of the worfhip of 
images, to which’ fhe was extremely attached, married her, with his 
father’s approbation. So long as Leon lived, indeed, this Princefs made 
no extraordinary figure; but, after his death, fhe appeared with all the 
dignity and fplendour of an Emprefs, and manifefted the moft uncom- 
mon talents for political intrigue, and all the finifter arts of govern- 
ment. —— The tranfaétions recorded in this hiftory are very inteefling ; 
the reflections, for the moft part, juft and pertinent. ) 

N. B. As it would take up too much room, and afford but little en- 
tertainment to the generality of our Readers, to print a Lift of all the 
Foreign Publications, we are obliged to confine ourfelves to the moft poe 
pular and interefting: a method which we hope will fofficiently gratify 
the curiofity of thofe Frienas who were fo particularly defirous we thould 
extend this part of our plan. 

Our foreign Correfpondents, whom we may have heretofore neglected, 
will alfo find, that fich neglect hath been owing, not to want of inc!i- 
fation, but of opportunity, to oblige them, 
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A. 
Ccents, Greek, Dr Gally’s 
fecond differtation on, 343. 

ADKIANOPL8, rural and roimaniic 
{cenes in the environs of, 463. 

AGRICULTURE, general error in 
fyitematic Writers on that fub- 
ject, 120. Hints for improving 
the agriculture of Great Britain, 
372. 

Avexis, fon to Czar Peter, his 
unhappy cataflrophe, - §55. 
Caufes of his mifcondué, ib. 

Autps, collective view of, 378. 
Poetical fketch of the natural 
hiftory of thefe itupendous moun- 
tains, ib. 

ANNE, queen, iniquity of her go- 
vernment, in the four lait years 
of her reign, 206, feq. 

Anwnet’s profecution difapproved, 
168, the Note. 

Assurance of {.lvation, an or- 
thodox account of, 313. 

ATTENDANCE in parliament, an 
indifpenfable duty, 126. 

Aruens, modern, the travellers 
to, deficient in talte for the po- 
lite arts, 306. Its antiquity de- 
fcribed, ib. See Le Roy. 

B. 
Acot, Mr. his poem on the 
birth of the prince of Wales, 
in the Oxford collection, criti- 
cifed, 18. 

Batxiarp, Mr. his verfes on the 
birth of the prince of Wales, in 
the Oxford collection, commend- 
ed, 22. 

Bank, propofal for a national one, 
179 

—-— of England, reafons for dif- 
folving it, 181. 

Bark, mcdicipal, by whom firk 


introduced into praétice here, 
and for what diforders, 55. 

Bawpy-Houles, low and mean 
ones only, to be fupprefied, 405. 

Beaumont, Chriflopher, Arch- 
bithop of Paris, his improper at- 
tack of Mr. Rouffeau, on ac- 
count of his Emilius, 224. 

Beauty, extraordinary, rather to 
be avoided than coveted in ma- 
trimony, 95. 

Bees, abfurd cruelty of the vul- 

ar method of managing thofe 
ufeful infects, 187. Mr. White’s 
more humane, as well as more 
profitable method, recommend- 
ed, _ 494 

Bennet, Mr. his farcaftical re- 
mark in the houfe of commons, 
on the royal partiality to a Scotch 
Miniter, in the reign of Charles 
the Ild. 193. 

Bit of Mortality of prime mini- 
fters, 165, 

—— of Rights, formed and paif- 
ed, 416. The palladium of the 
Britith conftitution, ib. 

BiocraPuers, ufe and import- 
ance of thcirlabours, 30. .Lheir 
ufual defects, 31, 36, 37- 

Biocraruy, hints towards an im- 
proved plan for a fyltem of, 34. 

Bixcu, Col. his fpirited expreflion, 
in the houfe of commons, in re- 
gard to the Duke of Lauderdale, 
130., Palliates the warmth of 
another member, in the wrang- 
ling debate about a fupply, 263. 
On king James’s abdication, 

15. 

he tie By Sir John, his 
fpeech in the houfe of commons 
on the fpeaker’s being a privy 
counfellor, 127. 

Bias- 
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BiasPuemy, flatute againit, bett 
defender of the Jewifh legifla- 
tor, 395. 

Broop of St. Januarius, the li- 
quefaction of, no bungling trick, 
2109. 

Bopres, organized, their mode of 
generation, $24. 

Borincsroke, lord, artfully var- 
nifhes over the peace of Utrecht, 
206. His fophittry obvious, ib. 

Boscawen, Mr. his fpeech in the 
houfe of commons againtt arbi- 
trary power, 412. 

Bossurt, bithop of Meaux, his 
Jetter to the pope, giving an ac- 
count of the dauphin’s ftudies, 
325. Character of this prelate, 
326. 

‘Botannic Garden, at Chelfea, a 
donation of Sir Hans Sloane’s, 
to the apothecary’s company, 
and on what terms, 52. 

Beamins of India, fome account 
of 474. 

Brewer, Mr. his fpeech in the 
houfe of commons on the king’s 
negative voice to bills, 422. 

Brrpery, in parliamentary elec- 
tions, refolution againit it, in the 
houfe of commons, in the reign 
of Charles II. 194. 

Bromuey, Mr. his remark in the 
houfe of commons on the king's 
negative voice to bills, 423. 

Buckincuam, duke of, - juttifies 
himfelf betore the houfe of com- 
mons, 131. Debate thereupon, 
ibid. 

Bure, earl of, his admini(tration 
accufed of endeavouring to in- 
creafe the power of the crown, 
210. And to maintain an un- 
due influence over the _parlia- 
ment, ib. Inftance produced in 
fupport of the charge, 211. Other 
charges againit him, ib. -Not 
the contriver of Annet’s -profe- 
cution, 237.. Abufed in a de- 
dication, 241. High panegyric 
$e him, in Dr. Smoilet’s hiftory, 
3°5- 


Byxc, admiral, remarks on his 
unhappy fate, 252. 


ABAL, a miniftry diftinguifhed 

C by that name, 129. 

Casinetr Councils, debate on, in 
the houfe of commons, 420. 

CamBric Manufacture, one efta- 
blifhed in Suiiex, 372. 

CatecuisM, that ufually taught to 
children abfurd, go. A good 
one very necefiary, ib. 

Cases in Phyfic, cured by thorn- 
apple, monkfhood, henbane, 
wolfsbane, &c. 499 to 460. 

Carew, Sir Nicholas, his threwd 
remark, in a debate on the {tate 
of the nation, 189. Ona 
breach of privilege, 260. On 
the feizure of Montagu’s papers, 
204. 

Cartwricut, Mr. his verfes on 
the birth of the prince of Wales 
in the Oxtord colleétion, com- 
mended, 21. 

Cavenpisu, Lord, complains of 
bribery and corruption in the 
houfe of commons, 134. Speaks 
in the wrangling debate on a 
fupply, 262. 

Cecitia’s Day, humourous ode 
on, by Mr. Vhornton, 479. 
Cuartes Il. his anfwer to an ad- 
drefs of the commons, concern- 
ing the recall of his fubje&s from 
the French king’s fervice, 190. 
Debate on that anfwer, ib. His 
parliament no lefs jealous of 
him than of the French, 197. 
His fcandalous mifgovernment, 
ib. Corrupted by his refidence 
in France, 257. Infatuation of 
the feople at his reftoration, 
without any limitation of prero- 
gative, ib. The parliament’s 
jealoufy of him juitiued, 253. 
A penfioner to France, 264— 
265. His regard for the papitts, 

338. 

Cuastity, held in no efteem a- 
mong the Greeks, 535. 
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CuHeroxkee Indians, attempt to 
prove them defcended Hou: Me. 
fhek, 154. Prophecied of by 
Ezekiel, ib. Are to fubdue the 
Europeans, 165. 

CHILDREN improperly inftruéted 
in the mytteries of religion, 
55 ; 

Cuina, the high reverence paid 
by the inhabitants of that coun- 
try to their litera i, 175. 

Cuinese Language, number of 
words in, 174. Deititute of an 
alphabet, ib. Their literature 
comprized in arbitrary charac. 
ters, ib. Wholly addreiled to 
the eye, 175. 

Curist, Jefus, his character 
ftrangely burlefqued with Spa 
nifh comedy, 294. His nacure 
and offices, orthodox account 
of, 313. 

CuarisTiaNtry, not to be reyefted 
on account of the immoralities 
of its profefiors, 40. Natural 
reicion in its higheit degree of 
perfection and purity, 55>. 

Curonooey fciiptural, Mr.Ken- 
nedy’s, unaftronomical, 434 

CuurcuHitt, Mr. Charles, cen- 
fured for debafing his pen by 
party fcuriility, 56. Pathet- 
cally exhorted to purfue nobler 
fubjeXs, 61. 

CrarGes, Sir Thomas, his fpeech 
in the houfe of commons on the 
fpeaker’s being a courtier, 127. 
On the duke of Buckingham’s 
juftification of himfelf before the 
houfe, 131. On the growing 
greatnefs of France, 196. On 
a breach of privilege, 250. 

Crayton, Sir Robert, 334. 

CLercy, Ruffian, their reply to 
Peter lit. in regard to his fon 
Alexis, 552. scandalized ata 
propofal from the dodtors of the 
Sorbonne to unite the Greek and 
Latin churches, 551. Attach- 
ed to their ancient barbarifm, 


555° 
Co.reron, Sir Peter, his fpeech 


in the houfe of commons on the 
fovereign’s partiality to foreigni- 
ers, 418. 

Coronies, the cautions to be ob- 
ferved in fettling them, 403. 
Ought not to be teo much fub- 
jected to laws againit irveligion, 
&c. 1b. 

Cott, Mr. Dutton,’ his opinion in 
the houfe of commons on place- 
men fitting there, 417. 

C. mepy, Spanith, an account of, 
29 }- 

Commence, fore'gn, of this bine: 
dom, hints for: improving, 37: 
Commons, Houfe of, haalans OF 
their {pcaker’s being under court 

influence, 126. 

Conpaminé, Monf. a philofophi- 
cal Gavelior 215. Hisaccourt 
of the emerald cup at Genoa, 
216. Of the leaning tower of 
Pifa, ibs Of the Campagna of 
Rome, 217. His fyftem of vo!- 
canoes, &c. 219. His obferva- 
tions on the liquefaction of the 
blood of St. Januarius, 219. On 
the longitude, 221. 

Commoxs, or body of the people, 
whence, and on what occafion, 
taken into the confiitution cf 
government, 141. ‘Their re- 

relentatives a balance to the 
power of the lords, ib, Righe 
of voting for origivaily derived 
from property, 147. Defect of 
the conftitution in exclading the 
trading intereft from the right 
invelted in freeholders, - 143. 

Conquerors, more deftructive to 
mankind than tyrants, 529, Not 
efteemed refponfible for thofe 
who fall in battle, ib. Will al- 
ways be popular, ib. 

Consciousness, what, 527. 

ConstriruTion of Great Britain 
traced trom its firft principles, 
140. Defective in not compre- 
hending the trading intereft in 
the election of the reprefenta- 
tives of the people in parlia- 
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Contixentat Connections de- 
claimed againft, 360. 

Coventry, Sir William, his 
fpeech in the houfe of commons 
on the growing greatnefs of 
France, 195. On a breach of 
privilege, 260. On bribery, 
2 





om » Sir John, his beha- 
viour in parliament on a breach 
of privilege, 260. 

Courtiers, in the houfe of com- 
mons, ever obfequious to the 
court, 419. 

Courts of Jjuftice, enquiry in the 
houfe of commons into abufes 
in them, 198. Refolution of the 
houfe for redrefling them, 199. 

Cozeu.e, countefs of, her ftory, 
399- 

Creation, the date of, deter- 
mined, 437. 

Criticism, the art of conjectur- 
ing, or of felecting from a num- 
ber of lies that which bears the 
neareft refemblance to truth, 10. 

Czarina, Catherine, an anecdote 
of her brother, 548. Is falfly 
charged with poifoning prince 

: Alexis, §53. Andof poiloning 
her hufband, 5 54 


Ansy, lord treafurer, his 
motive for caufing Mr. 
Montagu’s papers to be feized, 
263. His evil condutt difco- 
vered, 265- Pleads the king’s 
pardon, 332. Refentment of 
the commons thereupon, ib. 
Daviv, King, his meaning, by 
the expreflion, workers of ini- 
quity, 268. His Pfalms, No. 
109 and 110, tranflated by Mr. 
Green, 269, 272. Meaning of 
his, fuppofed, imprecations, a- 
gainft his enemies, 271. Criti- 
cifms on the comparifon of the 
‘dew, in Pfalm 110, &c. On 
the words, Thou art my fon, 
this day have 1 begotten thee, 
273. 
Disaras, Parliamentary, thoi 


in{print generally {purious, 123, 
Obfervation of a noble duke on 
them, 124. Debates on the re- 
dudtion of intereit, account of, 
251. 

Desaucpee, anecdote of ayoung 
one reclaimed, 7. 

Dennis, Mr. his poem on the 
birth of the prince of Wales in 
the Oxford’ collection, ridiculed, 
2¢. 

Dicrionar ies, biographical, their 
alphabetical order condemned, 
33. ‘Lhe chronological form re- 
commended, 34, : 

Divorce, analyfis of the law of, 
72. Effeétsof, 173. 

Dop, Rev. Mr: centured for his 
doétrine of fire and brimftone, 
and the eternity of hell-tor- 
ments, 311. 

Downinc, Sir George, his fervile 
fpeech in defence of preroga- 
tive; 259. 

Duxcomse, Sir John, recom- 
mends the punifhment of abfen- 
tees from the houfe of commons, 
125. His moderate fentiments 
with regard to the duke of Lau- 
derdale’s removal, 130. 


4 
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Ast-Indies, fome accdunt of, 

473. The four principal 

tribes of the Indians, ib. The 
Hallachores, 475. 

Epucation, ftrangely perfonified, 
and poetically celebrated, 104. 

ELoQueEncs, its influence in par- 
liamentary affairs, 124. 

EntuusiasM, not the moft noble 
or effential characteriftic of poe- 
tic genius, 146. Poetical ana- 

_lyfis of its operation, 309. 

Erxniy, Sir John, 331. 

Erskine, Mr. his humourous let- 
ter to Capt. Bofwell, 477. 

Eviz Counlellors, debate on the 
removal of, 129. 

Evpocia, firft wife of Czar Peter, 
her fcandalous intrigue with 
Glebo, and Doritheus bifhop of 
Roitou, 554. 556 

Fatru 
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F. 
BF Aita and’ Works, {elf-exami- 
nation concerning, 314. 


i ALKLAND, Lord, his, fpeech for 
limitting the regal power, 413. 
On the fovereigi.’> attachment to 
foreigners, 413, 

Fancy, poetical addrefs to, 377. 

Fast on the 30th of January, ob- 
fervation of, difapproved. in the 
houfe of commons, 415. 

Fasting, its power and efficacy, 
314. 

Fatima, a beautiful Turkifh lady, 
defcribed, 470, feq. 

Fincu, Mr, attorney, his fpeech 
in the houfe of commons, on the 


non- attendance eof members,. 


Fas-coter, 
of, 482. 

Forest-Lands, propofals for feil- 
ing “pa 178, 182. 

Fox, Sir Stephen, a difpenfer of 
fecret-fervice-money, 332, feq. 
Proceeding relating to, ia the 
houfe of commons, 333. His 
remark on the neceilities of go- 
verninent, 417. 

France, debate in the Britifh par- 
liameat on her growing great- 
nefs, 195. Police of, 4254 Ex- 
cellent regulations for prevent- 
ing robberies, &c. 420. 

Franxtin, the printer, his re- 
venge on David Mailet, 167. 

Free- Holders and Freemen, 
whence their right of electing 
reprefentatives in parliament, 
142. Neceflity of inveiting the 
trading intereit wiih the fame 
privilege, ib. feq. 

Frencu, treachery of, to the Nat- 

chez, 448. 


humourous account 


Arroway, Mr. his fpeech on 
the recall of Britith fubjects 
in French fervice, 190. On the 
growing greatnefs. of France, 
195. His.free expreflion in a 
debate concerning war, 197. 
Qualifies the audacious bchavie 
Vou, XVI. 


our of Titus Oats, 332. On 
king James’s abdication, and for 
limitting the power. of- his fuc- 
ceffor, 41%, 414. 

Genoa, the famous emerald cup 
fhewn there, animpofition, 216. 

Gronce ll. King of Great Bri- 
tain his character, 362. Princi- 
pal events of his reign, 363. 

Gop, milreprefented as a dreadful 
and vengeful Being, 311. 

Goon-Nature, with refpect to ree 
licion, confidered, 42. 

GoverxMENT, naturally tends to 
defpoulm, 210 

Granvitce, Col. his motion for 
a temporary tax on place - men, 


417. 
H. 
> Amenen, junr, his fpeech in 

H the houfe.of commons, on 
king James’s abdication, 415. 

Harsorn, Mr. Walliam, his re- 
flections in the -houfe of com- 
mons, againft the fpeaker, 128, 
Employed in the «enquiry con- 
cerning Montagu’s papers, 264. 
Ou bribery, 266. Gn king 
Jame:’s abdication, 415. 

Harcourt, SirPhilip, his warm 
remark in the houfe of com- 
mons on a breach of privilege, 
205. 

Harney, Mr. his fpeech for a 
f equent renewal of parliaments, 
422. 

Harwoop, Mr. propofes a teft in 
the houfe of commons to ac- 

uit the members of the charge 
of bribery and corruption, 134. 

Fle.t-Torments, pious dealers in, 
rebuked, 315. 

HeNnBaNne, its medicinal -ufe, 
451, feq. 

Herpert, Sir Henry, his {fpeech 
in the houfe of commons, on the 
non-attendance of members, 
120. 

Herrine, aschbifhop, his, life, 
297. A hater of perfecution, 
ib. td 

Historian, importance ef? -his 

Qq province, 
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His difadvant- 


province, 30. 
ages in recording recent events, 
250. 

Hisrory, general uncertainty of 
its evidence, 10—=249. 

- of France, in what man- 





ner faid to have been compofed 
by the dauphin, 325. 

Hoses, cenfured by Lord Shaftl- 
bury, for the immorality of his 
principles, 41—2. 

Howarpb, Sir Robert, his fpeech 
on an addrefs for removing the 
duke of Lauderdale, 193. 

Howe, Mr. his opinion in parlia- 
ment on placemen and penfion- 
ers, 417. 

HunGearorp, Sir George, his 
oppofition in the houic of. com- 
mons to the demand of a fup- 
ply, 251, feq. Begs pardon of 
the hoafe, 263. 

Huxp, Mr. his criticifm on the 
Chinefe drama, where preferv- 
od, 179. 

Hiurpy-Gurdy, verfes adapted to, 
401. 

I, 
Ames If, his anfwer to an ad- 
drefs of the commons, 337. 
’ debates in parliament on his ab- 
Gication, 4¥l. 

Jenkins, Sir Leoline, his flavith 
and abiurd fpeech in the houfe 
of commons, on the hill for ex- 
cluding the duke of York, 335. 

~ Jews Harp, verfes adapted to, 
" 480,° 
Jesuits, hardly dealt by inFrance, 


539. Their fkill in cafuittry, 
540. Hold dangerous tenets, 
ib. et feq. 


for toleration in religion, 542. 
Inftances of abominable doftrine 
held by them, 546. 

JmMpxessinc of feamen, debate on, 
in the houfe of commons, 132. 
The practice of, flavilh and in- 
human, 133. 

InpustRyY, improvements of, in 
in this country, oucht to be fol- 
lowed by improvements in the 
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conftitution of the government, 
142. 

InsuLts, perfonal, by whom toa 
be revenged, 13. 

Invasions, policy of carrying 
them on with humanity, 254. 
A French commander praifed on 
this account, ib. 

Invocarion, to the ghoft of 
Trenmor, an admirable paflage 
in Temora, 279. Of Hervor, 
fromthe Runic, 283. 

Joxes, how commonly fpoiled by 
dull ftory-tellers, 325. 

Jones, Mr. his poem on the birth 
of a prince of the Wales, 20. 
—-—, Vir. Hugh, his Welfh poem 

on the fame occafion, 18. 

— —, Serjeant, his ipeech in the 
houfe of commons, on an ad- 
diefs for removing the duke of 
Lauderdale, 193. 

Sir William, his fenfible 
fecech on the bill for excluding 
the duseo: York, 336. 

Jutian the apoftate, neither fo 
good or bad a man as ufually re- 
prefented, 559. Voiltaire’s mil- 
take concerning, ib. 

K, 
Inc of Great Britain may ap- 
point his own fervants, but 
not {upport them in office againft 
the general fenfe of his people, 
132. Notobliged, however, to 
regard the artful clamours of a 
party againft his minifters, ib. 
Azourer, afree-man, works 
harder than a flave, 402. 

Lapres, in the gallery of the houfe 
of commons, pleafantly taken 
notice of by the members, 199. 

Lavy, a pedantic one, the moft 
ridiculous of human beings, 94. 

Lauperpa te, duke of, debates 
relating to his evil adminittra, 
tion, 1290—192. 

Law of England, rudis indigeflaque 
n0/€5, 169. Attempt to reduce 
it into {ome form, ib. Hints 
for a Digeft, of general ufe, 170. 
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Lawrence, Mr. his verfes on the 
birth of the prince of Wales, zo. 

Laws of England, their rude and 
imperfect flate in the early peri- 
ods of our hiftory, 62. Whether 
the obfolete ftatutes ought to be 
annihilated, 63. Inconvenience 
of the multiplicity of penal laws, 
ib.and6>s. The indifcriminate 
feverity of our ftatute laws com- 
plained of, 64. Laws againt 
ireligion, &c. deftrudtive to co- 
lonies; 403. How far pernici- 
ous to fociety in general, ib. 

Lee, Sir ‘Thomas, his fpeech in 
the houfe of commons, on the 
non - attendance of members, 
125. On bribery and corrup- 
tion, 134. His remark on ‘he 
fiate of the navy, 189. His 
motion on fome diforderly pro- 
ceedings at a grand committee, 
192. Hs motion relating to 
polygamy, 195. Remark, ona 
breach of privilege, z00. On 
the abdication of James If. 415. 

Le Roy, Monf. his Ruins of A- 
thens compared with Mr. Stu- 
art’s Antiquites of that famous 
city, 366. The blunders of the 
French artift, 307. 

Linertizs of the people, in moft 
danger in times of the greateit 
fecurity, 210. 

Ligerry illuftrated and defended, 
115. Of the Prefs afferted, 117, 
and vindicated, in oppofition to 
an Oxford Writer, 118. 

- , Goddefs of, her wor- 
fhip among the Romans, 5 Io. 

, Cap of, manner of giv- 
it to Roman flaves, 513. 

License, of plays, a fatal ftroke 
to the Liberty oi the Prefs, 363. 
Atual ill confequence thereof, 
$64. ; 

Literary Reputation, the right 
of attacking it. 503. 

LitrtTveron, ‘Sir Thomas, his 
fpeech.in the houfe of commons, 
relating to the {peaker’s being a 
courtier, £26. Speaks in the 
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wrangling debaté on a fupply, 
252. 

Loncitupe, new method of finda 
ing, 406. 

Love, the eflence of true religion; 
and Hatred the practice of reli- 
gious parties, 44. 

Lowther, Sir John, his fpeech on 
the feizure of Montagu’s papers, 
264. On place-men in parlia- 
ment, 417. Onthe mal-admini- 
{tration of public affairs, 421. 

Lucy, Sir Kingfmill, his fpeech on 
an addrefs for removing the duke 
of Lauderdale, rgz. 

Lunation, Mean, exact length 
of, 435- 

LytrLetonr, Hon, Mr. his verfes 
on the birth of the -prince of 
Wales, 20. 

M, 
AD-Houfes, abufes in the 
management of, 242, 

Macistrate, civil, how far his 
power extends over confcience, 
507. In what cafe not to be 
obeyed, 508. 

Matter, Mr. moves fora bill for 
making polygamy felony, 194. 
His remark in a debate on the 
growing greatnefs of France, 
197. Ona breach of privilege, 
250. 

Manuractures of this king- 
dom, prefent difadvantages of, 
371. Hints for improving, ib. 

Marrow - Bones and Clevers, 
verfes humourily adapted to, 480. 

Marvetn, Andrew, the lait mem- 
ber of parliament who received 
a flipend from his conftituents, 
126, 

Maske Lyne, Mr. his method for 
finding the longitude, 406. 

Masoretic Hebrew text uncor. 
rupted, 441. 

Mayvarp, ferjeant, his fpeech 
on the abdication of James II. 

_ A412. ! " 

Mepicine, its profeffors ill-ufed 
by officious managers in public 
hofpitals,. 247. -. : 
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‘Mercuants and opulent traders, 
neceflity of their being privi- 
leged' to elcét reprefentatives in 
parliament, in common with 
landholders, &c. 143. 

._Meres, Sir ‘Thomas, his remark 
on a thin houfe of commons, 
126. His fpeech on the removal 
of evil couafellors, 129 

MERIDIAN, 216, 221, 223. 

. Metruooism, bifhop of Gloucef- 
ter’s ftriking accouit of its birth, 
&c. 395. 

Ministers, bad ones only averfe 
to impartial examination, 210. 

.Mocx-Patriots, fatirically difplay- 
ed, 214. 

Monxsuoop, its medicinal ufe, 
454, feq, 

Montacu, lady Mary Wortley, 
the letters publifhed under her 
name, genuine, 385. Her de- 
{cription of. Vienna, 387. Her 
account of a nun. there, 389. 
Of the countefs Cozelle; 3g0. 
Her journey to:Adrianople, 391. 
Account of the ladies baths 
there, 392.. And of the ladies, 
393. Her account ef the Ma- 
hommedan religion, 461. Of 
the Arnouts, 462. Of the Turk- 
ifh gardeners, 464. Of the 
Turkith poetry, 446. Ofa vi+ 


fit to the vizier’s lady, 469. ‘To: 


the kahya’s lady, 470. 

— » Mr. his papers feizs 
ed, 263. His relation of that 
affair in the houfe of commons, 
264. 





Museum, Britith, founded by Sir 


Hans Sloane, 55. Sum railed 
by aét of parhament for pur- 
chafing his rarities and the Har- 
leian MSS. Ib. Note 
Muscrave, Sir Chriflopher, his 
{peech on‘king James’s abdica- 


tion, 416, Againit placemen in . 


parliament, 417. 
Music, o8 Song, coeval with fo- 
ciety, 145. . 

Asn, Beau, bons mots of 
his, 3258 4 


Narcuez, account of them, 44°. 

NatTionat Debt, an alarining 
fubject, 178. Judicioas propo- 
fal for difcharging it, ib. 

Natu RAL Religion, of two kinus,. 
560. 

Necrosg Slaves, propofal for fet- 
ting them at ‘liberty, and em- 
ploying them by voluntary hire, 
403. 

Nissa, plains of, their extraordi- 
nary ferulity, 392. 

Nortn, Mr. attorney, his opinion 
in debate on imprefi:ng feamen, 
132. 

Nostrum, method of eftablifh- 
ing, 401. 

Numeers, Trigonal, their flruc- 
ture and afes, 231. 

Nun, at Vienna, affecting account 
of, 380. 

Ars, Titus, a daring and in- 
trepid Informer, 330. A- 
necdotes of him, ib. His be- 
haviour to the houfe of com- 
mons, 331, feq. | 

Orcoxomy, National, may be 
ill timed, 215. 

Oricina Sin,. account of, 314. 

Ossian, the Erfe poet, his merit: 
eftablifhed by the rules of criti- 
cifm, 144. Doubts as to the 
authenticity of his writings, 151. 

Oxrorp, the prefs there more 
friendly to liberty. than formerly, 
404. | 
Ace, Mr. his publication of 

receipts for Ward’s medi- 
cines, 486. 

Paccet, Ms. informed-againf for 
abufing the voies of the houfle of 
commons, 334. Taken into 
cuftody, 335. 

Patmes, Mr. his opinion. in the 
heufe of commons, in the de- 
bate about placemen, 417. 

Parapdoxes, a paflion for, as bad 
as a paflion for hopothefes, 5. 

FaaliamentT, debate-on non at- 
gendance of the members, 125. 

Atten- 

















IN DE X. 


Attendance an indifpenfible du- 
ty, 126. Debate on the re- 
novel of evil counfellors, 129. 

n the duke af Buckingham’s 
jallification of himfelt before the 
houfe, 131. On imprefling fea- 
men, 132. On bribery and cor- 
ruption, 134. Ona motion for 
producing certain records, 188. 
On recalling Britifh fubjects from 
French fervice, 190. Diforderly 

roceediags thereon, 191. On 
a bill for ‘making Polygamy | fe- 
lony, #94. On the growing 
greatnefs of France, 195. On 
abufes in the courts of juftice, 
198. On the ladies in the gal- 
lery, 199. On the royal prero- 
gative, 258. On a breach of 
privilege, 260. On a fupply, 


261. On the feizure of Mr. 
Montagu’s papers, 264. On 
Titus Oats’s behaviour, 331. 


On the bill for excluding the 
duke of York from fucceediag 
tothe crown, 334, feq. On the 
abdication of James LI. and for 
limiting the power of his fuc- 
eeffor, 411. On placemen in 
parliament, 416. On the fove- 
reion’s regard to foreigners, 418. 
On the mal-adminittration of 
public affairs, 420. On the 
king’s negative voice to bills, 
422. 

Parriots in parliament in the 
reiga of Charles II. their virtue 
ra perfeverence, 266, 

Peace, the beft too dear, if pur- 
chafed at the expence of liberty, 
205. 

- PeeraGe, whence derived, 141. 

PeLtHaM, Mr. Henry, his defence 
of the reduction of intereft, 251. 

Pena Laws, the nature and ex- 
pediency of, 500. Not aéts of 
vengeance, ib. Should be adapt- 
ted to the crimey, sol. 

. Penivents,:in the Magdalen hof 
pital, elegiac verfes on, 113. 
Pewsroners, the creation of fu- 
pernumerary ones condemned, 

Z1 2. 


Perer, Czar, his travels into Hol- 
land and France, 551. His 
conduct with regard to his fon 
Alexis, ib, . Exculpated by Vol- 
taire, 555+ 

Puitips, Mr. his verfes on the 
birth of the prince of Wales, 21. 

Pitt, Mr. account of his religna- 
tion, 366. 

Poems to be found among the an- 
tiquities of all nations, 145. The 
ancient more generally pleafing 
than the modern, 1409. 

Poetry, how far it can be faid 
to be more ancient than profe, 
145. Barbarous times. favour- 
able to the poetical fpirit, 146. 
Difadvantages of poetry on ac- 
count of modern refinements, 
147. Accuracy inconfiftent with 
fublimity, ib. Thefe opinions 
controverted, 148, feq. Poeti- 
cal imagery and defcription eon- 
fidered, 149. Of the Spanif 
poetry, 293. Of the trench 
poetry, 564. Of the Tarkith 
poetry, 465, r 

Portexten, Mr. his fpeech on 
king James’s abdication, 413. 

POLYGAMY, debate on in the 
houfe of commons, 194. - Ad- 
miffible in certain countries and 
circumitances, 504. Neceflary 
to population, ib. 

Powte, Mr. his obje€tions in the 
houfe of commons to the fpeak- 
er’s being a privy -counfeller, 
128. His fpeech on the removal 
of evil counfellors, 130. 

Px EACHING, its ufe in the Chrifti- 
an world, 40. Neither chrifti- 
anity nor morality can fubfit 
without it, 44. Its abufe, ib. 

PreLaTicaL Titles, impiety of, 
humouroully fhewn, 98. 

Press, liberty of, what it is not, 


118. 

Peaime Minifters, their bill of 
mortality, 160. 

Promisés, how far to be obferved, 
502. 


Prorerty,. the foundation of the 
liberties 
















































liberties of the people, 142. 
Their right of eleéting repre- 
entatives in parliament — derived 

from their independency, ib. 

Property in trade ought to con- 

fer the fame right, 143. Great 

inequality in the conftitution, in 
this refpeét, ib. Noneelectors, 
the majority of fubftantial and 
independent inhabitants of this 

kingdom, 144. 

Prussia, prefent king of com- 
pared to Mofes, 235. Cenfured 
for his feverities in Saxony, 255. 
Anecdotes concerning, 518. 

, late king of, his quar- 
rel w: ith king George the IId. 
520. His be shaviour to the royal 
academy of {ciences, 522. 

PsautM ii. 7. Criticifm on, 273. 
civ. 4. Ciiticifm on, 339. 

Psaums, cix. and cx. Green’s 
tranflation of, 269, 272. 





tare and in grammar,. na- 
ture and elements of, 349. 
R. 
Ecorp, 2 of Rich. IT. Mr. 
Sacheverel’s motion to 
have it printed, 189. Import- 
ance of that record, 190. 

REGENERATION, account of, 313. 

RepresENTATIVES of the people 
in parliament, a balance to the 
hereditary power of the lords, 
141. ‘Their proper conftitu- 
ents, who, and whence their 
right of eleéting derived, 142. 
Great alteration and defect pro- 
duced by commerce, in this part 
of the conftitution, ib. Necef- 
fity of comprehending the trad- 
ing intereit, 1b. 

Resotutrions of the houfe of 
commons, fome fpirited ones, 
334. On. the abdication of 
James II. 410. On the appli- 
cation of the falaries, &c..of the 
crown Offices, to public ufes, 
418. On the king’s refufing to 
pafs a b: ll, 425- 

Rewarops, future, the notion of, 


PRO £ £. 


how far confiftent with the focial 
affections, 43. 
RuIné, river, famous catara&t of, 
poetically defcribed, 379. 
Ricu, Sir Robert, his difinterefted 
{peeches in pafliament, 417, 418: 
Rome, Campagna of, account of 
its unhealthy. air, 217. Means 
ufed to remove this evil, 218. 
No fociety at Rome for phyfics 
and mathematics, z19. The 
fludy of antiquities chiefly cul- 
tivated there, 220. 
Rousseau, his fyiem of educa- 
tion, 1—14. Continued, 81— 
96. His letter to the archbifhop 
of Paris, on that prelate’s man- 
date iffued againit him, 224. 
Roots, {quare and cube, 230, feq. 


Russet, admiral, his motion re- 


lating to placemen, 417. 
AcHEVERELL, Mr. his obfer- 

vations in the houle of com- 
mons On imprefling feamen, 132 
—133. Ona motion concern- 
ing records, 189. Onabufes in 
the courts of juftice. 198. On 
the abdication of king James, 
413. 

SACKVILLE, Sir Edward, abufes 
Titus Oats, 330. 

Satt-Box, mulical, verfes adapted 
to, 480. 

Sawyer, Mr. his fpeech on im- 
prefling feamen, 132. On an 
addrefs for removing the duke of 
Lauderdale, 192. On the wrang- 
ling debate about a fupply, 263. 

ScriBBLeRuS, Martinus, his cri- 
ticifm on the Oxford and Cam- 
bridge verfes on the birth of the 
princeof Wales, 14. His droll 
tranflation of Mr. Swinton’s Pal- 
myrene poem, 17. 

Secret-fervice-money, proceeds 
ings of the commons relating toy 
332. 

Serpruacint, Greek verfion er- 
roneous, 430. 

Sermon, poetical and anodyae, 
96. 

SER- 



































Sermons, no probability of a 
dearth of them, 39—40. 

Servia, defarts of, 392. Milery 
of the inhabitants, ib. 

Seymour, Mr. his fpeech on the 
abdication of king James, 414. 

, Sir Edward, his {peech 
on the king’s attachment to fo- 
reigners, 419. 

SHUTER, the piayer, anecdote con- 
cerning his piety, 71. 

Stavery, the ancient ftate of, lefs 
barbarous than that of modern 
labourers, 536. 

Stoane, Sir Hans, his life, 47. 
His recipe for fore eyes, 54, the 
note. 

SMUGGLING, reports concerning, 
to the houfe of commons, 343. 

SNOwpDon, odeto, onthe birth of 
the prince of Wales, 22. 

SoBRIETY in no efteem among the 
Perfians, 533. 

So1ar Days, allequal, 430. 

Years equal, 431. 

Days and years commen- 
fyrate to each other, ib. 

Sou, the feat of, conjectured, 

26. 

gins echoing tothe fenfe, ex- 
traordinary inftance of, in a 
mock ode on St, Cecilia’s day, 
450. 











Spain, all our accounts of that 


country unfatisfactory, 287. Ap- 
pearance of the country, from 
Corunna to Madrid, defcribed, 
289. Its inhabitants chara¢ter- 
ifed, ib. Reflections on the ftate 
of literature there, 292. The 
inquifition a great enemy to 
learning, 293. Poetry of Spain, 
ib. ‘Theatre, ib. & 294. 

Speecues, publifhed as parlia- 
mentary, generally {purious, 12 3. 
Anecdote on that head, 124. 

Srockpa.e, Mr. his free expref- 
fion in the houfe of commons, 
concerning the duke of Lauder- 
dale, 130. 

Stranceways, Col. fpeaks in the 
houfe of commons againft bri- 


bery, &c. 134, 





INDE X. 


STRICKLAND, Sir William, his re- 
mark in the houfe of commons, 
on the mal-adminiftration of 
public affairs, 420. 

SuPERIORITY, the difpute con- 
cerning, between the fexes, ab- 
furd, 83. 

Swinton, Mr. his Palmyrene 
poem on the birth of the prince 
of Wales in the Oxford collec- 
tion, ridiculed, 17. 

Swiss Cantons, poetical encomium 
on their liberty, 381. 

Syxes, Dr. his expofition of thé 
imprecations in the 109th Pfalm, 
271, 

SympaTuy, Rouffeau’s miftaken 
notion concerning it, 3. Not 
voluntary, 4. 


T. 
Ay or, bifhop, his Liberty 


of Prophefying, &c. ree. 


printed with a new title, 484. 


Tera, the decreafe of the duty on, 


it, preventive of {muggling, 344. 
Temora, a royal palace of the 
firft Irifh kings, 277. Offian’s 
poem fo entitled, ib. 
Temp ve, Sir Richard, his opinion 
on a motion in the hdufe of com- 


mons, 191. His fpeech on a. 


limitation of the royal preroga- 
tive, 411410. On the mal- 
gdminiftration of public affairs, 
420+ 
Titson, Mr. his verfes on the 
birth of the prince of Wales, 26. 
Titus, Col. his fpeeches concern- 
cerning the ftate of the nation, 
189. On the king’s negative 
voice to bills, 422. 
TuHEocriTus nota romantic writ- 
er, 464, The characters and 
manners defcribed by him ftll 
exifting in real life, ib. 
Tuompson, Sir John, his {peech 
againft placemen in the houfe of 
commons, 416. On the king’s 
negative voice to bills, 423. 
THomson, eulogium on his Sea- 
fons, by anEnglifh bard, 398. 
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TuHorx-Apple, its medicinal ufe, 
449, feq. 

ToLeRATION, regarding religious 
tenets, recommended, g2. Po- 
litical advantages of, 403. Uni- 
verfal, recommended, 507. 

ToscaNnetul’s. Meridian at Flo- 
rence, 2:10. 

TRAVELLING, journals and narra- 
tives of, in general of litt'e im- 
portance, 215 5 Philofopher’s 
travels moft advantageous to the 
reader, ib. 

Terepenuam, Sir Jofeph; his 
fpeech in the houfe of commons 
on the fpeaker’s being a privy- 
counfellor, 127. On an addrefs 
for removing the duke of Lau- 
derdale, 192. 

Trevor, Sir John, his opinion 
concerning an addrefs for the re- 
moval of evil counfellors, 130. 

Triconat Numbers, M. de Jon- 
court’s tables of, 229, feq. 

Tu RENNE, nisitthal, pleafant anec- 
‘ dote concerning, 13. 

Turxisit Ladies, their, domettic 
employménts, 465. 

~ Poetry, account of, with 
fpecimens, 466. 





AUGHAN, Mr. his fpeech in 
the hoafe of commons on 
the abfentées,.126. 
Vecetation, hints relating to, 
120. 
Universirizs, their poetical ex: 


ercifes on public occafions, why, 


not alwaysexcellent, 29. 
Vores of the houfe of commons, 
abufed by a zealous. parfon, 334. 
Proceedings of the houfe there- 
on, ib. 
Urrecurt, peace of, how far fi- 
milar to the peace of 1762, 204. 
W. 
Axerzeitp, Mr, his verfes 
on the birth of the prince 
of Wales, 27. 
bef LLER, Mr. his fpeech concern- 
g polygamy, 194. On the 
sit adminiftration of public af- 
2°) “4.20. 


IN D E X. 


War, in its own nature, no lef 
abfurd than cruel, 213. Its in- 
evitable horrors ought td be miti- 
gated by generofity and com- 


paffion, 253. 
Wars, in what manner ufeful to 
mankind, 53¢ 


Warton, Mr. his poem cn the 
birth of the prince of Wales, 23. 

Wiarton, Mr. his fpeech on the 
fovereign’s partiality to foreign. 

ers, 419. On the mal- adinini- 
ftration of public affairs, 421. 

Wuicsiore, Dr, Benjamin, his 
life, 37. Bifhop Burnet’s cha- 
racter of him, 39. Account of 
his works, i>, Lord Shaftefbu- 
ry’s excellent preface to them, at 
large, ib. & 49, feq. 

Wires, fhould be of the religion of 
hes hafband, 89. Witty one, a 
fcourge to her hufband, &e. 94. 

Wixi iams, Mr. his fpeech on the 
roygl prerogative, 258. Ona 
breach of parliamentary _ privi- 
lege, 260. 

Sir William, on king 
James’ s abdication, 411. 

W our’s-BANE, its medicinal ufe, 
457» feq. 

Women, their education fhould be 
totally different from that of the 
men, 85. Too tenderly treated 

in youth, 86. Dependence their 
natural ftate, 87. Should be al- 
ways employed, ib. Incapable 
of forming fyftematic notions of 
religion, 89. . The promiftuous 
ufe of, condemned, 504. 





rEaR, fcriptural, form of, 
449. : 
York, James duke of, bill for exe 
cluding him from the fuccefiion, 
334337: 


Eat, generally honef, 116, 

Its exuberance, neverthe- 

1ef3, injurious to truth, &c. 132. 

Zou cu, Mr. his poem on the birth 
of the prince of Wales, 27. 


is 






















































































